Private William John Gray®©
Regimental number: 41205
11th Battalion, Manchester Regiment

born: 1887-died: 3 October 1918

When Private William John Gray died on 3 October 1918,! he left a wife and 2-year old son in Hyde,
Cheshire.

William married his wife Hannah Downhill in 1912 and their marriage was registered in Ashton
under Lyne,? Lancashire—about 3 miles north of Hyde.3 Hannah was born on 26 August 1886+ in
Ashton, one of 16 children born to Robert and Mary Jane Downhill—nine of whom had died before
1911. Before her marriage, Hannah was a cotton weaver and the family was living at 115 Ashton
Road, in Newton.> William and Hannah'’s only child, also William John, was born on 31 January
19166 in Ashton.”

When their son was about 6 months old, William enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force. He
enlisted in Luton,8 probably in about July 1916°. He first served with the Prince of Wales's
Volunteers (South Lancashire) Regiment (regimental number 28811). At some point he transferred
to the 11th Battalion of the Manchester Regiment!? and was with this battalion when he died. On 3
October 1918, he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with shrapnel wounds
to his right thigh and left foot. He died the same day.1!

A casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near
transportation. Casualties who did
not die or could not be adequately
treated in the CCS were stabilized
before being transported to a field
or military hospital.!2

William was buried the following
day in Duisans British Military
Cemetery (Plot 8, Row A, Grave 96)
with the Canadian chaplain W.
Fisher presiding.13 Duisans British
Military Cemetery is located in
Etrun, near Arras, France. The first
burials in the cemetery took place
in March 1917.14 No. 1 CCCS arrived
at the beginning of September 1918
and was stationed near Duisans for '
two months. As a result of the r _——

serious and urgent nature of the B IN HONOURED MEMORY i
cases admitted to No. 1 CCCS, the War Memorial at St Mary’s Church, Ashton under Lyne

death rate was high in October—a  Source: Imperial War Museum. Image used under the IWM Non
total of 83 deaths occurred during Commercial Licence https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
the month.15 nc/4.0/



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_hospital
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Toward the end of the war, William and his wife were living at 3 Gregory Street in the Newton
neighbourhood of Hyde.1¢ That is where the chaplain sent a letter to notify Hannah of her husband’s
death.1” She also received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.18

William was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).1® He is also remembered on the
memorial plaque in St Mary’s Church on Talbot Road in Newton.20

William was born in Luton, Bedfordshire in about 1888,21 probably the son of William and Eliza
(nee Horley) Gray.22 He was baptized in St Mark’s Church in Dukinfield, Cheshire on 21 September
1891.23 His parents had married in Luton in 1880 and the following year were living on Vicarage
Road in Luton, where William Sr. was a bricklayer’s labourer.24 It is not known where they were in
1891 but, by 1891 and the baptisms of two siblings,?5 the family had moved north. In 1901, they
were living at 88 Crawford Street in Ashton. William, at the age of 13, was a cotton spinner. William
Sr. was not with the family—he was a patient in the District Infirmary on Darnton Road in Ashton.2¢
Ten years later, the family had moved to 1 Mary Street in Dukinfield, Cheshire, but William was still
a cotton spinner. Although the 1911 Census indicated that his mother Eliza was still married, it is
not known where William Sr. was in 1911.

William Sr. and Eliza had six children, most of whom were born in Luton before the family’s move
north to Ashton.2” Mary Ann E (may have also been known as Elizabeth) was born on 30 June
188128 and married William Holt in Ashton in 1911. In 1939, they were living at 74 Chapel Street in
Dukinfield, where William was a club steward and Mary a club stewardess.

Annie was born 16 December 188229 and married Harry Ousey at St James the Apostle Church in
Ashton on 29 October 1904.30 In 1911, they were living at 73 Chapel Street in Dukinfield. They had
a son, Leonard Gray Ousey, born on 25 March 1905.3t Harry probably died in 193732 and, in 1939,
Annie was living with her daughter Florence33 and her husband Harry A. Bennett at 13 Pearson
Street in Dukinfield.34 She died in 1954 in Ashton.3>

Lucy was born in 18853¢ in Luton and baptized on 2 September 1891 in St. Mark’s Church in
Dukinfield, Cheshire. No record of Lucy’s death can be found, but she does not appear with the
family, or in any other record, in the 1911 Census. The 1911 Census indicates that one of Eliza’s six
children had died before 1911. This may have been Lucy.

Florence (also known as Fanny) (born 1 December 1889)37 and probably remained single. In 1939,
she may have been living at 91 Offerton Lane in Stockport, Cheshire, where she was an estate and
insurance agent.

Harry, the only child born in Ashton,38 was born on 7 July 1892.3% He married Ellen S. Bridgehouse
in Ashton in 1921.40 [n 1939, Harry, a general labour, and Ellen were living at 78 Chapel Street in
Dukinfield—just a few houses from his sister Annie.*! He died in 1975.42

William’s wife Hannah remarried after the war, wedding Herbert A Pointon in 1921 in Ashton.43
Herbert Asprey Pointon, a grinder and glazier working at an iron works, also served in the Great
War.#* He enlisted in December 1915 as a driver (regimental number: 161477) in the Royal
Engineers and served in the Egyptian Expeditionary Force. He was demobilized in 1919. At the
outbreak of the Second World War, Hannah and Herbert were living at 128 Ashton Road in Hyde
with Hannah and William’s son who was a motor driver.4>
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