
Private Robert Ross Andrew©  
Regimental number: 291374 
"A" Company, 1st Battalion, Gordon Highlanders   
 
born: 1890 – died: 24 April 1918 
 
Private Robert Ross Andrew was the first child of David and Margaret Andrew. He was born in 
1890 in Greenock, Renfrewshire, in Scotland.1 David and Margaret McKell Ross had married in Port 
Glasgow, Renfrewshire, in 1888.2 A second son followed a few years after Robert’s birth—William 
Ross, born in Greenock West in 1894.3 David was then 41 and this was his second family.  
 
David had married his first wife, the former Christina Kennedy, on 24 December 1874 in Abbey 
Paisley, Renfrewshire4, but sadly she died in 18865 leaving him with at least seven children ten 
years of age and younger:  
 
• Alexander Kennedy (born in about 1876), 
• Daniel (born in about 1877), 
• Christina (born 2 April 1879 in Abbey Paisley),6 
• David (born in about 1880), 
• James Provan (born in about 1881), 
• Jane Provan (Jeanie) (born in about 1883) and 
• Mary (born in about 1884).7 

 
In 1881, David and his first wife Christina were living at 41 Lyndoch Street, in Greenock Middle, 
Renfrewshire.8 Christina died five years later and, after his marriage to Margaret, David and the 
children had moved to 18 Kelly Street in Greenock, where David was a pawnbroker.9 In 1901, he 
was a shopfitter’s salesman and the family was living at 9 Trafalgar Street, still in Greenock.10  
 
It is not clear where the family was in 1911, but in 1914, Robert married Mabel Young in 
Pollokshields, near Glasgow.11  
 
Two years after his marriage, Robert joined the British Expeditionary Force. He enlisted in Glasgow 
in about March 191612 and served as a private with the 1st Battalion of the Gordon Highlanders.13 
The Highlanders were part of the 76th Infantry Brigade and, in April 1918, were in the trenches 
near Vendin-lès-Béthune, just west of Béthune.14 The Brigade was in the process of being relieved 
by the 9th Infantry Brigade on 23 April when Robert was fatally injured. It is not known how he was 
injured but he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station that day with gunshot 
wounds to his right arm and knee, his left thigh and knee and his head.15 He died the following day 
and was buried on 25 April in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row A, Grave No. 2) with 
the Canadian chaplain Robert K. Lambert presiding.  
 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance. Robert was one of 188 soldiers admitted on 23 April 
and one of 46 soldiers to die at the station that month.16  
 
The chaplain sent a letter to his wife at 50 Braeside Street in Kelvinside, North Glasgow, to notify 
her of his death.17 She received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death18 and 
requested the following inscription for his gravestone:  
 



BLESSED ARE THE DEAD 
WHICH DIE IN THE LORD19 

 
Robert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).20 He is also remembered on 
Inverclyde’s online roll of honour.21  
 
Four of the Andrew sons served in the Great War—three lost their lives; Robert was the last.  
 
James was both the first to enlist and the first to die. He had enlisted at the outbreak of the war22 
and died in Flanders only a few months later. He was serving as a private (regimental number: 
6334) with the 1st Battalion of the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders when he was killed in action 
on 22 October 1914.23 He has no known grave but is remembered on the Menin Gate memorial, in 
Ypres, Belgium. Like his brother, James was awarded posthumously the British War Medal and the 
Victory Medal. He was also awarded the 1914–15 Star, for service in the war against Germany 
between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915. He is recognized on Inverclyde’s online roll of 
honour.24  
 
Robert’s eldest half-brother Alexander was the next to enlist. He signed up for the war effort on 11 
October 1915, at the age of 40. He enlisted as a private in London, England, even though he was 
living at 759 Pollokshaw Road in Glasgow.25 He joined the Army Service Corps (regimental number: 
298909) and in October sailed to the Mediterranean, disembarking in Mudros, Greece. While there 
in November, he was posted to the 27th Labour Corps. He sailed on to Alexandria, Egypt, in 
February 1916 and, shortly after, turned around and sailed back to Europe, arriving in Marseilles in 
April 1916. He remained with the Labour Corps until the end of the war and returned to England in 
February 1919. He was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal and, since he enlisted 
early in the war, he was also awarded the 1914–15 Star. 
 
Robert and his brother William enlisted only a few months apart. Two years before he enlisted, 
William married Anna Sophia Welch on 20 March 1914, when he was an insurance clerk, living at 
28 Bute Terrace at Queen’s Park in Glasgow.26 He enlisted in about June 191627 in Camberwell, 
Surrey and served as a private (regimental number: 22768) with the 13th Battalion of the East 
Surrey Regiment.28 He was killed in action on 26 November 1917. Like his brother James, he has no 
known grave and is remembered on the  Cambrai Memorial (Panel 6) in the Louverval Military 
Cemetery in Louverval, France. Like his brothers Robert and James he is also remembered on 
Inverclyde’s online roll of honour.29 
 
At least two of Robert’s siblings went to America. David went to the United States in 189630 and, on 
28 June 1904, married Mabel A. Lennox,31 a Canadian from Huron East, north of London, Ontario.32 
They were married in Detroit, Michigan and were living there in 1910.33 David was a chief clerk in 
the paint and varnish industry34 but, by 1940, he was a vice president in the same industry.35 He 
died on 27 December 1945 in Shaker Heights, Cuyahoga, Ohio.  
 
David’s sister Christina also immigrated to the United States and lived just a few miles from David 
and Mabel. She had married David Allan in Greenock in 190236 and they arrived in the States in 
1906.37 In 1920, they were living in River Rouge, just outside Detroit, where David Allan was a shop 
fitter, working in the ship building industry. Sadly, Christina died on 8 April 1928,38 just after her 
49th birthday, leaving her husband and at least one son.39  
 



Little is known about Robert’s other siblings. Jeanie married Alexander Walker in Plantation, near 
Glasgow, in 1920.40 Nothing is known about Daniel or Mary.  
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