
Private Sidney Edward Panther©  
Regimental number: 37038 
16th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers 
 
born: 1898–died: 8 August 1917  
 
Sidney Edward Panther was part of a large family that included 11 children, though his youngest 
sister was born after his death. His father, Ernest Samuel Panther, was born in 18731 in 
Irthlingborough, a village in the Wellingborough district of eastern Northamptonshire, which at the 
time was a centre for the production of shoes and boots.2 The 1881 Census described young 
Ernest's father as a shoe maker;3 in the census a decade later, Ernest himself was working as a shoe 
riveter.4  
 
Ernest married Annie Maria Dines in Wellingborough in 1892.5 
Their first child, John William Godfrey, was born in 18936 and 
was followed by Albert Ernest (b. 1896)7; Sidney Edward (b. 
1898),8 Florence Kate (b. 1901),9 Lilian Alice (b. 1903),10 
Leonard Samuel (b. 1905),11 Wilfred Richard (b. 1907),12 
Frances Grace (b. 1909),13 Horace Arthur (b. 1913),14 Frank 
Douglas (b. 1916),15 and lastly Gladys Irene (b. 1918).16 
Although all the births were registered in Wellingborough, 
census data suggest that the family lived in the village of 
Finedon, about six kilometres away. 
 
Sidney joined the British Expeditionary Force in 
Northampton17 around August 1916, based on the war gratuity 
awarded his mother (as his next of kin) after his death.18 At 
first a member of the Northamptonshire Regiment, he was 
subsequently transferred to the 16th Battalion, 
Northumberland Fusiliers.19  
 
At the beginning of August 1917, the battalion was in trenches 
near the coastal town of Oostduinkerke, Belgium. On 7 August, 
"D" Company and a platoon of "A" Company were preparing 
for a raid on the German trenches in front of them when heavy 
shelling resulted in about 40 casualties, mostly in the "A" 
Company platoon.20  
  
Sidney was admitted that day to No. 1 Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Station with wounds to his right hip and his abdomen. 
He died on 8 August 1917 and was buried in the Adinkerke 
Military Cemetery on 10 August 1917.21  
 
Sidney was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).22 
 
Two of Sidney's brothers, John and Albert, also served during World War I. According to 1920 
enlistment papers when John joined the Northamptonshire Regiment as a Band Master, he had 
previously served with a Field Company of the Royal Engineers (East Anglian T. A.) and with the 
Royal Corps of Signals from 1 November 1915 until 24 February 1919.23 Albert joined the Royal 
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Navy on 13 October 1914 for one year and renewed his enlistment on 2 August 1915 for the 
remainder of hostilities.24 Albert was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 
1914 and 1918).25 
 
Sidney's parents, Ernest and Annie, died in 1946 and 1958, respectively.26 27  
 
His older brother John married Sarah Snow in April 191628 and had a son, Arthur, born in 1921.29 
John died in 1964;30 his wife outlived him by 24 years, passing away in 1988 at the age of 91.31  
 
Albert Panther married Lily Mary Rose in 1920;32 they too had only one child, a son, Donald, born 
in 1922.33 Lily passed away in April 1980 at the age of 84;34 Albert died one year later, in April 
1981, at the age of 85.35  
 
Sidney's sister Florence immigrated to New Zealand36 where she married Charles Donald McKay in 
1929.37 Charles served as a rifleman in World War I, embarking for England with reinforcements 
for H Company of the New Zealand Rifle Brigade on 14 March 1917.38 Florence and Donald had two 
sons: John Charles (b. 1931)39 40 and Allan Godfrey, who died in 1936 before his first birthday.41 
Charles passed away in 196642 and Florence in 1976.43  
 
Lilian Panther married Frederick James Murdin in the summer of 193244 and had a son, John, in 
1939.45 Frederick's death was registered in Northampton in 1981;46 Lilian's death in 1996 was 
registered in Wellingborough,47 so it seems that as a widow, Lilian moved closer to her roots.  
 
It is not clear whether Sidney's brother Leonard ever married: there is a record that a Leonard S. 
Panther married Florence M. Sly in Leicestershire in 195048 when, if this Leonard was Sidney's 
brother, he would have been almost forty-five and Florence would have been about sixty-five.49 
Florence died in Leicestershire in 1963; 50 Leonard Samuel Panther's death in 1988 was registered 
in Wellingborough, Northamptonshire.51  
 
The next sibling, Wilfred, married Doris Dicks in nearby Thrapston in 1935.52 Doris and Wilfred 
had two children: Michael in 193653 and Maureen in 1938.54 Doris died in January 1996;55 Wilfred 
died in July 2000,56 two days after celebrating his ninety-third birthday.  
 
Sidney’s younger sister Frances married Lionel Parker in 193457 and they also had two children, 
both boys: Brian (born 1935)58 and Lionel (b. 1944).59 Frances' death was registered in 
Wellingborough in 1978. 60 Lionel appears to have died in Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, in 198761 
but was cremated in Northamptonshire.62  
 
Horace Panther married Winifred Bellamy in 194063 and had three daughters: Muriel (b. 1945); 64 
Marguerite (b. 1948);65 and Susan (b. 1951).66 Horace passed away in 1997;67 Winifred died in 
2006.68  
 
Sidney's youngest brother Frank married Marjory Mabutt in Thrapston in the summer of 1939;69 
Marjory and Frank's son, David, was born in 1940.70 Marjory died in 196871 and Frank in 1973.72  
 
The last of the Panther children, Gladys, married Edward Arthur Braines in 1942.73 Gladys and 
Edward had two sons and a daughter: Philip (b. 1944),74 Pamela (b. 1947)75 and Martin (b. 1949).76 
Edward passed away in 197877 and Gladys two years later, in 1980.78 
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