Serjeant Percy Hills Whittaker©
Regimental number: 12546
20th Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corp

born: 1887 - died: 20 April 1918

Percy Hills Whittaker was born in the winter of 1887 at Bridlington, Yorkshire, England.! He was
the youngest of three children born to Henry Leadley Whittaker, born about 1851 in Bridlington,?
and Elizabeth Hills, born about 1849 in March, Cambridgeshire.3 Percy’s sisters were Ethel, born 2
January 1881 in Bridlington,* and Eva, born in the spring of 1884, also in Bridlington.5 Henry and
Elizabeth had married at Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire, in the fall of 1879.6

In 1881, the young family, which then only included infant daughter Ethel, was living in Bridlington
at 99 St. John Street. Henry was a bricklayer.” Ten years later, the family was still at the same
address in Bridlington, where Henry was a bricklayer and plasterer.8 By 1901, the family was still
together at the same address in Bridlington. Henry was a bricklayer, Ethel, 20, was a dressmaker,
Eva, 17, was a milliner, and Percy, 13, was a scholar.? It is likely that the sisters worked for their
uncle George, brother of Henry, who was a partner of Harrison & Whittaker, fancy drapers.10

In 1911 the family was still all together but living at 87 John Street in Bridlington. Henry, at the age
of 60, was still a bricklayer, Ethel was a dressmaker, Eva was a shop assistant and Percy, then 24
years old, was a joiner.!! A joiner is an artisan who builds things by joining pieces of wood,
generally lighter or more ornamental than the work
of a carpenter. A joiner could make items such as
doors, windows, stairs, or furniture.!? In the fall of
1911, Ethel married George E. Jude in Bridlington.!3

On 27 November 1915, Percy enlisted with the 21st
King’s Royal Rifle Corps at Helmsley. He was just shy
of his 30th birthday and listed his occupation as
joiner. This service battalion was formed in the fall of
1915 from volunteers from the farming communities
. of Yorkshire, Northumberland and Durham. Percy,
“*| with the battalion, landed in France on 4 May 1916.
In November 1917 the battalion was moved to Italy,
returning to France in early March 1918. On 16
March 1918, the battalion was disbanded,* and
Percy was transferred to the 20th King’s Royal Rifle
. Corps.’> No war diaries for the 20th were found that
included the spring of 1918.

Percy was promoted several times: on 2 October
1916 to lance corporal, on 1 May 1917 to acting
corporal, and on 20 October 1917 to acting

Photo of Percy’s grave marker at Pernes serjeant.16 Percy appears to have endured his war
British Cemetery service unscathed until 20 April 2018, when he was
Source: Find a Grave (www.findagrave.com) admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station

with shrapnel wounds to his left arm and side. Sadly,


http://www.findagrave.com/

he died the same day and was buried the next day at Pernes British Cemetery in Plot 1, Row C,
Grave 6.17

Pernes British Cemetery was not opened until April 1918, when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty
Clearing Stations pulled back to Pernes, driven back by the German advance in Flanders. There are
1,098 First World War burials in Pernes.18

Percy was posthumously awarded both the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914
and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). Both medals were provided
to his mother.19

In 1919 Percy’s father Henry died at the age of 69 in Bridlington.2? His mother passed away at the
age of 85 in the winter of 1934, also in Bridlington.2! His sister Ethel had at least one child, Edwin P.
Jude, on 26 April 1921.22 His sister Eva possibly died unmarried at the age of 63 in the fall of 1947
in Buckrose, Yorkshire.23
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