
Private Reginald Beardsley©   
Regimental number: 6535 
72nd Company, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry)  
 
born: 1892–died: 21 May 1916 

 
Private Reginald Beardsley was born in Chesterfield, Derbyshire, 
in 1892,1 the son of John and Selina Beardsley.2 Neither of his 
parents was born in Derbyshire—his father was born in Cosgrave, 
Nottinghamshire, in about 1859 and his mother, the former Selina 
Page, in Leeds, Yorkshire, in about 1854. They married in 1890, 
near Holbeck, Yorkshire West Riding, and just after their 
marriage, they were living at 9 Cobden Road in Chesterfield, 
where John was a grocer’s manager. In the following years, they 
had six children: George William (born in 1892),3 Reginald, Stella 
(born on 2 March 1896),4 Winifred (born on 20 August 1897),5 Jan 
(born in 1899)6 and Eric Page (born in 1902).7  
 
In 1901, the family was living at 10 Hartington Road in 
Chesterfield and John was now a grocer’s traveller.   
 
In September 1905, Reginald started at the Chesterfield Boys' 
Grammar School and was there until April 1908, when he left to 
go to the Hipper Street CCS. This grammar school dates from a 
charter issued by Queen Elizabeth I in April 1598 and a bequest 
from Godfrey Foljambe of Walton, who left just over £13 to cover 
the salary of a schoolmaster for “the education and instruction of 
boys in Chesterfield.”8 The early origins of the school are reflected 
in the opening lines of the school’s song:  

 
When Bess was Queen in days of old,  
Our founders lit a tiny flame;  
Three hundred years and more have rolled,  
Far brighter burns our School's fair fame;  
And let her but for service call,  
Each think not of himself, but all.9 

 
The school paper, The Cestrefeldian, was created just three years after Reginald began at the school. 
During the Great War, it published accounts from former students who were serving in the war. It 
does not appear that Reginald contributed to the paper, but his sacrifice was noted in the paper10  
and on his school record.11  
 
Reginald’s sisters, Stella and Winifred, went to the Chesterfield High School for Girls (later known 
as St Helena) in 1907 and 1909, respectively.12  
 
In 1911, the family was now at 9 Hartington Road and John was still a grocer’s commercial 
traveller. Frank’s mother was now working for the county council as an elementary teacher. Her 
eldest son George was a draughtsman’s apprentice, working for an engineer, and Reginald was a 
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colliery clerk.13 Stella left school later that year and went to work as a clerk.14 Winnifred left two 
years later to take up secretarial work.15  
 
Some time after May 1915,16 Reginald enlisted in the Nottinghamshire and Derby Regiment (service 
number: 31743) in Chesterfield.17 A year later, he was serving with the 72nd Company of the 
Machine Gun Corps. It was only about a year into the Great War that the British Army appreciated 
the importance of machine guns. There had been one single battery of machine guns in each army 
corps but, in October 1915, the batteries were brought together to maximize the effectiveness of the 
machine guns and the Machine Gun Corps was formed with Infantry, Cavalry, and Motor branches. 
The Infantry Branch, the largest branch, was formed by the transfer of battalion machine gun 
sections to the MGC.18 It is possible that Reginald transferred from his original regiment when the 
MGC was created.  
 
He was serving with the Infantry Branch of the MGC when he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Station with wounds to his left abdomen. He died there on 21 May 1916 19 and 
was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot II, Row B, Grave 103).20 No. 1 
CCCS was stationed in Bailleul at the time, and Reginald may have been one of the two soldiers who 
died there that day.21  
 
Bailleul is in France, but near the Belgian border, about 15 kilometres southwest of Ypres.22 It was 
occupied in October 1914 and became an important hospital centre, not just for No. 1 CCCS but also 
for No. 1 Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations.23 
 
A letter was sent to his mother at 9 Hartington Road to notify her of her son’s death,24 and she 
received the monies owing to him from 
the army upon his death.25 She 
requested the following inscription for 
her son’s gravestone:  
 

TILL THE DAY BREAKS 
AND THE SHADOWS FLEE AWAY26 

 
At some point after the war, Reginald’s 
parents may have moved to 12 Valley 
Road, just 300 metres from their home 
on Hartington Road.27  
 
Reginald was awarded posthumously 
the British War Medal (for service 
overseas between 1914 and 1918) and 
the Victory Medal (for service in an 
operational theatre).28 
 
Reginald is remembered on the Roll of 
Honour at his old school and on the 
website of the Old Cestrefeldian 
Society.29    
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