
Private Alfred Parmenter©  
Regimental number: G/16319 
10th Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment 
 
born: 1 June 1898–died: 15 June 1916 
 
Alfred Parmenter was one of 704,803 soldiers from the British Isles who died in or because of the 
First World War.1 He was born on 1 June 1898 in Paddington, London, England, and was named 
after his paternal grandfather.2 His father, Arthur William (aka William) Parmenter (1865–1946),3 
and his mother, the former Ellen Griggs (1865–1938),4 were both born in Suffolk County villages 
about 12 km apart. Arthur William, the son of Sarah Dodd and Alfred Parmenter, a groom, was born 
in Sudbury.5 Ellen, the daughter of Susan Elmer and William Griggs, an agricultural labourer,6 was 
born in Boxford. Arthur William and Ellen married on 1 January 1887 at St. Mary the Virgin 
Anglican Church in Great Ilford, Essex.7  
 
The couple had 11 children, 4 of whom died before 1911.8 Records were available for 10 of the 
children: Ellen Mary (1887–1889),9 Arthur William (1889–?),10 Frederick George (1890–?),11 
Florence Mary (1893–1895),12 John Edward (1894–1894),13 Robert (1896–1915),14 Alfred, Doris 
May (1900–?),15 Nellie Elizabeth (1903–?),16 and Christina (1905–?).17  
 
Arthur and Ellen were living at 7 Marlbourgh Place, St. Marylebone, London, in 1891 with two 
children.18 Arthur was working as a painter’s assistance, a trade in which he would work for the 
rest of his life. By 1901, Arthur and Ellen were living with five children at 5 Saltram Crescent, 
Paddington, London.19They would continue to live on this street for the next four decades. 
 
On Sunday, 2 April 1911, Alfred was 12 years old and attending school, as were two of his younger 
sisters, Doris and Nellie. Christina, the youngest, was at home. His brother Robert was employed as 
an errand boy.20 Two older brothers had left home. Arthur William had married Ellen Medler on 7 
January 1911. He was a seaman on HMS Cyclops, of the Royal Navy. On his marriage certificate he 
listed his father’s occupation as a painter and decorator.21 Frederick George was a private in the 3rd 
Essex Regiment, Warley Barracks, Warley Brentwood, Essex.22 He married Ethel J. Weller in 1913.23 
 
When war was declared on 4 August 1914, Alfred was 16 years old. Like many others at the time he 
was probably caught up in the patriotic fervour that swept the country. His brother Robert enlisted 
in the 4th Battalion, Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex) Regiment, probably in August 1914 and 
was killed on 13 October 1915.24 Alfred, who was 5 feet 9 inches tall (175 cm) and weighed 136 
pounds (62 kg), was living with his parents at 5 Saltram Crescent and was employed as a milkman.  
He enlisted in the 41st Divisional Army Cyclist Corps on 14 July 1915, giving his age as 19.25  
 
The 41st Division, an infantry division raised in the spring of 1915 by the London mayors, was one 
of six new divisions adopted by the War Office in April 1915. Commanded by Major-General Sydney 
Lawford, it assembled around Aldershot, Hampshire, about 68 km from London. The Cyclist Corps 
was part of its Divisional Mounted Troops.26 The bicycle had been included in the British army’s 
armoury since the1880s. Bicycle troops were used during the Second Boer War, and the Haldane 
army reforms of 1908 created 10 bicycle units for the Territorial Force. During the First World War, 
the formation of a specialist Army Cyclist Corps was authorized by Army Order 477 dated 7 
November 1914. A cyclist company was added to all British divisions, including the New  
Army ones created by Lord Kitchener.  
 



Alfred might have been attracted to the Cyclists Corps because it was new technology and offered 
him the opportunity to develop skills in operating and maintaining a bicycle. Besides, its 
assignments might have seemed more interesting than those of the regular infantry. The primary 
roles of the cyclists were in reconnaissance and communications (message taking). Cyclists were 
armed as infantry and could provide mobile firepower. The pay of the cyclist was the same as that 
of the infantry. Additional “proficiency pay” was given to men who qualified as proficient cyclists 
and had the necessary physical endurance. However, as the First World War evolved into one of 
entrenchment, the need for cyclist units declined. Many of the soldiers from cyclist units would be 
reassigned to infantry units.27  
 
Alfred spent 10 months after enlistment training with B Company, 41st Divisional Cyclist Corps, 
probably around London, and later at Aldershot. On 12 February 1916, he married Emily May 
Chandler at St. Saviour Church, Paddington. Ellen Parmenter, most likely his mother, was one of the 
witnesses.28 His wife, Emily May (1888–1979)29 was living at 14 Bloomfield Road and working as a 
cook.30 She had a four-year old son, Cyril Royal Chandler (b. 14 April 1912).31 In April, Alfred was 
with the 41st Divisional Cyclist Corps at Aldershot when he made a will leaving all his effects to his 
wife Emily May Parmenter. 
 
The various units of the 41st Division left Aldershot in early May to join the British Expeditionary 
Force (BEF) on the Western Front. Alfred embarked on 4 May 1916 from Southampton, Hampshire, 
to Le Havre, France. From there, he travelled 306 km to Moolenacker, located between Armentières 
and Hazebrouck, France. At Moolenacker, he participated in training exercises from 6 to 27 May. 
According to his service file, Alfred transferred to the 10th Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West 
Kent) Regiment, 41st Division on 28 May. He most likely was one of the 93 Other Ranks (ORs), 41st 
Divisional Cyclist Corps, who were reassigned to the 10th Battalion on 27 May, increasing the 
battalion’s strength from 34 officers and 909 ORs to 34 officers and 1002 ORs.32  
 
By 28 May, the 10th Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment was in the front line 
trenches at Le Bizet, Belgium, about 2.4 km from Armentières. During the next few weeks, Alfred 
experienced day-to-day trench warfare, shelling, sniper fire, endless noise, and small skirmishes, 
followed by rest periods behind the lines. During these rest periods, he and the other men were 
assigned to work parties, digging and repairing trenches. From 12 to 15 June, Alfred was with the 
battalion in the trenches near Despierre Farm. In the regiment’s war diary, those days were 
described as normal, with three ORs killed and three wounded.  
 
Alfred was most likely one of the wounded. He suffered severe injuries to both legs, probably from 
shellfire. The left leg was severed above the knee and the right leg was shattered. He was taken to 
No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) at Bailleul, France. He might have been one of the 
104 injured men admitted on 14 June, or one of the 15 who arrived on 15 June.33 He was one of two 
patients to die there on a dull and cloudy Thursday, 15 June. The chaplain recorded his death under 
Service Number 8253, and Regiment, 41st Divisional Cyclists Corp.34 Alfred was issued the service 
number G/16319, 10th Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment, on 27 June 1916, the 
same day Emily May was informed of his death.  
 
Private Alfred Parmenter was buried at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, 
(Grave/Memorial Reference II. B. 181). There was no inscription placed on Alfred’s gravestone.35  
Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian border. It was occupied on 14 October 1914 and became 
an important railhead, air depot and hospital centre. Several casualty clearing stations, including 
No. 1 Canadian CCS, were quartered there. The earliest Commonwealth burials at Bailleul were 
made in April 1915. An extension was built and burials continued until April 1918; they occurred 



again in September and after the Armistice, when soldiers’ remains were brought in from the 
neighbouring battlefields.  
 
Emily May received Alfred’s effects: a belt and four letters. On 28 October 1916, she received his 
savings of £1 12s 4p and on 10 October 1919, the War Gratuity of £3.36 She applied for a pension on 
28 October 1916 and was granted one starting 1 January 1917 for herself and for her son, Cyril 
Royal, until he was 16 years old.37 
 
Alfred was posthumously awarded the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre), and the 
British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918).38 Emily May also received a 
memorial plaque and a parchment scroll.  
 
Although Alfred’s parents and siblings must have grieved his and John’s deaths immensely, the 
social conventions of the day demanded that the bereaved accept their losses quietly and stoically. 
Their world continued without them. Alfred’s brothers Arthur William and Frederick George 
survived the war. Frederick and his wife lived with his mother and father at 5 Saltram Crescent 
from 1918 to 1922.39 His sisters married: Doris May wed Frank Edward Bidwell on 2 March 1924, 
Nellie Elizabeth married William James Coulson on 17 April 1924 and Christina wed Sidney R. J. 
Cousins early in 1925.40 In 1939, on the eve of another war, his father Arthur William was still living 
on Saltram Crescent, Paddington.41 Alfred’s wife Emily May moved to Little Anne, Pewsey, in 1916 
and was still living there in 1920. In 1938, she married Louis J. Pearce. She and Louis were living in 
Islington, London, in 1939. Louis was working for the Police, War Department constabulary.42  
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