
Private Edward Parker McGee©  
Regimental number: 37064 
16th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers 
  
born: 1892–died: 9 August 1917  
 
Private Edward Parker McGee’s family suffered greatly in 
World War I: in all, four brothers were killed in action, 
including three who died on the same day. The local 
newspaper reported:  
 

THREE SONS IN ONE DAY. On Oct. 12th, 1916, Thomas 
Parker McGee died in France of wounds received three days 
before. On the same day his two brothers, James and Bert 
were missing. Through the Red Cross Enquiry it has now 
transpired that on that day Pte. H. Jackson, Suffolk Regt., 
lately in hospital in France, thus reports: "We made our 
advance towards evening, and I saw Pte. Bert Parker McGee 
killed by a high explosive shell on No Man's Land." There is as 
yet no news of James.1  

 

James (whose death was subsequently confirmed) and Bert 
were both privates in the 7th Battalion of the Suffolk 
Regiment while Thomas, also a private, served with the 1st 
Battalion of the Cambridgeshire Regiment.2 
 
Edward survived them by less than a year.  
 

Edward Parker McGee was born in Stuntney, Cambridgeshire, in 
the spring of 1892,3 the sixth of ten surviving children born to 
Sarah Payton. Sarah had married Henry McGee in 18784 and 
together they had two children: Edith (b. 1881)5 and Samuel (b. 
1882).6 No further records, including death records, could be 
found pertaining to Henry McGee.  
 
Sarah then entered into a relationship with Thomas Parker, the 
son of a neighbouring family.7 The 1891 Census describes Thomas 
as a lodger in a household headed by Sarah8 that included, in 
addition to Edith and Samuel, three more children: Lily (b. 1885),9 
Joseph (b. 1888)10 and Rhoda (b. 1890).11 By the 1901 Census, 
Thomas is described as the head of the household, living with 
Sarah as his “reputed” wife.12 After Edward, Sarah and Thomas 
had four more sons: Thomas (b. 1893),13 James (b. 1895),14 Bertie 
(b. 1898),15 and William (b. 1902).16 Another child, born in 1910, 
died at birth.17 All the children born after Samuel carry the name 
Parker in addition to the surname McGee. 
 
In 1911 Edward was boarding with his sister Rhoda, her husband, 
Reginald Smith, and their young daughter, Lily, on Nornea Farm 
near Ely, Cambridgeshire, where both men worked as 
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“milkmen.”18 Also living on the farm was the Newell family,19 which included a daughter, Sarah 
Jane.20 She was living and working as a domestic in the household of a widow of private means in 
the nearby village of Wilburton.21 Edward and Sarah were married in Ely, Cambridgeshire, in the 
fall of 1913.22 They had one child, a daughter, Gladys Edna, born on 13 July 1917.23  
 
Edward enlisted in Bury St. Edmund's, Suffolk,24 around August 1916, based on the war gratuity 
awarded his widow.25 First a member of the Northamptonshire Regiment, he was subsequently 
transferred to the 16th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers.26  
 
At the beginning of August 1917, the battalion was in the trenches near the coastal town of 
Oostduinkerke, Belgium. On 7 August, "D" Company and a platoon of "A" Company were preparing 
for a raid on the German trenches in front of them when heavy shelling resulted in about 40 
casualties, mostly in the "A" Company platoon.27  
 
Edward was admitted that day to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with a right leg fracture. 
He died at 1:15 a.m. on 9 August 1917 and was buried in the Adinkerke Military Cemetery the next 
day.28 It is unlikely that Edward ever met his daughter; nevertheless, his headstone bears the 
inscription, "Gone But Not Forgotten From His Wife and Daughter.”29  
 
Edward was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between  
1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).30 
 
Edward's wife Sarah Jane never remarried. She was living in Witchford Village, about 4 kilometres 
west of Ely, Cambridgeshire, when she was awarded Edward's pension;31 she was still living in 
Witchford, with her daughter Gladys, in 1965.32 Sarah Jane died in 197033 and is buried in St. 
Andrew's Churchyard in Witchford.34 Gladys married late in life: in 1977 she married John H. Tye.35 
Unfortunately, she passed away just two years later and is buried, like her mother, in St. Andrew's 
Churchyard, Witchford.36 
 
With respect to the rest of his family, Edward's father Thomas died in 193237 and his mother Sarah 
in 1947.38  
 
Edward's half-sister Edith married Edward Cross in 191039 and had five children: Jack (b. 1911),40  
Mollie (b. 1912),41 Lily (b. 1913),42 James Thomas Edward Bertie (b. 1918),43 and Clara (b. 1920).44 
Unfortunately, like the uncles for whom he was named, Private James T. E. B. Cross died while 
serving, in his case with the 2nd Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment, in 1941; he is buried in the 
Karachi War Cemetery in Pakistan.45 Edith died in 1945,46 and her husband in 1951.47 
 
His half-brother Samuel married Rachel Cross in 190648; they had one daughter.49 Samuel died on 
19 March 1961 and is buried in the City of Ely Cemetery;50 Rachel, who died on 18 April 1966,51 is 
buried next to her husband.52  
 
Edward's sister Lily married Arthur Nunn in 1905;53 they had no children, and Lily passed away in 
1914.54 In 1915 Arthur married for a second time;55 he died in 1936.56  
 
His brother Joseph married Edith Baulk in 1909;57 the couple had a daughter, Beatrice, in 191558 
and a son, Thomas, in 1922.59 Joseph passed away in 1970;60 his wife had died in 1954.61  
 
Edward's sister Rhoda died in 1965.62  
 



The youngest of the Parker McGee children, William, married Emily Murfitt in 1926.63 They had 
two children: a son whom they named Bertie Edward Parker McGee,64 65 commemorating two of 
William's brothers, and a daughter named Margaret.66 William passed away in November 1982 and 
is buried in the City of Ely Cemetery67 next to his wife, who had died a month earlier.68 
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