
Private Walter John Goddard©  
Regimental number: 258221 
16th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force  
  
born: 8 December 1880–died: 2 October 1918  
 
Private Walter John Goddard had a very short and uneventful military service until 2 October 
1918.1 He was drafted to the Canadian Expeditionary Force on 26 January 1918. A medical 
examination conducted the previous September had indicated that he was in good physical 
condition and fit to serve. He was an architect living in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, at the time.  
 
Walter had been living in Saskatoon since at least 1912.2 He came to Canada in 19103 and spent 
some time in Toronto4 before moving west. In 1912, he was working as a draughtsman for Robert 
Thompson.5 Robert Milne Thompson was born in Scotland and came to Canada in 1907;6 in 1908, 
he moved to Saskatoon. He had a background and experience in engineering and set himself up in 
practice in that city. In the spring of 1912, he went into partnership with James Bissett Crockart, 
architect, also from Scotland, forming the architectural and engineering firm of Thompson and 
Crockart.7 Walter joined them as a draughtsman.  
 
The outbreak of the war meant that the firm was short-lived. Crockart moved to Montreal to enlist 
in 1914.8 Thompson continued to practice in Saskatoon until he enlisted in February 1916.9 Even 
though Thompson was on active service in 1916/17, Walter continued to work under Thompson’s 
name until he was drafted in 1918. Why had he not enlisted when some of his colleagues had? 
 
In the will he signed after joining the CEF, Walter noted specially that money owed to him by 
Thompson should be included in his assets:  
 

$100 to $250 to be paid into my account by Mr. MacDermid of Messrs Ferguson & 
MacDermid. lawyers, Canadian Bank of Commerce Building Saskatoon, on Lieut. R.M. 
Thompson 3rd Can Tunnelling Co. BEF [sic] France authority.10 

 
By the time Walter was drafted, he was described as an architect, rooming in the home of William 
Cuthbert, at 416-27th Street West in Saskatoon. William Cuthbert was the executor of Walter’s will. 
His father, Walter Sr., who was living at 51 Corrine Rd., Tufnell Park in London, England, was his 
next of kin.  
 
He embarked on the SS Missanabie on 24 March 1918, arriving in England on 3 April, and was sent 
initially to the Canadian military camp at Bramshott. He went to France with the 5th Battalion of the 
CEF on 19 August 1918. A week later, he transferred to the 16th Battalion.  
 
The day he joined this battalion it moved to Aubigny and then to Beaurains, about 2 kilometres 
south of Arras in northern France.11 The troops were billeted in the trenches on the outskirts of the 
village. By late September, they had moved about 20 kilometres southeast to the Cagnicourt area. 
On 30 September, they moved to Haynecourt, where they relieved the 10th Canadian Infantry 
Battalion and prepared for an attack the following day.  
 
The 1st Canadian Division opened an artillery barrage at zero hour (5 a.m.). The 16th Battalion’s 
advance proceeded well, with the only opposition coming from enemy machine gun nests. The 
battalion was able to establish an outpost, but it was heavily attacked and had to withdraw.  



A failure of communication meant that the enemy was able to get behind the battalion and its calls 
for ammunition and reinforcements went unanswered; thus, resources were seriously depleted and 
the position untenable. The battalion moved and waited until it was relieved by the 28th Canadian 
Infantry Battalion at 4.30 a.m. on 2 October. In spite of being outnumbered by the enemy, the 
battalion was able to capture several batteries of field guns and an immense number of machine 
guns. But the attack had cost the battalion dearly—322 Other Ranks (non-officers) were killed, 
wounded or missing. Walter was probably one of the 200 wounded.  
 
Walter was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 1 October 1918 with shrapnel 
wounds penetrating his abdomen.12 A casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind 
the front lines, usually located near transportation. Casualties who did not soon die or could not be 
adequately treated in the CCS were stabilized before being transported to a field or military 
hospital.13 
 
Walter died on 2 October and was buried the following day in Duisans British Military Cemetery 
(Plot 8, Row A, Grave 73) with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding.14 Duisans British Military 
Cemetery is located in Étrun, near Arras, France. The first burials in the cemetery took place in 
March 1917.15 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and was stationed near 
Duisans for two months. As a result of the serious and urgent nature of the cases admitted to No. 1 
CCCS, the death rate was high in October—a total of 83 deaths occurred during the month.16 
 
A letter was sent to Walter’s father in London to notify the family of his death.17 His father had the 
following inscription included on his gravestone:  
 

BELOVED BY ALL WHO KNEW HIM 
HIS MEMORY ENDURETH FOR EVER18 

 
Walter was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). 
 
His father, Walter Sr., was born in about 1859 in Farnham, Surrey.19 His mother was the former 
Annie Elizabeth Simmons, born on 17 March 186420 in St Pancras, London.21 They married at St 
Thomas Church in Agar Town, in St Pancras, London, on 27 February 1888. Walter was the eldest of 
their nine children:  
 
 Walter John  
 Sybil Maud (born on 15 December 1890)22 
 Reginald John (born on 25 February 1893)23 
 Arthur William Frederick (born on 30 October 1894)24 
 Charles Henry (born on 18 October 1898)25 
 Hilda May (born on 4 June 1899)26 
 Stanley (born on 17 January 1901)27 
 Herbert George (born on 11 August 1903)28 
 Ralph Bernard (born on 20 July 1908)29  

 
In 1891, the family was living at 69 Malden Road in St Pancras, where Walter Sr. was a grocer. 
Walter and three of his siblings were all baptized on 9 December 1894 at the Caledonia Road 
Wesleyan Chapel in Islington.30 Seven years later, Walter Sr. was working as a tram inspector.31 
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As noted above, Walter immigrated to Canada in 1910.32 He may not have been in their home at the 
time (although he may have been visiting), but his parents included Walter in their response to the 
1911 British Census, noting that he was a clerk for an insurance company in Toronto, Canada. The 
family was living at 26 Torriano Avenue in Kentish Town, where Walter Sr. was a senior inspector 
for the London County Council Tramways.33 The family had moved to Torriano Avenue in the early 
1900s, but had settled in No. 26 by 1910.34 
 
Walter was the only child to move to Canada—all the others remained in England, many of them in 
the London area.  
 

 Sybil, Walter’s eldest sister, was a typist in Lawrence Lane in the City of London in 1911. She 
did not marry and continued to work as a shorthand typist in London. In the early 1930s, she 
was living at 29 Lawford Road with her parents35 and, in 1939, she was living on her own at 
208 Tufnell Park Road in Tufnell Park, Islington.36 She died in 1977.37 
 

 Reginald was a messenger for the India Office in 1911.38 That began a career as a civil servant. 
He married Doris Meay Snowling on 28 August 1926 at St George’s Church in Tufnell Park.39 In 
1939, Reginald and Doris were living at 71 Eaton Grove in Wembley, Middlesex, where he was 
a clerical officer in the civil service and had volunteered to be an Air Raid Precautions warden 
to enforce the blackout during the Second World War.40 Reginald died on 1 June 1966.41  
 

 In 1911, Arthur was a clerk at Cowlin & Sons in Hanover Square, London.42 He married 
Florence Agnes Costin on 18 August 1923 at St George’s Church, where a brother and sister 
also married.43 They were living at 132 Tufnell Park Road in 1929.44 Florence was not with 
Arthur when he was recorded in the 1939 Register as living at 444 Honeypot Lane in Harrow, 
Middlesex, where he, like his brother Reginald, was a clerical officer in the civil service.45 
Florence may just have been away, because she and Arthur are both included in the electoral 
registers at that address in 1939.46 Arthur died on 1 June 1962.47 
 

 Charles was a milk boy living on Torriano Avenue, London, in 1911. It is not certain what 
happened to Charles. He may have married Florence M. Prentice in 191748 and gone on to live 
in Clapham Junction in Lambeth.49  
 

 Hilda married William Charles Horace Davies on 9 September 1922, also at St George’s Church, 
like her brothers.50 In 1939, she and William were living at 16 Hadley Road in Mitcham, 
Surrey.51 He died at the age of 90 in 1990.52 
 

 Stanley married May A. Vickery in 192553 and, in 1939, they were living at 291 Camden Road 
in Tufnell Park, Islington, where Stanley was a parcel porter and heavy worker on the London, 
Midland and Scottish Railway.54 
 

 Herbert married Eva E. Tunningley in 1928 in St Pancras55 and they were both living at 17 
Lady Somerset Road in St Pancras in 1929.56 By 1939, Herbert was a semi-retired minister of 
the gospel. He was living in St Pancras but his wife was not with him.57 Eva was registered 
about 60 miles away at Home Farm Yelling, near St Neots, Huntingdonshire. Herbert’s mother 
Annie, who was then a widow and incapacitated, was living with her.58  
 

 Ralph was living with his parents at 27 Lawford Road in St Pancras in the early 1930s.59 In 
1939, Ralph was a carpenter and living at 20 Cardoza Road in Islington, in the home of Algie C. 



and Lilian L. Halfacre and their daughter, Kathleen V.60 A few months later, he married 
Kathleen.61 Ralph died in 1987.62 

 
Walter’s mother, who was living with her daughter-in-law in 1939, died in 1948 in Islington.63 His 
father had died in 1936, also in Islington.64 
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