
Private Frederick Charles Stidder©  
Regimental number: 41084 
7th Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry  
 
born: 1899–died: 10 May 1918 
 
Private Frederick Charles Stidder (known as Charles) was the son of a soldier. His father, John 
Francis Stidder,1 first served in the British army at the age of 17.2 He was born on 21 July 18733 
in Earlswood, Monmouthshire, Wales4 and first enlisted in the South Wales Borderers (regimental 
number: 1224) in September 1884. He remained in England until October 1887, when he was 
posted—possibly to Burma—where he remained for just over a year. In November 1888, he was 
posted to India, then came home in April 1892 and again served in England for four years.  
 
During his time at home, he married the former Augusta Louisa Pritchard (known as Louisa), who 
was born 19 July 18665 in Gatton, Somerset.6 They married at St Luke church in Barton Hill, 
Somersetshire, on 1 October 1893, but Charles and his two siblings were born in the Bristol, 
Gloucestershire, area in the following years. Francis William (known as Frank) was born on 
9 January 1894 in Barton Regis,7 Louisa Ethel on 5 December 18958 in Bedminster9 and Charles in 
1899 in Bristol.10 A fourth child, John Henry, was born quite a few years later, on 17 December 1912 
in Bristol.11  
 
Charles’ father was discharged from his term of service in September 1896 but re-enlisted for 
another four years with the Army Reserve. He appears to have been posted to South Africa in 
January 1900, for he was awarded the Queen’s South Africa Medal with the clasps: “Johannesburg,” 
“Cape Colony,” “Orange Free State” and “South Africa 1901.”  
 
In the spring of 1901, while John was in South Africa, Louisa and the children were living at 57 
Stevens Crescent in Bristol. Her aunt, Mary A. Milton, and sister-in-law, Mary E. Stidder, John’s 
sister,12 were living with the family.13  
 
John was again discharged at the end of his term of service in September 1901. In 1906, he was 
living at 57 Stevens Crescent.14 By 1911, the family had moved to 2 Jubilee Place, Redcliffe in 
Bristol, where John was a general labourer for the Great Western Railway. Two children were 
employed: Frank was a baker’s deliverer and Ethel was doing inter-leaving for a bag manufacturer 
and printer. Charles was still at school. Louisa’s father, William Pritchard, a widower, who was a 
foreman and platelayer15 with the Great Western Railway, was living with the family, as was 
Louisa’s sister, Ethel Pritchard.16 
 
As an experienced soldier, Charles’ father enlisted again to serve in the Great War. He was then a 
platelayer and living at 4 Redcliffe Parade E. in Bristol when he enlisted as a private in the 4th 
Gloucester Regiment (regimental number: 347746) on 15 May 1915.  He was 48 years old and 
enlisted for the duration of the war. It is not totally clear where John served, but it appears that he 
was initially sent to the Royal Defence Corps when it was formed in March 1916. This corps was 
established for soldiers who were too old or medically unfit to serve at the Front but who provided 
security and guard duties in the United Kingdom.17  
 
At the end of 1917, John was with the Royal Engineers (possibly at the Railway Troop Depot). His 
service appears to have been specifically related to his occupation as a platelayer—in July 1918, he 



passed from a “proficient” to “skilled” as platelayer. He was probably serving as a sapper with the 
Machine Gun Corps at the time of his demobilization in July 1919. 
 
Charles’ father had had a long and positive military career—his military file indicates that his 
military character was “exemplary.” Charles only turned 19 (the age of enlistment) in 1918 and, as a 
result, he enlisted in the last year of the war.18 He enlisted in Bristol19 as a private in the Somerset 
Light Infantry.20 The 7th Service Battalion of the regiment was formed in September 1914 and went 
overseas in July 1915,21 but Charles joined the Western Front much later. On 9 May 1918, he was 
fatally injured. He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station the same day with 
gunshot wounds to his right side, thigh, leg, elbow and back and to his left thumb. Charles died the 
following day and was buried that day in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row B, Grave 23) 
with the Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding.22 
 
His mother, still living on Redcliffe Park, was notified of his death.23 His father, who was still serving 
when his son died, received the monies owning to Charles from the army upon his death, including 
a £3 war gratuity.24 He had the following inscription placed on his son’s gravestone:  
 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
HE LIVES IN OUR MEMORY25 

 
Charles was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).26 
 
Charles’ older brother Frank also served in the Great War—in fact, he had a long career in the Royal 
Marine Light Infantry (RMLI). Royal Marines hold army ranks (private, corporal etc.) but were part 
of the Royal Navy. They were a fighting force on board ship, with about one marine for every four 
seamen on board, but also had disciplinary and security duties:27  
 

They were stationed on the fo’c’sle and quarter-deck with their muskets to fire on 
enemy ships … To repel boarders and when boarding other ships . . . Marines took part 
in shore raids and cutting-out expeditions (where an enemy ship was cut off from 
shore). On board they provided sentries at the captain’s door, at the slow match by the 
galley (the only authorized light for smokers), at the scuttle-butt (the barrel of drinking 
water by the main hatchway) and, during action, at the hatchways (to prevent sailors 
from running and hiding in the hold) and magazines (store for arms, ammunition and 
provisions) . . .28  

 
Frank enlisted in the RMLI (register number: 15483) in Bristol on 17 October 1911.29 He was only 
17 years old, so he was recorded as being underage until his 18th birthday in January 1912. He was 
first posted to the Receiving Depot in Deal (Kent), where on 18 December 1911 he was tested to 
ensure he was able to swim. 
 
Unlike some members of the RMLI, who served on land, Frank appears to have always been either 
at a naval base or on board a ship. He was probably serving on HMS Berwick, an armoured cruiser, 
when it captured a German merchant ship just after the beginning of the war. After that he was 
probably patrolling the North Sea on HMS Carysfort. At the end of the war, he was serving on the 
depot ship HMS Blake.  
 



After the war Frank married Clara Gibbs on 15 September 1919 in the registry office in Tendring, 
Essex. 30  The following year, he was living at 6 George Street in Harwich, Essex, but was away from 
home, still serving on HMS Blake.  
 
After serving two periods of engagement in the RMLI, Frank was discharged on 8 January 1933—
just the day before his 39th birthday. He joined the Royal Marine Police on 26 June 1933 and, in 
1939, he was an RM Constable living at Admiralty Terrace in Strood, Kent.31  
 
He received the same two medals as his brother—the British War Medal and the Victory Medal— 
but, because he was serving early in the war, he also received the 1914–15 Star (for service in the 
war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915). In addition, he received the 
Royal Navy Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 1925–1930.32 Through out his career, his 
character was described as very good.  
 
In 1939, Charles’ parents and their youngest son John were living at 85 Cumberland Road, Bristol, 
with their daughter Ethel, who had married Ernest William Mills in 1919.33 Charles’ father John was 
retired from the Great Western Railway but his son-in-law Ernest was still working in maintenance 
for the railway. Charles’ brother John was an assistant buyer with the Bristol Aeroplane Company.  
 
The following year, on 30 April 1940, Charles’ father died in Bristol’s Royal Infirmary from terminal 
pneumonia and haematemesis from a gastric ulcer.34 His wife died the following year and was 
buried on 2 April 1941 at St. Mary-Redcliffe church in Bristol.35  Two years later, on 19 March 1943, 
their daughter Ethel buried her husband Ernest in the same graveyard.36 Ethel remarried four years 
later—she wed William G. Jennings in 194737—and probably died in 1959.38  
 
Charles, his father and his brother all gave great service in the military, but only Charles gave his 
life.  
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