Private Thomas Bartram®
Regimental number: 94483
13th Battalion, The King's (Liverpool Regiment)

born: 3 June 1898-died: 7 May 1918

Private Thomas Bartram was born on 3 June 1898 in Liverpool, Lancashire and was baptized
exactly a month later at St George’s Everton, Liverpool. He was the first son of Richard Bartram and
his wife, the former Caroline Elizabeth Garrett.! Both his parents were born in about 1878—his
father in Rotherham, Yorkshire, and his mother in Liverpool (on 5 July 1878),2 where they married
in 1897.3 They had five children; sadly, two died in childhood.* Their second child, Emily, was born
the year after Thomas but died soon after birth.> Two children followed shortly afterwards—Nora
on 14 August 1902¢ and Richard on 16 July 1904.7 It is not known who the fifth child was.

In 1901, the young family was living at 79 Sedley Street in Liverpool, where Thomas’ father was
working as a life insurance agent. Ten years later, the family had moved about four miles away to
the opposite side of Liverpool and was living at 51 Ancaster Road. Thomas was at school, but also
working as a shop assistant—probably with his father, who was in the groceries and provisions
trade.

Early in 1915, Thomas’ father died,® and his mother remarried later the same year. She married
Hugh Parry in West Derby, Lancashire.?

Two years after the outbreak of war. Thomas enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force. He
enlisted in about August 1916,1° when he was 18 years old, as a private in the Manchester Regiment
(regimental number: 252581). At some point, he transferred to The King’s (Liverpool Regiment)
and was serving with the 13th Battalion of that regiment in 1918.11

At the beginning of May 1918, Thomas’ battalion was stationed in Annezin, just outside Bethune in
northern France. The battalion was required to move from Annezin because the area was heavily
shelled with gas shells, called Yellow Cross, because of their yellow markings, indicating mustard
gas.12 The battalion moved to Choques on 2 May. In the evening of 4 May the troops moved into the
Shropshire Line and the next day began work on digging a new trench. The troops remained in the
trenches and continued to work on the new trench at night for next two nights.!3

It is not known how Thomas was injured, but he was admitted on 7 May to No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station with shrapnel wounds, and both his legs were severed below the knee. He died the
same day and was buried that day in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row B, Grave 7) with the
Canadian chaplain G. C. d’Easum presiding.14

Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.!> Thomas was one of 156 soldiers admitted on 7 May
and one of 115 soldiers to die at the station that month.16

A letter was sent to his mother, who was living at 69 Armley Road, Anfield, Liverpool, to notify her
of her son’s death.1” She received the monies owing to her son from the army upon his death.18

Thomas was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).19



In 1939, Thomas’ mother may have been a widow again and living at 19 Starfield Street in
Liverpool.20
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