Private John Buckley©
Regimental number: 99432
1st/7th Battalion, The King's (Liverpool Regiment)

born: 18 June 1899-died: 7 May 1918

Private John Buckley was born on 18 June 1899 and baptized on 29 September of the same year at
St. Mary Magdalene church in Sutton-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire.! He was the son of Thomas and
Elizabeth Buckley—both born in Sutton-in-Ashfield.2 His father was born on 11 December 18763
and his mother, the former Elizabeth Eleanor Clarke, the following year, on 14 September 1877.4
They probably also married in Sutton-in-Ashfield because the marriage was registered four miles
away in Mansfield in 1898.5

Thomas and Elizabeth were living on York Street in Sutton-in-Ashfield with their first two sons in
1901, where Thomas was a coal miner (hewer¢).” Ten years later they had moved to 18 Chatsworth
Street, where they would remain for at least thirty years. Thomas was now a coal miner (stallmans)
and all four children were at home:9

John,

Francis (called Frank) (born in 1901),10

Evan Charles (born on 14 February 1904)!! and
Annie (born on 13 October 1907).12

John turned 18 in June 1917 and was eligible to serve in the Great War. He enlisted sometime after
May 1917,13 joining the 1st/7th Battalion of The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment in Derby,14 20 miles
from his home.

The 1st/7th Battalion was one of the “Pals” battalions—initially made up primarily of men from the
same geographic area.1s In 1915, all men in this battalion came from Bootle, Southport and the
Merseyside area. In the early years of the war, about 16 men in the battalion were dying each
month. However, by 1918 this had risen to about 29 men, and the ranks of the battalions were
being depleted. Transfers and newly enlisted men—both conscripts and volunteers—from other
places were being placed in the battalion to bolster its ranks so that, in 1918, only 45% were from
the Bootle, Southport and Merseyside area. Although another 45% were from elsewhere in
Lancashire, 10% of the soldiers came from outside the county. John was one of those from outside
Lancashire who joined the battalion late in the war. In spite of the declining number of local men,
the social cohesion and esprit de corps that was assumed to come from being a Pals battalion
remained high.

John may have been with the battalion when it engaged in the Third Battle of Ypres in late July
1917. By the time the battalion was relieved on 4 August, it had participated in what was called its
“finest hour.”t¢ The battalion, in fact the whole division of which it was part, again came in for high
praise for its defensive tactics ahead of the German Spring Offensive in 1918. When the Germans
attacked on 9 April, the 1st/7th Battalion had been in the trenches near Festubert since the end of
March. Casualties of the German attack were high, but “the 7th Kings were doing heroic work. ..
everybody was in it - RE’s [sic] [Royal Engineers], Pioneers, cooks, bottlewashers and all.”17 The
battalion was relieved on 13 April, after two weeks in the trenches. The successes of the battalion
and the division of which it was part demonstrated the importance of community links to



maintaining morale and combat effectiveness. “Community identity had been firmly re-established
at Home and in 1/7th King’s, despite the reduction in the numbers of local men.”18

This was the context which John left when he was injured and admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station on 6 May 1918. He had received gunshot wounds to his right thigh, buttock and
arms and suffered a compound fracture. He died the following day and was buried the same day in
Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row B, Grave No. 4) with the Canadian chaplain R. K.
Lambert presiding.’® He was not yet 20 years old.

Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.2? John was one of 52 soldiers admitted on 6 May and
one of 115 soldiers to die at the station that month.21

John’s next of kin was his mother, and she received a letter from the chaplain to notify her of her
son’s death. His father received the monies owing to John from the army upon his death?2 and he
had the following inscription included on his gravestone:

HE WAS LOVED
AND IS FONDLY REMEMBERED
BY ALL WHO KNEW HIM?23

In 1939, his parents were still living at 18 Chatsworth Street, where his father, at the age of 63, was
still working underground as a colliery ripper.2+

John’s brother Frank may have died in 1922.25 His brother Evan probably married Elsie M. Wilton in
193226 and, in 1939, they were living at 89 Collins Avenue in Sutton-in-Ashfield.2” Evan probably
died the following year, 1940.28 Annie married Mark Bradley, a colliery hewer, in 1930?° and, in
1939, was living at 69 Meden Bank in Sutton-in-Ashfield.*
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