2nd Lieutenant Earl Henry Mulley©
Regimental number: —
40th Squadron, Royal Air Force

born: 6 June 1901-died: 30 October 1918

Earl Henry Mulley lied about his age in order to join the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) as a cadet on 21
August 1917; he said he was 19 years and 11 months old.! In fact, Earl was just over 16 when he
joined up. He was born on 6 June 1901, the second child of Edmond Mulley and Mary Roney Dulea.?
He was Edmond and Mary's second child, his sister Lillian Grace having been born in January 1899.3
Earl's father Edmond was born in Newfoundland in 1873; his mother Mary was born in the United
States in 1875. Both were of Irish descent.* They were married in Jackson, Michigan, on 9 April
18955 before returning to Canada in 1898.6 The small family lived in the village of Norwich, Oxford
County, in southwestern Ontario, where Edmond was a broom maker.” By 1911, the family had
grown considerably to include a brother, Wilfred Thomas, in 1903 and two more sisters, Edna and
Eva, born in 1907 and 1910, respectively. Living with them also was Earl's paternal grandfather,
Thomas Mulley, aged 76 at the time of the census. The family had also moved to the larger
community of St. Catharines, Ontario,? close to Lake Ontario.

When he joined the RFC in Toronto, Earl's attestation papers note that he had previous military
experience with the 19th Regiment.? Authorized as the 19th Battalion Volunteer Militia (Infantry)
in 1863, the unit became known as the 19th St. Catharines Regiment on 8 May 1900 and was
redesignated the 19th Lincoln Regiment on 2 November 1912.10 Earl's civilian employment was
described as a book keeper for a company in Thorold, not far from St. Catharines.

Earl undertook initial training in Canada.!! After arriving in England in February 1918, he was
promoted from cadet to probationary 2nd lieutenant in April. In May he was assigned to the No. 4
Training Depot Station at Hooten Park in Cheshire!? and was confirmed as a 2nd lieutenant on 6
May 1918. Although it appears that he was assigned to No. 2 (Reconnaissance) Squadron in June,
Earl was reassigned to the Central Flying School near Upavon, Wiltshire!3 on 3 September 1918 to
be trained on the S.E.5, a biplane fighter aircraft.1* Earl was posted to No. 40 Squadron on 24
October 1918. Just six days later, on 30 October 1918, he was killed in a flying accident while on
active service in France and was buried the following day in the Emerchicourt Communal Cemetery
near Denain. His remains were later moved to Grave 15 at the Douai British Cemetery, in Cuincy, 30
km from Emerchicourt.’s

In 1921 Earl's parents, Edmond and Mary, were living with his three younger siblings, Wilfred,
Edna and Eva, at 29 Ambrose Street in St. Catharines,6 the home that Earl had shared with them
before he signed up. No record could be found for the death of Earl's mother, but, by 1930, his
father seems to have emigrated to the United States and was living in Wisconsin.1” In 1940 he
petitioned for naturalization!8 and by then had remarried because he was living with his second
wife, Augusta (Gustie).1® Edmond died in 1958 and is buried in Mountain Cemetery, Oconto County,
Wisconsin.2? Augusta died in 1974 and is buried beside him.2!

Earl's elder sister Lillian married George Harper Buchanan on 30 June 1917 with Earl as a
witness.22 Lillian (who preferred to be called Grace as a married woman) and her husband lived in
St. Catharines for the rest of their lives: George died in 1961, but Grace lived into the 1990s. Both
are buried in the Victoria Lawn Cemetery in St. Catharines.23 George and Grace had one son, John,
born in 1924,24 who emigrated to the United States, where he died in California in 2000.25



Earl's brother Wilfred, a bookkeeper, married Corinne Paquette, a
photographer and widow, in Windsor, Ontario, on 26 October 1929.26 By
1935, they were living in Toronto where Wilfred was also working as a
photographer.2’ Either Wilfred had passed away or he and Corinne were
divorced because Corinne was living on her own in the Windsor area in
1963.28 She was still living there in 1974.29

Edna Mulley moved to Buffalo, New York as a student nurse at the
Deaconess Hospital in 1929.3° She married Jacob (Jack) Abraham Wolf
(originally from Montreal, Quebec, but living in Buffalo) in Niagara Falls,
Ontario, on 22 October 1933.3! Their daughter, Verona Joy, was born two
years later.32 Jack served in the US Marines during World War II. He died in
1995 and was buried as a veteran in Willow Dale Cemetery in Bradford,

: Pennsylvania.33 Edna lived in Buffalo until her death in 2005,3* however,
Grave marker or she chose.to be buried in the Yictgria La}wn (?eme:clery in her home town of
2nd Lieut. E. H. Mulley St. Catharines. Her headstone is simply inscribed “Edna Mulley Wolf, 1907 -
Source: findagrave.com 2005, Daughter of Mary.”3s

Earl's youngest sister Eva married Ralph Elmore Carbery in St. Catharines in 1934.36 They had a
son, who they named for her brother Earl; he was born in Toronto on 9 January 1935 but died
tragically of an accidental gunshot wound on 22 November 1944.37 Eva and Ralph also emigrated to
the United States; they were divorced in Volusia, Florida, in 1951.38 Eva married Glenn M. Erick in

Eden, New York, in 1952.39
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