Lance Corporal William George Hilsden
Regimental number: 492883
13th Battalion, London Regiment

born: 1883 - died: 1918

Lance Corporal William George Hilsden was born on 18 July 1883, in Kentish Town, London.! He
was the first child of William Day and Annie Hilsden, who were married on 16 December 1882, in
Islington.z2 William Day Hilsden, born in 1858, was a traveller in the mineral water trade.3 Annie,
née Jardine, was born in Hackney, London, in 1860.4 William Day and Annie had seven children, of
whom two, Percy and Florence, died in infancy.5 The other children who survived to adulthood
were George Frederick, Cecil Alfred, Grace Olive, and Leslie Charles.¢

In 1901, according to the census, William George’s father had died,” and William George was
working as a tailor’s clerk, living with his widowed mother and his four surviving siblings, still in
Kentish Town.8 In July 1904 he married Ellen Edith Humphreys, a tailor’s daughter known as Nellie,
who was already working as a tailoress at age 16.° Their first attempts at a family did not go well:
their first child, William Charles, was born and died in the third quarter of 1904,1° and their second,
William Richard, suffered the same fate a year later.!! Their third son, Leslie Henry, was born in
1909 and grew up to be a well-known musician and band leader.12 They also had a daughter,
Rosetta Eleanor, born in 1913, but she did not make it to her sixth birthday, dying a few months
after the end of the Great War.13

During the First World War, William George enlisted in the 13th Battalion of the London
Regiment.1* His regimental number indicates he may have enlisted between November 1915 and
August 1916.15 The 13th Battalion was stationed in France for most of the war, and fought at the
Somme, Arras, and Passchendaele, among other actions.!¢ The only known reference to William
George before his death is in the records of No. 2 General Hospital, located at the time in Le Havre,
which document his nine-day stay to treat a contusion of the ankle in July 1917.17 At this time he
was listed as a corporal (probably acting, as later documents still give his rank as lance corporal),
and had completed one year of service, but just three weeks with the Field Force. He was released
to duty on July 22, 1917.

In June 1918, the Kensingtons (as the 13th Battalion of the London Regiment was known) were in
the area of Arras. At the time of William George’s death, there were no recorded actions in the War
Diaries of the 13th Battalion.!8 However, on 14 June, William George was admitted to No. 1
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (stationed at Wavrans) with gunshot wounds to the head and
both legs fractured.!® He died the next day and was buried in the Pernes British Military Cemetery,
Plot 5, Row A, Grave No. 25.20 His wife, his next-of-kin, was notified by letter. The inscription on his
headstone reads “Dearly Loved and Sadly Missed.” The cemetery lies one kilometre west of Pernes-
en-Artois, in the region of Pas de Calais.

William George received the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the British
War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918] for his service.2!

No military records could be found for his brother, George Frederick. In 1911, at age 24 before his
marriage, he was a railway clerk,?2 but the 1939 England and Wales Register lists him as a dental
rubber maker.23 He appears to have lived his whole life in St. Pancras, dying there in 1976.24



William George’s next brother, Cecil Alfred, emigrated to Australia in 1909, at age 19.25 He
married26 and settled there. While there is no evidence that he fought in the Great War, he did enlist
in the Australian Army in 1942.27 He lived in Queensland until his death in 1960, at age 70.28

The youngest brother, Leslie Charles, born in 1900, would have been too young to enlist in World
War 1. In 1939 he was a coach builder joiner,2° and he died in Leicestershire in 1984.30

William George’s son, Leslie Henry, known as Les, became quite famous. He was a musician, and
toured the world making radio broadcasts, to the extent that he was called “the globe-trotting
pianist”.31 Indeed, by the age of 27, he had already broadcast in India, Ceylon, Java, China, Japan,
Australia, Cuba, Hawaii, as well as Britain.32 The Bognor Regis Observer reported in 1950 that on one
occasion, while broadcasting live in Cuba, his announcer was shot dead by a revolutionary.33 The
article also states that he served as a flight lieutenant in the Royal Air Force. during the Second
World War, and was once in charge of live broadcasting on the foreign broadcasting service of the
British Broadcasting Company.
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