Private Ernest James Tancock®
Regimental number: 13601
1st/4th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment

born: 1892 - died: 1918

Ernest James Tancock was born in the first quarter of 1892 in Bath, Somerset.! He was the sixth and
youngest son of William ]. Tancock and his wife Bessie, née Darke.z2 William was a general labourer,
working in 1911 in a sewage works.3

In 1911 Ernest was 19, and for some unknown reason was working a long way away from home, in
Turton, Lancashire, just north of Bolton. He was a merceriser in a calico cotton bleaching factory,*
which involved treating cotton with sodium hydroxide to shrink it and increase its affinity for dye.5

While Ernest was in Lancashire, he met his future wife, Maud Waring, who was also working in
Turton in the cotton industry in 1911, as a cotton weaver.6 They did not marry until 7 April 1917.7

In September 1915, Ernest was in the British Army, with the 1st/4th Battalion of the Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment, a Territorial battalion. On 26 September he disembarked in France.8 The
1st/4th Battalion was stationed at Aveluy, between Arras and Amiens, and remained there for five
months.?

During the next two and a half years, the battalion fought in a number of significant battles,
including Guillemont, Ginchy, Flers-Courcelette, Morval, Pilkem Ridge, Menin Road Ridge, Estaires
and Hazebrouk.1° In the midst of this, as noted above, Private Tancock took a leave of absence in
April 1917 to get married.

In June 1918 the battalion was in Givenchy on the right sector, during a relatively quiet period in
the war.11 On June 18 there was a lively exchange of artillery fire (whizz-bangs) resulting in two
Other Rank deaths and six wounded.!2 One of these was Private (Acting Corporal) Tancock, who
was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with severe wounds to his left leg and
skull.13 He died on June 22 and was buried the same day in the Pernes British Military Cemetery,
Plot 5, Row C, Grave No. 1.14 His wife, his next-of-kin, was notified by letter. The inscription on his
headstone reads

EVER IN MY THOUGHTS

Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to
Pernes, driven back by the German advance. The cemetery lies one kilometre west of Pernes-en-
Artois, in the region of Pas de Calais, and contains the remains of 1096 soldiers from the two world
wars.

Private Ernest Tancock received the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the
British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) for his service.!> He also received
the 1914-15 Star.16

Ernest Tancock had five older brothers, as noted above. The eldest, William James, served before
the war in the Duke of Cornwall’s Somerset Light Infantry for 16 years from 1896 to 1912, spending
time in India, Ceylon and South Africa.l” Then in August 1914 he re-enlisted in the 51st Graduated



Training Reserve Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry, and served for most of the war, including a
little over one year in France.18 He was wounded several times, including a bullet wound to the
palm of his left hand, and was diagnosed with shell shock; he was discharged in June 1918 as he
was “required for ship building.”19 In 1939 he was a steel machinist (hence his value for ship
building), living in Bath20 with his wife, Kate, whom he married before the war in October 1905.21
He died in 1941, age 63.22

Second son Mark also served in the military, with the Devonshire Regiment and the Labour Corps
during the First World War.23 He survived the war and lived to the age of 71.24

No record of military service can be found for third son Arthur Thomas. He married Ethel May Hill
on 1 December 1914,25 and they had a daughter Ivy Ethel 18 days later.26 In 1939 Arthur Thomas
was an engine driver in Walthamstow, Essex.2”

Fourth son Albert Frederick seems to have been a troubled youth. In 1901, at the age of 14, he was
charged with stealing a cash box with cash in it from a shop to which he had gone to pay some
money. He admitted stealing it. He had previously expressed a wish to go to a ship and had told his
mother he would do something to get sent away. The bench ordered him to go to the Akbar training
ship for four years.28 HMS Akbar was a reformatory training ship for Protestant boys, moored on
the River Mersey.2%

Then in November 1914, at the age of 27, he was summoned by a young woman named Elsie
Elizabeth Loveday, to show cause, etc. He admitted paternity and was ordered to pay costs and 3s.
6d. a week until the child was 16.3% The child was Margaret Kathleen Loveday,3! and Albert married
her mother eight years later.32

The fifth son was Frank Herbert Tancock, born in 1890.33 In 1911, at age 21, he was already serving
in the 2nd Battalion of Prince Albert’s Somersetshire Light Infantry, stationed in Malta.3* He served

both before and during the First World War, for a total of 22 years.3s He died in 1937, age 48.36
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