Corporal Robert Haughin©
Regimental number: 2124
1/5th (Cumberland) Battalion Territorial Force Border Regiment

born: 6 October 1892 - died: 11 June 1916

“Peace, Perfect Peace” is engraved on Corporal Robert Haughin’s gravestone in Bailleul Communal
Cemetery Extension, Nord, France, Grave/Memorial Reference II. B. 173.1 He was one of 704,803
soldiers from the British Isles who died in or because of the First World War.2

Robert Haughin was born on 6 October 1892 in Blennerhasset, a small village on the river Ellen
between Carlisle and Cockermouth in northwest Cumberland (now Cumbria), England.3 His father,
William Haughin (1866-1938),* and his mother, Ann Johnston (1866-1949),5 were both born in
Cumberland villages about 12 km apart. William, the son of Dorothy and John Haughin, a coal
miner, was born in Bolton.6 Ann, the daughter of Margaret and David Johnston, a river watcher,’
was born in Torpenhow. William and Ann married in the spring of 1887 in Wigton District,
Cumberland.8

The couple had nine children of which eight survived to adulthood:® George (1887-7),1° Dorothy
(Haughin) Timperon (1888-7),11 John (1890-1971),12 then Robert, Annie Lizzie (Haughin) Hodgson
(1894-7),13 Margaret Johnston (1896-1904),14 Sarah Jane (Haughin) Dove (1900-1985),15 William
(1902-1921),'¢ and finally Edith Winifred (Haughin) Martin (1905-7).17? When Robert was born,
William, Ann and their children were living in two rooms on Mill Street. William was working as a
coal miner.18 By 1901, the couple were living in four rooms at 7 Fisher’s Cottage, Watch Hill. Robert
and his siblings were attending school.?® Ten years later William and Ann, with five of their children
and a granddaughter, Frances, were living in a home with six rooms in Watch Hill. William was still
working as a coal miner and Robert was also working in the mines as a pony driver below ground.z°

During the next three years, Robert probably continued to work as a coal miner and to live with his
parents and siblings. When war was declared on 4 August 1914, he was 21 years old; like many
others at the time he was probably caught up in the patriotic fervour that swept the country.
Perhaps he also saw the military life as an opportunity to escape the drudgery of the coal mines. He
enlisted in the 5th Battalion, Border Regiment, at Workington, Cumberland,?! on 26 August 1914.22

The Border Regiment was a line infantry regiment of the British Army that was officially formed in
1881, when the 34th and the 55th Regiments of Foot were amalgamated as part of the Childers
Reform. Traditionally it recruited in the twin counties of Cumberland and Westmorland. At the
beginning of the war, it consisted of five battalions; two Regular, one Special Reserve and two
Territorial. The 1st Battalion was stationed in Burma, the 2nd was quartered at Pembroke Dock, the
3rd and 4th Battalions had their headquarters in Carlisle and the 5th at Workington. The 5th
Battalion was redesignated 1/5th on the formation of a duplicate 2/5th Battalion in October 1914,
which remained in the United Kingdom. By the end of the war, the regiment had 10 battalions
which saw active service, 7 of them on the Western Front.23

The 1/5th (Cumberland) Battalion Territorial Force (T.F.), Border Regiment, moved to Barrow-in-
Furness (aka Barrow) on 5 August 1914. Although the battalion was poorly equipped, lacking
proper clothing, boots and other supplies, it received the order to mobilize at 3 p.m. on 23 October.
The battalion’s 30 officers and 878 soldiers of other ranks (OR) including Private Robert Haughin,
travelled the 507 km by train to Southampton. On 25 October 1914, he and the battalion embarked



on the SS Manchester Engineer, arriving at 4 p.m. on 26 October 1914 in Le Havre, France to join the
British Expeditionary Force (BEF). On 2 November the battalion set up its headquarters on rue
Raspail, Le Havre. For the next six months, the battalion served in a non-combatant role in Lines of
Communication. Its main duties were escorting prisoners of war to England (2,000 prisoner by 3
April 1915), and fatigue and guard details. The battalion’s various companies were dispersed to
Rouen, Boulogne, Abbeville and Dieppe to do this work.24

At the end of March, 1915, the 1/5th Battalion T.F., Border Regiment, was relieved from Lines of
Communication and its companies were reunited at Arques where its 30 officers and 973 OR
(augmented by 95 reinforcements) received a month’s training. On 5 May the battalion was
assigned to 149th Brigade, 50th Division. By 12 May, Robert and the other members of the battalion
were in trenches west of Ypres, Belgium, and came under fire for the first time during the Second
Battle of Ypres (probably in the Battle of Frezenberg Ridge and the Battle of Bellewaarde Ridge). By
28 May, 1 officer and 18 OR were dead, 3 officers and 113 OR were wounded, 90 OR were gas
poisoned and 2 officers and 36 OR were sick wasted.

Robert and the other men were in the trenches near Hooge when on 2 June, German artillery
bombarded the Hooge area from 5 a.m. to 4 p.m. before its infantry captured the Chateau de Hooge.
The BEF countered attacked. On 11 June, the battalion was engaged in severe fighting with more
casualties. From 11 to 18 June, one officer and 4 OR were Killed, 2 OR died of wounds and two
officers and 34 ORs were wounded. The battalion suffered more losses in action at Neuve Eglise.
From 22 to 28 June, 2 OR were Killed, 2 died of wounds and 6 were wounded. Within two months,
30% of the 1/5th (Cumberland) Battalion T.F., Border Regiment’s officers and 32% of its other
ranks were either dead or wounded.2s

For the next 12 months, the battalion remained in the Ypres Salient area. Robert experienced day-
to-day trench warfare, shelling, sniper fire and small skirmishes, followed by rest periods behind
the lines. In a letter sent to his parents in July 1915, he depicted the surreal world that he now
occupied. Sitting in his dug-out writing the letter, all was quiet with a few shells and bullets going
over the top. However, “four of our fellows were wounded on Sunday night. They were just
standing in the trench underneath an iron sheeting when a German rifle grenade came right
through and wounded all. Joe Barker of Blennerhasset, and Mr. Greenwood of Aspatria, were very
badly hurt and two others from Workington.” He provided news about other men from the area.
Arthur Scott of Blennerhasset, who had been gassed on Whit Monday and hospitalized, was back
with the unit and doing well, while Joe Robinson of Fletchertown had gone home for a bit of rest. “I
am sure he will need it as he has gone through some very rough fights.”26

Besides this constant physical danger, the trenches that he and his companions occupied were in
close proximity to the enemy’s trenches. They could hear the enemy whistling, talking, singing and
hammering upon metal. They observed pigeons arriving and leaving the enemy trenches and
reported seeing one enemy soldier wearing a blue grey cap with a red band around it with two
buttons in the middle. They found copies of the Gazette des Ardennes placed by the enemy where
they could be easily found.

On 20 December 1915, the battalion was transferred to 151st Brigade in the 50th Division.2” At
some point, Robert was promoted to corporal. He and his fellow soldiers spent the 24 and 25
December draining water from trenches A7 to A12 near Hooge. On 31 December 1915/1 January
1916, they heard the enemy singing and shouting throughout the night and its band playing the
English national anthem, God Save the King.



Between 19 December 1915 and 30 June 1916 (before the Battles of the Somme), the BEF was not
engaged in any major battles. However 5,845 officers and 119,196 men of other ranks were killed.28
Besides the day-to-day trench warfare, there were small-scale skirmishes. The BEF sent groups of
10 to 200 men on 63 raids, of which 47 were successful. The German forces made 33 raids on the
British Front, of which 20 were successful.2? One such raid occurred on 2 March, 1916. The 17th
Division attacked the enemy line at International Trench. The enemy counter attacked trapping the
9th Duke of Wellington’s Regiment. Perhaps Robert was in one of the four platoons from the 1/5th
(Cumberland) Battalion T.F., Border Regiment, which advanced from Blauwepoort Farm through
heavy artillery barrage to come to its support. Major G.E. Wannell, 9th Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment, wrote on 6 March that the men of the Border Regiment “were splendid...and behaved
throughout with great gallantry ... My men much appreciated your help.”30 Perhaps Lance-Corporal
J. M. Fell was not exaggerating when he wrote that although the Border Regiment did not receive
much press, in the field wherever it went the other troops would say “Good old Borders.”3!

By 27 May 1916, the 5th Battalion was in trenches near Vierstraat. Relieved on 2 June, it moved to
billets for six rest days. However, owing to the Brigade being so weak, almost every man was taken
nightly for work parties. By 8 June, the battalion was back in the Right Sub Sector trenches near
Vierstraat, where the enemy bombarded the line with trench mortars and rifle grenades.

On a showery Saturday 10 June 1916, Corporal Robert Haughin was wounded by a bomb from a
trench mortar. He was taken to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) at Bailleul, France.
He might have been one of the 115 injured men admitted on 10 June or one of 15 admitted on
Sunday, 11 June.32 He was one of the two men who died on 11 June.33 His parents were notified of
his death around 24 June in a letter written by Sergeant J. Renny.34 On 27 September 1916, his
father received Robert’s savings of £10 15s 10p and on 6 October 1919, he received a War Gratuity
of £9.35

Corporal Robert Haughin was buried at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord,
Grave/Memorial Reference II. B. 173.3¢ Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian border. It was
occupied on 14 October 1914 and became an important railhead, air depot and hospital centre.
Several casualty clearing stations, including No. 1 Canadian CCS, were quartered there. The earliest
Commonwealth burials at Bailleul were made in April 1915. An extension was built and burials
continued until April 1918; they occurred again in September and after the Armistice, when
soldiers’ remains were brought in from the neighbouring battlefields.

Robert was posthumously awarded the 1914 Star, also called the Mons star (for serving in a theatre
of war between 5 August 1914 and midnight of 22/23 November 1914), the Victory Medal (for
service in an operational theatre), and the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914
and 1918).37 As next of kin, his father and mother also received a memorial plaque and a parchment
scroll.

Although Robert’s parents and siblings must have grieved his death immensely, the social
conventions of the day demanded that the bereaved accept their losses quietly and stoically. The
Haughin family’s experience was probably not unique. Their world continued without Robert. His
older brother, John, who had enlisted in 1/5th (Cumberland) Battalion T.F., Border Regiment, on 31
May 1915, was medically discharged with a Class P pension on 4 December 1917.38 His sister
Dorothy, who had emigrated in 1913 to Tasmania, Australia, with her husband Joseph Timperon
and infant son, John,3° named her son born 23 August, 1916, Robert Haughin Timperon. Robert’s
youngest brother William joined the 1st Battalion, Border Regiment, and died at the age of 19 on 1
October 1921 in Karachi, probably during the Waziristan campaign of 1921-1924.40



On the eve of another war in 1939, some members of the Haughin family were living in close
proximity in Watch Hill, Cumberland. Robert’s mother Ann was living with her daughter Sarah Jane
Dove and grandchildren at Gourie Cottages.*! John, who was working as a general labourer, and his
family lived nearby,*? as did Annie Lizzie Hodgson and her family.*3

Corporal Robert Haughin's sacrifice was not forgotten. His name was recorded in the Border
Regiment’'s Books of Remembrance, located in the Regimental Chapel, Carlisle Cathedral.#* On 30
May 1920, the members of All Saints Church (aka Allhallows Church) erected a Celtic cross to
honour the men from the parish who died during WW1. Corporal Robert Haughin was one of the
men remembered.*s Nor did his family forget him. After the death of his mother, his siblings erected
a gravestone at All Saints Church in memory of Robert, his father and mother, sister Margaret,
brother William, and his niece, Frances Veitch.46
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