Private John Frederick Walters©
Regimental number:43421
1st Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers

born: 1883-died: 1918

John Frederick Walters was born in Derby on 11 April 1883, the youngest child of John Walters
and Emily, née Hazeldine. He had an older brother, William Thomas (born 1874), and two older
sisters, Elizabeth Katie (born 1875) and Gertrude (born 1878).2

John Walters (senior) was a joiner who ran a carpentry and undertaking business in Little Eaton,
Derbyshire.3 However, he died in 1889 when son John was just 6 years old.* His mother Emily
continued the family business, with the help of oldest son William.5

John Frederick became a clerk, working in 1911 for a manufacturing firm.6 Two years later he
married Edith Mary,” the daughter of James Croker, a colour sergeant with the 52nd Foot Regiment
and a Chelsea Pensioner.8

At some point after the First World War started, John Frederick enlisted with the Royal Scots
Fusiliers. It is not known exactly when he signed up, but his war gratuity payment indicates he
served for about 21 months, which would make his enlistment date around September 1916.9 He
would have been 33 years old.

He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, which at the time was stationed in Northern France in
Mazingarbe, north of Arras.!® He would have participated in the Battle of the Ancre (the last Battle
of the Somme) in November 1916, the Battles of the Scarpe in 1917, and the Battle of Bethune in
April 1918.11

In early June 1918, the Battalion was in the trenches near Chocques, just west of Bethune.12 It was a
relatively quiet period, but an exchange of artillery fire on 9 June resulted in some casualties.13 This
evidently included Private Walters, who was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station
with wounds to the head and back, penetrating the right lung.1* He died the next day, June 10, age
35, and was buried later that day in the Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row F, Grave No.
45). The family did not include a personal inscription on his tombstone.> The cemetery lies one
kilometre west of Pernes-en-Artois, in the region of Pas de Calais, and contains the remains of 1096
soldiers from the two world wars.

Private John Frederick Walters received the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre)
and the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918).16

His older brother William Thomas was 40 when war broke out, and 42 when conscription was
introduced in 1916 for those between 18 and 41.17 He continued as a joiner and timber merchant in

Shardlow, Derbyshire, with his son Harry.18 He died in Little Eaton, Derbyshire, in 1954, age 79.19
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