Corporal John Blunden White®©
Regimental number: 17357
15th Battalion (2nd Portsmouth), Hampshire Regiment

born: 1888-died: 15 May 1916

Corporal John Blunden White was the son of John Baptist White and Sarah Jones.! Both his parents
were born in about 1862 /3 in Brighton, Sussex,2 but they married in Portsea Island, in Portsmouth,
Hampshire, in 1886.3 They lived in Portsmouth all their married lives. John Blunden was their first
child (born in 1888)* and William Henry, their second (born in 1891).5

In 1891, the family was living at 7 Bishop Street in Portsmouth and John Baptist was a mechanical
engineer. Sadly, Sarah died at the young age of 37 in 19006 and in 1901, John Baptist was a widower
with two children, ages 9 and 12. His sister, Mary Ann White, was living with them and they were
still living at 7 Bishop Street, where John Baptist was a steam engine fitter. Ten years later, another
of John Baptist’s sisters, Winifred Mary White, had joined the family and they had moved to a seven-
room house at 38 Besant Road in Fratton, Portsmouth—a home that would be in the family for at
least several decades. John Blunden was now a clerk, working for a wholesale provision merchant,
and his brother William was a motor mechanic.

John Blunden married Winifred Agnes Kidney (born on 9 February 1888)7 in 1912 in Portsmouth
and their only child, Winifred Mary, was born on 1 August 19148—just before the outbreak of the
Great War.

John Blunden probably enlisted in May 19159 in Portsmouth?0 just as the 15th Battalion of the
Hampshire Regiment was being formed as one of the “pals battalions” that were made up of men
who enlisted together in a local recruiting drive. They were promised that they would serve
together, rather than being split up into other battalions.!! The 15th was formed in Portsmouth in
April 1915 by the mayor and a local committee and adopted by the War Office on 30 May 1915.

In October John's battalion moved to the Aldershot army camp and then, in February 1916, to
Marlborough Lines.12 The battalion joined the Western Front, landing at Le Havre on 2 May 1916.13
The next day the battalion soldiers were taken by train to Godewaersvelde, near the French-
Belgium border, and, from there, they marched approximately 8 kilometres to billets near Méteren.
Four days later, they marched approximately another 8 kilometres to billets in La Créche area
outside Bailleul.

The soldiers had two days of instruction in trenches attached to the 11th Battalion of the Royal
Scots Regiment.1* Heavy enemy bombardment of the trenches occupied by the Royal Scots resulted
in probably the first casualties of the war for the 15th Battalion—two officers, five non-
commissioned officers and four Other Ranks men. John may have been one of these men.

John’s war was short. He died, with two fractured legs, at 3:30 a.m. on 15 May 1916 at No. 1
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station!5>—he had been in France for less than two weeks. He was
buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot II, Row B, Grave 93).16 Bailleul is in
France, but near the Belgian border, about 15 kilometres southwest of Ypres. It was occupied in
October 1914 and became an important hospital centre not just for No. 1 CCCS but also for No. 1
Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations.!”



A letter was sent to his wife Winifred, who was living at 32 Besant Road in Portsmouth—just a few
houses away from her father-in-law.18 She also received the monies owning to her husband from
the army upon his death.

Five years later, Winifred remarried. She wed Albert Cornborough (born on 18 November 1887 in
Wimbledon, Surrey)1? in 1921.20 They had three children—a son, Donald A. (born in 1925),21 and
then twins, Audrey T. and Derek F. (born in 1927).22 Albert had enlisted in the Royal Navy as a sea
boy in 1905, on his 18th birthday.23 This may be what brought him from a London suburb to the
seaside city of Portsmouth. He served in the navy until probably 1939.24 However, when the 1939
Register was taken in the autumn of 1939, he was not at home with his wife, his step-daughter and
her husband. John’s daughter Winifred married Thomas H. Cummings in 193625 and was living with
her husband and her mother at 70 Copnor Road in Portsmouth in 1939.2¢

John was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).2’

It is not known if John’s brother William served in the Great War but, if he did, he survived. In 1939,
he was living at 38 Besant Road, Portsmouth, with his wife (the former Mabel Ellen Cobbett, whom
he married in 1914)28 and a daughter.2? He probably died in 1960 at St. Marys’ Hospital in
Portsmouth.30
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