
Private John Overend©  
Regimental number: 202742 
7th Battalion, The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment 
  
born: 1883 – died: 1918  
 
John Overend was born in Birkenhead, Cheshire (across the River Mersey from Liverpool) on 16 
April 1883,1 the second child of William Charles and Harriet Sophia. His older brother, William 
Charles, was born in 1881 but died in 1889 at age 8.2 John’s only other sibling was a half brother, 
Clarence Stephenson Overend, born 25 years later in 1908.3 
 
William Charles Overend Senior was a stonemason4 and general building contractor5 in Liverpool. 
He married Harriet Sophia Warner in Liverpool in 1880.6 She was the daughter of Robert Michael 
Warner, a master mariner, and his wife Mary.7  
 
After Harriet Sophia died in 1904,8 at age 44, William Charles was remarried to Lily Harriet Kelner 
in 1907.9 This wedding took place in Canada, which William Charles had visited at least twice, first 
in 1886 with his brother Thomas John,10 and most recently in 190511 after the death of his first wife. 
Lily arrived in Canada from England only two days before the wedding.12 Their son Clarence was 
born in Canada in 1908,13 but soon afterward William and Lily returned to live in Lancashire,14 
where he died in 1914.15 
 
John was living with his mother’s older sister Ellen Jane and her husband Joseph Carey in 1891,16 
although his parents were living nearby.17 In 1901 he was back living at home and working as a 
butcher’s apprentice.18 However, later that year, at age 18, he signed up as a mariner,19 following in 
the footsteps of his maternal grandfather and also his paternal great-grandfather William Overend, 
who served in the Royal Navy20 and whose death notice in the Lancaster Gazette in 1844 lauded 
him as “one of our old naval heroes who served in the hottest part of the long war.”21  
 
John’s first ship was the Majestic, on which he served from 25 September to 12 October 1901.22 He 
was still a mariner in 1912, when he is found in Australia as the ship’s butcher on the Wiltshire.23 
 
In June or July 1916,24 John enlisted with The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment and was assigned to the 
7th Battalion.25 At this time the battalion was stationed in France southwest of Arras.26 He would 
have participated in the Battle of Morval (September 1916), the Battle of Pilkem Ridge (1917), and 
the Battle of Estaires (April 1918), among others.27 
 
In June 1918, the battalion was in the trenches in the Festubert sector, near the town of 
Vaudricourt.28 The war diary for the period has no record of actions or casualties, but on 11 June 
Private Overend was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot wounds to 
the head, chest and right leg.29 He died the same day, June 11, age 35, and was buried the next day 
in the Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row A, Grave No. 7). There was no inscription on his 
tombstone.30 The cemetery lies one kilometre west of Pernes-en-Artois, in the region of Pas de 
Calais, and contains the remains of 1096 soldiers from the two world wars. 
 
Private John Overend received the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 
British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918).31 
 



With both of his parents deceased and no siblings of age, his next-of-kin was his cousin Gertrude 
Sarah Morphet,32 née Fisher.33 
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