Sergeant Clarence Verne Boyd MM©
Regimental number: 500607
4th Signal Company, Canadian Engineers

born: 13 October 1893-died: 30 September 1918

Sergeant Clarence Verne Boyd, the second son of James Boyd and the former Susannah Lougheed,
was born on 13 October 1893 in Grey County, Ontario.! His older brother, John Reginald, had been
born five years earlier.2

Both Clarence’s parents were born in Ontario. James Boyd, born on 18 November 1855, was the son
of Scottish immigrants, John and Margaret Boyd.3 His wife Susannah, born on 11 April 1858, was
the daughter of Irish immigrants, Robert Lougheed and Eliza Seabrook.* The couple married in
Euphrasia, Grey County, on 2 February 1886.5 James was a millwright.

Clarence’s older brother was born on 27 August 1887¢ and, in 1891, the young family was living in
Euphrasia, where James was farming.” Ten years later the family, now with the addition of Clarence,
was still farming in Euphrasia.8 By 1911, Clarence’s father had become a factory man and the family
was living in Meaford, Grey County—probably on Denmark Street. Ruby Lougheed, the daughter of
Susannah’s brother George, was living with the family.9 She would stay with the family until at least
1921.10

When Clarence enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force on 21 October 1915, he was a student
but had previously served in the militia.!! He was 5’ 8” tall and had a dark complexion, hazel eyes
and brown hair. He arrived in England on 10 January 1916 and went to the Canadian camp at
Shorncliffe. He joined the 4th Canadian Divisional Signal Corps of the Canadian Engineers in June
and left for France on 11 August 1916.

On 19 May 1917, Clarence was promoted to lance corporal and in mid-July was given ten days leave
in Marseilles. About six weeks after he rejoined his unit, he was admitted to No. 11 Canadian Field
Ambulance with tonsillitis but was discharged a few days later.

On 20 July 1917, Clarence was appointed second corporal. In early August he distinguished himself
with his conspicuous gallantry in the field and was awarded a Military Medal. He showed leadership
and bravery in continuing to lay telephone lines under enemy fire.12
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Perhaps as a result of his gallantry, he was appointed acting sergeant on 12 August 1918 and was
then given two weeks leave in the United Kingdom, rejoining his unit at the end of August.

When he joined on 31 August, his battalion was in the field at Hermaville, 15 kilometres northwest
of Arras, France. At the end of September, the 3rd Signal Company was probably supporting the
British offensive near Cambrai. The men were involved in preparing communication systems for
the offensive attack. It was while doing this work that Clarence was fatally injured. He received
gunshot wounds to his abdomen and was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on
30 September. He died there the same day and was buried the following day in Duisans British
Military Cemetery (Plot 8, Row A, Grave 9) with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding. He died
just days before his 25th birthday.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.13 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and
was stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918. Clarence was one of 1681
Canadians admitted to the station in September and 31 to die there that month.14

In addition to the Military Medal, Clarence was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for
service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational
theatre).

In 1921, Clarence’s parents were living at 5 Monarch Park in Toronto, where James was a
carpenter.15 They were living at 15 Monarch Park when Susannah died on 29 December 1937 of
lobar pneumonialé and when James died of arteriosclerosis and senility on 12 January 1940.17 Both
were buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery.

Clarence’s brother John became a doctor, which may be why there is no evidence that he served in
the Canadian Expeditionary Force. He married Pauline Ruby Shupe on 14 June 1916 in Welland,
Ontario,!8 and in 1921 they were living with two children at 169 East Main in Welland.1® They had
at least three children, two of whom died prematurely. Their first child, Ross Verne, died on 12
February 1923 of whooping cough at the age of 6.2° Their second child, Betty Theresa, died on 15
December 1940 of meningococcal meningitis at the age of 20.21 Their third child, Margaret Jean,
born in 1927, married Raymond Clifford Cork and died in 2006.22 Pauline died on 13 August 195623
and John on 28 June 1969.24 They all joined John’s parents in Mount Pleasant Cemetery.
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