
 

 

Private James Johnston©  
Regimental number: 32410 
1st Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers 
  
born: 1885 – died: 1918  
 
James Johnston was born in Glasgow in 1885, the eldest child of James and Mary Cordelia Johnston.1 
James senior was a master house painter,2 and in 1911 son James was following in his father’s 
footsteps as a house painter.3 
 
On 1 March 1917, James Jr. enlisted in the Royal Scots Fusiliers in Glasgow,4 aged 31 years and 10 
months. He was initially posted to the 3rd Battalion,5 but on 29 May 1917 he was assigned to the 
1st Battalion, and the following day he was in France.6 The 1st Battalion was stationed at this time 
near Arras7 where it had been heavily involved in the Battle of Arras in April 1917.8 
 
Ten months later, in April 1918, the battalion was still in the Arras area, at Houchin.9 From April 
11–14 the battalion was heavily involved in operations north of Bethune and came under severe 
attack.10 Casualties were high, with 8 killed and 338 wounded and missing.11 
 
One of these casualties was Private James Johnston, who suffered gunshot wounds to the back on 
April 12, and was treated at 26 General Hospital in Etaples.12 He rejoined his battalion on 21 May 
1918. Less than three weeks later, on 9 June 1918, enemy artillery scored a direct hit on A Company 
Headquarters, killing one officer and wounding another officer and 11 Other Ranks.13 Private 
Johnston was one of these; he was admitted with severe wounds to the head to No. 1 Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Station at nearby Pernes.14 He lingered there until he died on 20 June and was 
buried the same day at Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row B, Grave No. 25).15 The 
cemetery lies one kilometre west of Pernes-en-Artois, in the region of Pas de Calais, and contains 
the remains of 1096 soldiers from the two world wars. The inscription on his tombstone reads 
 

A LOVING BROTHER TRUE AND KIND A BEAUTIFUL MEMORY LEFT BEHIND16  
 

Private James Johnston received the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 
British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918).17 
 
James had two younger brothers, Alfred (born 1887) and Charles (born 1894).18 There is no 
evidence that either served in the First World War. He also had a younger sister, Cordelia (born 
1889),19 and she took over the family painting business together with brother Charles and a John 
Robertson.20 
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