
Private Robert Campbell©  
Regimental number: 11763 
2nd Battalion, Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) 
 
born: about 1888–died: 5 May 1918 
  
Private Robert Campbell was born in about 1888, the son of George and Isabella Campbell.1 Both 
Robert and his parents were born in Edinburgh, Scotland—George William in about 18512 and 
Isabella (the former Isabella Brown)3 in about 1854.4 George and Isabella probably had at least nine 
children:  
 
• Mary (born in about 1875), 
• Helen (born in about 1877),  
• Isabella (born in about 1879), 
• George (born in about 1880),5 
• Matthew (born in about 1883), 
• Matilda (born in about 1885), 
• Robert, 
• William (born in about 1889)6 and 
• Alfred (born in about 1893).7 

 
George worked in the printing business. In 1881, he was a machine printer and the family was 
living at 8 Violet Bank in Edinburgh.8 Ten years later, they were all at 17 St James Square and 
George was now a letterpress machine man.9 He had the same occupation and the family was living 
at the same address in 1901.10  
 
Sometime in 1907, George developed pulmonary tuberculosis. He died of exhaustion as a result of 
his illness, in his home on St James Square on 23 February 1909.11 His daughter Helen, who had 
married Mr. Loftus, reported the death.  
 
Robert enlisted in the Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) in Edinburgh12 in about September 1914.13 
He served in the 2nd Battalion, which was the regiment’s first battalion deployed in the Great War. 
The 2nd Battalion had been serving in India from 1891 to 1909 when it was relieved by the 1st 
Battalion. The 2nd Battalion remained in England until it was deployed to the Western Front on 14 
August 1914.14 
 
Robert went to Europe with his battalion15 and saw most of the major battles on the Western 
Front.16 He survived on the Front for nearly four years but, on 4 May 1918, he was admitted to No. 1 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot wounds and a fractured skull. He died there the 
following day and was buried the next day in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row B, Grave 1) 
with the Canadian chaplain G. C. d’Easum presiding.17  
 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918, when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.18 Robert was one of 185 soldiers admitted to the 
station on 4 May and one of 115 soldiers to die there in May 1918.19   
 
Robert’s mothers and his brother George received the monies owning to him from the army upon 
his death.20  
 



Robert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).21 
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