Private Patrick Cronin®
Regimental number: 18447
7th Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment

died: 17 May 1916

Private Patrick Cronin was born in Kilgobinet, Kerry, Ireland,! but enlisted in the British
Expeditionary Force in Dungarvan, Waterford—over 200 kilometres away—in about May 1915. He
landed in France with the Northamptonshire Regiment about six months later, on 25 November
1915.

Another six months later, in mid-May 1916, Patrick’s unit, the 7th Battalion, was stationed near
Wulverghem in Belgium. It is not known when Patrick was injured but, on 14 May, there were two
direct hits on the battalion headquarters, with four casualties. Two men were injured at the Ration
Dump on 15 May. The following day there was a lot of aerial activity but the artillery was fairly
quiet. On 17 May, the situation was very quiet but the aerial activity continued. The artillery was
shelling in the afternoon and snipers were active. A gas alert was received in the evening and
machine guns were active in the night.2

Patrick died at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 17 May of head wounds. No. 1 CCCS was
stationed in Bailleul in northern France and Patrick was possibly one of two soldiers who died at
the station that day.3 He was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot II, Row B,
Grave 97).4

Bailleul is in France, but near the Belgian border, about 15 kilometres southwest of Ypres. It was
occupied in October 1914 and became an important hospital centre, not just for No. 1 Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station but also for No. 1 Australian and five British Army casualty clearing
stations.>
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Patrick was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).8 He is rmemebered on
the Irish war memorial at Dungarvan Castle in Waterford.®
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