Lance Serjeant Evan James Richards®
Regimental number: 13096
10th Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers

born: 27 Sep 1889—died: 10 May 1916

Lance Serjeant Evan James Richards, the son of Evan and Matilda Richards,! was born on 27
September 18892 in Dilwyn, Herefordshire.3 Evan Sr. (born on 27 September 1864)* and Matilda
(nee Edwards) (born on 28 September 1866)5 had married just a few miles away in Knighton,
Radnorshire—over the border from Herefordshire into Wales—in 1884.6 They had 10 children:

Elizabeth Ann (born on 8 April 1885),”
Mary (born on 3 August 1887),8

Evan James,

Edward (born on 13 September 1891),°
Edith May (born on 27 November 1893),10
Gladys Matilda (born on 13 August 1896),11
Jessie (born on 18 March 1899),12

Kate (born on 27 January 1901),13

Nellie (born on 12 October 1902)14 and
William (born on 4 April 1905).15

Just after Evan'’s birth, the family was living at 10 Sculley Court in Dilwyn, where Evan'’s father was
a farm labourer.1¢ On 25 February 1895, Evan Jr. was admitted to Pembridge Broxwood School.1?
All his brothers and sisters also attended the same school.18

In 1901, the family had moved five miles away to Pembridge and were probably living at Weston
Court Farm. Evan Sr. was a cowman on the farm and Evan Jr., at the age of 11, was a poultryman.1®
Ten years later, the family was still at Weston,2° but Evan Jr. had left home and was probably a
domestic gardener, living at The Bothey, Cuerden Hall in Thelwall, near Warrington, Cheshire. He
was living there with another gardener and the chauffeur.2! Four of his siblings—Mary, Edward,
Edith and Gladys—had also left home and were in service: Mary as a cook at Marston in
Pembridge,?2 Edward as a cowman at The Yeld, Lyonshall, Herefordshire,23 Edith as a servant in
Henwood, Dilwyn,24 and Gladys as a domestic servant in Sarnesfield, Weobley, Herefordshire.25 The
year after the whole family apparently left the district.26

Four years later, soon after war was declared, Evan Jr. enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers. He
enlisted in Warrington, Lancashire, in about January 191527 and served with the 10th Battalion.28
This battalion was formed in September 1914 in Bury, Lancashire. It moved to Bovington—a British
Army military base in Dorset.2? From there, it went to Hursley, to await departure for the Front. The
battalion landed at Boulogne, France, on 15 July 1915.3° Evan was with the battalion.3!

At the beginning of May 1916, Evan’s battalion was in billets in Armentiéres, in northern France. On
6 May, the battalion moved to L’Epinette, where it relieved the 10th Battalion of the West Yorkshire
Regiment. There was heavy enemy shelling on the support line and 17 direct hits that caused
considerable damage on 8 May.32 It is not known how or when Evan was injured, but he died at No.
1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 10 May of wounds to his throat and back.33 His battalion
returned to billets in Armentieres on 16 May—Evan was not with them.



He was buried at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension Nord (Plot II, Row D, Grave 43). Bailleul is
in France, but near the Belgian border, about 15 kilometres southwest of Ypres. It was occupied in
October 1914 and became an important hospital centre not just for No. 1 CCCS but also for No. 1
Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations.34

Evan’s mother, who was living at Castle Weir Farm near Kington, Herefordshire, received a letter to
notify her of her son’s death.3s His father received the monies owing to Evan by the army upon his
death.36

Evan was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).37

A year after the end of the war, Evan’s sister Edith left for Argentina38 to join her new husband,
Geoffrey Newell, who was a railway official.3° The development of the railway in Argentina began in
the mid-1800s initially with Argentina capital. However, in the later half of the century, many
railways were sold to foreign private interests—mainly British companies. Perhaps Geoffrey went
to Argentina with one of these companies—he was probably an employee of the Great Western
Railway, stationed in Reading, England, in 1904.4° Geoffrey was a railway employee and living in
Reading when he and Edith married in 1919.41

In 1939, Evan’s parents were still living near Kington. Evan Sr., now a retired farm labourer, and
Matilda were living at Jenkin's House, Neat End, Lyonshall, a couple of miles from Kington.#2 Matilda
was incapacitated by illness, but their daughter Nellie was living with them and looking after the
domestic duties.
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