
 

 

Private William John Mussen©  
Regimental number:  402786 
18th Battalion, Canadian Infantry 
  
born:  25 May 1889–died: 19 March 1916  
 
William John Mussen was born on 25 May 1889 in Ban-
bridge, County Down, Ireland,1 the son of Edward and 
Margaret (neé Vint) Mussen.2,3 William had four broth-
ers: James, born in 1886,4 David, born in 1890,5 Edward, 
born in 1892,6 and Joseph, born in 1894.7 In 1895 John’s 
father Edward died in County Westmeath8 and the wid-
owed Margaret9 returned to live in Ballymoney, Bain-
bridge,10 where she raised her children alone. She com-
pleted the 1901 Census of Ireland,11 and it should be 
noted that, due to bad handwriting by the census taker, 
William’s brother James was mis-recorded and labelled 
with the name Fanny.12  
 
By 1911, Margaret had moved her family to Belfast, Ire-
land, where in the census she reports herself as living 
with three of her sons, William, Edward and Joseph, 
along with two lodgers, one a 22-year-old and the other 
aged 4, on Cupar Street in Shankhill Parish. As head of 
the household, Margaret also reported that one of her 
five children was deceased and that her sons were em-
ployed as flax mill workers while her occupation was 
given as housekeeping.13 Her son James had died in 
1903, when he was 17 years old.14 
 
Other records from that same period show that Marga-
ret’s sons David and William both emigrated on 5 March 
1910 via the SS Empress of Britain with a Canadian desti-
nation.15 They left from Liverpool, England, and after his 
arrival in Canada, William and David planned to work as 
farm labourers in Brantford, Ontario.16 At some point in the following year David and William appear to 
have returned home to Ireland, as they both are shown returning to Canada via Londonderry and New York 
on the SS Cameronia in December 1911.17  That is likely why William was listed in his mother’s census re-
turn in 1911.18 A later US border crossing document shows that William and David also had family in On-
tario: an uncle, Joseph Mussen, living in Bracebridge and an aunt, Mrs. John Gordon, in Guelph.19  

 
Both David and William likely intended to settle in Canada and better their circumstances. Unfortunately, 
life had other plans for them, and when the Great War began, both young men enlisted: William with the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force20 and David with the Royal Irish Rifles.21  
 
William was 26 when he joined the Canadian Infantry in Guelph, Ontario, on 2 February 1915.22 He was a 
fine-looking young man, 5 feet 7 inches tall, with a ruddy complexion, blue eyes and black hair. He was 
working as a blacksmith’s helper in Guelph, Ontario, was single and attended the Church of England.23 A 
few months after William enlisted, David returned to Ireland to sign up with the Royal Irish Rifles. He ar-
rived in Liverpool on the SS Arabic on 2 July 1915.24 
 

Source: Belfast Telegraph, British Newspaper Archive, 
provided by the Shankhill Area Social History, S.A.S.H. 
Group. Used with permission.  



 

 

After enlisting, William was attached to 
the 34th Battalion; he then transferred to 
the 9th Battalion of the Canadian Infan-
try.25 He trained in Canada from his enlist-
ment until he sailed from Halifax in Au-
gust 1915.26 On arrival in England on 26 
August 1915, he was taken on strength in 
the 18th Battalion, Canadian Infantry, at 
the Moore Banks Barracks for additional 
training before deployment to the field.27 
While there, William was admitted to the 
Moore Barracks Hospital in November 

1915 with a sore throat, recovered quickly and by 
January 1916 was deployed to France.28 He arrived 
in the field on 20 January 1916 and was killed just 
two months later.29  

Source: unattributed newspaper clipping  
provided by the Shankhill Area Social History,  
S.A.S.H. Group 

Source: unattributed newspaper clipping provided by 
the Shankhill Area Social History, S.A.S.H. Group. Used 
with permission. 

Source: Rank & File Casualties, Belfast News Letter, British 
Newspaper Archives, Tuesday April 11, 1916, Page 8,  

Source: unattributed newspaper clipping provided by 
the Shankhill Area Social History, S.A.S.H. Group. Used 
with permission. 



 

 

 
On 19 March 1916 William was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station suffering from a fatal 
gunshot wound to the abdomen.30 He died several hours later.31 
 
Private William John Mussen was laid to rest that same day in the Bailleuil Communal Cemetery Extension, 
Nord, Plot II, Row B, Grave 2.32 William’s mother received his scroll and plaque and Memorial Cross.33 Wil-
liam was one of approximately 1500 casualties of WWI who came from the Shankill Road district of Belfast. 
Over 5000 soldiers marched to war from this parish of Ireland and by the end of the war many families in 
the area were bereft of loved ones.34  
 
William is remembered in Ireland’s Memorial Records of 1914–1918 on page 29435 and his name is memo-
rialized on the Guelph, Ontario Cenotaph.36 He is one of many who have a street named after him in Guelph 
to recognize his sacrifice for his adopted city and country.37  
 
William was survived by his mother Margaret Vint Mussen; his brother and sister-in-law Joseph and Lizzie 
Mussen and their two sons, Abraham and William John; his brother and sister-in-law Edward and Lizzie 
Mussen and their daughter, Maggie; and his brother and sister-in-law David and Elizabeth Mussen. 
 

© 2019 BIFHSGO  

Special mention is made of John Dougan who assisted in compiling some of this information, particularly 
the newspaper clippings and the photograph. John is a member of Shankill Area Social History, S.A.S.H 
group, based on the Shankill Road, Belfast, Northern Ireland and is researching, photographing and com-
plaining information concerning Irish Service Men and Women in the Great War. The group has a Facebook 
page at:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/Shankill-Area-Social-History-SASH-Group-240223979375644/?ref=settings 
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