
Gunner Percy Henry Card ©  
Regimental number: 98315 
Royal Field Artillery, 29th Battery, 42nd Brigade 
  
born: 1890 – died: 22 April 1918  
 
Gunner Percy Henry Card was the youngest of his large family and the only son to participate in 
World War I. He was just 28 years old when he died and like most of his brothers, did not marry. 
 
Percy was the ninth child of Christopher Card and Matilda Weston. Christopher had been born in 
the spring of 1844 in Calne, Wiltshire, England, to Thomas and Elizabeth Card.1 Matilda had been 
born in the fall of 1849 in Bath, Somerset, to Levi and Sarah Weston.2 Christopher and Matilda had 
married on 4 February 1871 in Calne.3 When the 1871 Census was taken just months later, 
Matilda’s widowed mother Elizabeth was living with them.4 
 
By the time the 1881 Census was taken, the family was living in Wroughton, Wiltshire, and had 
grown to include five sons: William Herbert, born in 1872 in Calne; William Edward, born in 1874 
in Calne; Charles Levi, born in 1877 in Purton, Wiltshire; Frederick Thomas, born in 1879 in 
Wroughton, Wiltshire; and four-day-old Frances Ruben, who was at that date, unnamed. 
Christopher was an agricultural labourer.5 
 
By the 1891 Census the family was living in Eisey, Wiltshire. Another four children had been born: 
Walter Steven, born in 1883 in Highworth, Wiltshire; Sarah Elizabeth, born in 1885 in Eisey; Bertie 
Albert, born in 1888 in Eisey; and finally, Percy Henry, who had been born in the spring of 1890 in 
Eisey.6 Sadly, two of the children also died during this period: Walter Steven had died at just 6 years 
old and was buried on 6 May 1889,7 and Bertie Albert had died when he was about 1 year old in 
1889. On 1 August 1895, Sarah, the only daughter in the family, died at the age of 9 years.8 
 
In 1901 most of the family had left home, leaving only Francis, then 19, and Percy, then 11, still 
residing with Christopher and Matilda at Castle Eaton, Wiltshire. Christopher was a milker and 
general farm worker, while Francis was a roadman labourer.9 
 
In 1911, the family had moved to Kempsford, Fairford, Gloucestershire. Living with Christopher and 
Matilda were Frederick, Frances and Percy, all of whom were farm labourers.10 
 
Regrettably, only about 30% of UK service records still exist, due to a fire resulting from a 1940 air 
raid on the Army Records Office in Walworth, London,11 and it appears that Percy’s records were 
not saved. As a result, certain specifics of his military experience were not obtainable. 
 
Percy entered the war on 19 July 1915 and may have served first in Egypt.12 He had enlisted at 
Swindon, Wiltshire, as a gunner with the 29th Battery, 42nd Brigade of the Royal Field Artillery.13 A 
brigade is made up of three batteries; in this case, the 29th, 41st and 45th batteries made up the 
42nd Brigade, which was attached to the 3rd Infantry Division.14 The 3rd Division served on the 
Western Front in France and Belgium from 1914 to 1918. During this time, it was nicknamed “The 
Iron Division.”15 
 
The Royal Field Artillery provided artillery support for the British Army and was the largest arm of 
the artillery. It was responsible for the medium calibre guns and howitzers deployed close to the 



front lines and was reasonably mobile.16 The photo below describes how Percy could have operated 
an 18-pounder during the war, although it is unclear what his position would have been. 
 

 

Royal Field Artillery  
Source: World War One Photos17 

 
On 22 April 1918, Percy suffered life-threatening shrapnel wounds penetrating his chest. He was 
taken to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station but died and was buried later that same day.18 
A casualty clearing station (CCS) is a military medical facility behind the front lines that is used to 
treat wounded soldiers. A CCS would usually be located just beyond the range of enemy artillery 
and often near transportation facilities (e.g., a railway). The CCS receives battlefield casualties from 
regimental aid posts located in the combat zone. Casualties that cannot be adequately treated in the 
CCS are stabilized there before being transported to a field hospital or military hospital.19 
 
Percy was buried in Pernes British Cemetery, Plot 1, Row D, Grave 16.20 Pernes British Cemetery 
was not opened until April 1918, when the 1st and 4th Canadian CCS pulled back to Pernes, driven 
back by the German advance in Flanders. There are 1,098 First World War burials in Pernes.21 
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Christopher was the sole legatee of Percy’s estate, 
receiving his outstanding pay and a war gratuity of 
£17. The war gratuity was introduced in December 
1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had 
served in WW I for a period of at least six months, or 
for home service for any length of time if the man had 
served overseas.22 Percy was posthumously awarded 
the British War Medal (for service overseas between 
1914 and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an 
operational theatre) and the 1915 Star (for service in 
an operational theatre in 1915).23 
 
Christopher passed away June 1922 in Swindon, 
Wiltshire,24 and Matilda died four years later in the 
last quarter of 1926 in Cirencester, Gloucestershire.25 
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