
Gunner Richard Lewis©  
Regimental number: 181388 
15th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery  
  
born: 1893–died: 9 May 1918  
 
Gunner Richard Lewis was the son of David and Elizabeth Lewis, of Rhywlwyfen, Machynlleth, 
Montgomeryshire, Wales.1 He was born in 18932 in Tygwyn, Uwchygarreg, Machynlleth,3 the third 
of their four sons:  
• David Edward (born in 1888)4 
• John (born in 1890)5  
• Richard and 
• Edward (born in 1899).6 

 
They also had two daughters:  
• Ellen (born on 1 August 1895)7 and  
• Elizabeth (Lizzie) Jane (born in 1897).8 

 
David and Elizabeth married in 1888 in Machynlleth,9 where both were born. David was 
considerably older than Elizabeth—he was born in about 184010 and his wife on 31 May 1863.11 
Sadly David died sometime in the early 1900s.12 
 
Richard’s father was a farmer on the outskirts of Machynlleth,13 in the township of Isygarreg.14 After 
his death, the family appears to have moved into town and were living at 56 Plascottag, Maingwen 
Street. Richard had continued in his father’s footsteps and was a farm labourer,15 working 
specifically as a shepherd.16 His siblings John and Elizabeth were also living at home, but it is not 
certain where the remaining children were living. Sometime between 1911 and 1916, Richard (and 
possibly the family) had moved about 90 miles further south to Aberafan, Merthyr Vale, in South 
Wales.17 
 
About the time the census was taken in the spring of 1911, Richard, who was then 18, enlisted in 
the 7th Battalion of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers.18 When he enlisted as a private (regimental number: 
685) in March 1911, he was 5’ 10” tall and in good health. He enlisted for four years, during which 
time World War I was declared. However, he remained at home until July 1915, when he left  
Devonport to sail to Egypt, arriving in Alexandria on 1 Aug 1915, where he joined the 
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. 
 
In spite of having been reprimanded a couple of times in his military career, Richard rose quickly 
through the ranks. He became a lance corporal in February 1915, a corporal in June 1915 and a 
sergeant in July 1915. In December 1915, Richard was hospitalized in Cairo and then, in January 
1916, he was invalided back to England on the transport ship Glengorm Castle.  
 
His first term of service came to an end, but Richard re-enlisted to serve in the Great War. He 
enlisted in Welshpool, Montgomeryshire,19 in about August 191620 and survived for four years with 
the 15th Siege Battery of the Royal Garrison Artillery before he died in 1918.  
 
The Royal Garrison Artillery was one element of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, which “. . . 
developed from fortress-based artillery located on British coasts. From 1914 when the army 
possessed very little heavy artillery it grew into a very large component of the British forces. It was 



armed with heavy, large calibre guns and howitzers that were positioned some way behind the 
front line and had immense destructive power.”21 “Siege Batteries RGA were equipped with heavy 
howitzers, sending large calibre high explosive shells in high trajectory, plunging fire . . . As British 
artillery tactics developed, the Siege Batteries were most often employed in destroying or 
neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting destructive fire down on strongpoints, dumps, 
store, roads and railways behind enemy lines.”22 
 
Richard was already dead when he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 
9 May 1918. He was killed by shrapnel wounds to his head and was buried in Pernes British 
Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row B, Grave No. 22) the following day, with the Canadian chaplain R. K. 
Lambert presiding.23  
 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918, when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.24 Richard was one of 115 soldiers to die at the station 
that month. He was admitted the same day that the chaplain J. K. Tibbits arrived at the station from 
the 10th Stationary Hospital.25  

A letter to notify the family of his death was sent to his mother at 33 Pant Close, Aberfan Merthyn 
Vale. She received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death26 and had the following 
inscription placed on his gravestone:  

SON OF DAVID 
AND ELIZABETH LEWIS 

RHIWLWYFEN, MACHYNLLETH27 
 

Richard was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).28 It is not known to whom the 
medals were sent but, sadly, they were returned to the army.  
 
Richard’s mother received a pension after her son’s death—it was set at 20/- a week for life. In 
1939, Richard’s mother, a pensioner, was living with her daughter Ellen at Llwyncelyn in 
Machynlleth.29 Ellen had married John R. Evans, a railway signalman, in 1925.30  
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