Corporal Albert Henry Coombs©
Regimental number: 9777
8th Battalion, King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment)

born: 5 September 1888 - died: 11 May 1916

Corporal Albert Henry Coombs’ mother, Caroline Wallen, was born on 26 March 18651 in Coventry,
Warwickshire, the daughter of Henry and Sarah Wallen.2 On 16 August 1886, she married Harry
Combs in St Michael’s Church in Coventry3 and they had two children—Sarah, born on 1 September
1886,4 and Albert, born on 5 September 1888.5 Sarah was baptized on 3 November 18866 and
Albert on 5 September 1888—both at Holy Trinity Church in Coventry.”

Harry Combs must have died soon after Albert’s baptism because his wife was a widow when she
remarried in 1889. She married George Gascoigne in Coventry on 19 July 18898 at St Peter’s Church.
(George was born in Evesham, Worcestershire, in about 1862.%) Between 1889 and 1911, they had
ten children: George (born on 26 June 1889),10 Beatrice Dora (born in 1892),11 Alice Caroline (born
in 1894),12 Alexander (born in 1896),13 Ada Lily (born in 1899),14 Rosina Violet (born in 1901),15
Edith Annie (born in 1903),16 Harold Ernest (born in 1905),1” Davis May (born in 1907)18 and Ivy
Hilda (born in 1911).19

George was a bricklayer’s labourer and, in 1891, the newly composed family was living on Coventry
Street in Coventry with Caroline’s two children, Sarah and Albert, and Caroline and George’s first
son George. Four more children followed. In 1901, they had eight children living at home, including
Albert, who was recorded as a Gascoigne. They were living at the back of No. 3 North Street in
Coventry, where George was now working for a plasterer.20 Ten years later, the family was living at
52 Brook Street and George was again working for a bricklayer. There were now nine children
living at home, but Albert was no longer at home.?!

[t is not known where Albert was in 1911 but, in about August 191422 he enlisted in the King’s Own
Royal Lancaster Regiment in Coventry.23 He embarked for France on 15 January 1915.24 Nearly a
year and a half later, he was wounded in the abdomen and died at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station on 11 May 1916.25 He was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot I],
Row D, Grave 46).26

No. 1 CCCS was stationed in Bailleul at the time.2” Bailleul is in France, but near the Belgian border,
about 15 kilometres southwest of Ypres.28 It was occupied in October 1914 and became an
important hospital centre, not just for No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station but also for No. 1
Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations.2?

When his mother was notified of her son’s death, she was living at 52 Brook Street in Coventry.30
She and Albert’s sister, Emily (also known as Sarah) Knibbs, received the monies owing to him from
the army upon his death.31 In 1939, Caroline was still living at 52 Brook Street, with her son
George.32 She probably died in Coventry in 1946.33 Her husband George had probably died in
1928.34

Albert’s sister Sarah had married Charles Knibbs in 190735 and, in 1911, they were living with their
first child at 79 Eagle Street in Coventry.3¢ In 1939, Charlie and his daughter Rose were living with
Charlie’s brother and their mother at 56 Adelaide Street, Coventry.3” There is no evidence of where
Sarah was living in 1939—she did not die until 1977.38



Albert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).39
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