Sergeant James Henry Jackson®©
Regimental number: 10226
7th (Service) Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment

born: 20 July 1898-died: 3 October 1918

Sergeant James Henry Jackson was born on 20 July 1898 in West Ham, Essex, one of 11 children
born to James Jackson and his wife Elizabeth Mary Cook. He was baptized on 14 August 1898.1
James Sr. was born in Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, in about 1869 and his wife in Poplar, Middlesex, in
about 1878.2 James Sr.’s parents had both died by the time he was 12 years old—first his mother in
18793 and then his father in 18804—so he and his younger sister Catherine went into the Union
Workhouse on Lynn Road in Wisbech.5

Perhaps James Sr. came to London in search of work sometime in the 1880s. In 1891, he was
boarding with Kate Henson at 5 & 7 Philip Street in Canning Town, Essex. He, like the other 30
lodgers, was a dock labourers—likely working at the Royal Victoria Dock, one of three docks in the
Royal Docks, east of London. It was built on an uninhabited area of the Plaistow Marshes and
opened in 1855 to accommodate large steamships coming to London.”

James Sr. probably met his future wife Elizabeth in London and they married on 19 September
1897 in St. Luke’s Church at Victoria Docks.8 James Henry, who was their first child, was followed
by:

William George (probably born on 10 January 1900, baptized on 25 January)?
Sidney (born on 12 June 1901, baptized on 20 June)?0

Frederick Robert (born on 18 February 1903, baptized on 4 March)!!

Peter (born in 1904)12

Alfred Ernest (born in 1906,!3 baptized on 16 March 1906)14

Albert Edward (born on 22 April 1907, baptized on 10 May)15

Elizabeth Sophia (born on 6 September 1908, baptized on 18 September)16
Charles Herbert (born on 20 November 1909, baptized on 10 December)!?
Frank (born on 8 July 1912, baptized on 24 July)!8

Rosalind (born in 1916)19

Most of James’ siblings were baptized at St. Luke’s Church in Victoria Docks, where their parents
had married. No record was found of the baptism of Peter or Rosalind.

The family moved around quite a bit, but always in the West Ham area. In 1901, the family was
living at 32 Janet Road, West Ham.20 By 1903, it had moved to 100 Ford Park Road,?! by 1906 to 10
Chadwin Road,?2 by 1907 to 35 Rendal Road?3 and finally to 43 Hartington Rd by 1908.24 James, and
later his brothers, would remain at 43 Hartington Road for many years.

James had enlisted in the army before the birth of his youngest sibling. He enlisted in Stratford,
Essex,?s probably in about September 1914.26 He joined the South Regiment and served first in the
Balkan campaign. He left for the Balkans with the 7th Battalion on 21 July 1915, landing in Suvla
Bay in Gallipoli on 7 August 1915.27 At the end of June 1916, the battalion prepared to sail to
Europe.28 The port of Marseilles was congested and the ship could not leave Egypt until 2 July,
arriving in Marseilles shortly after noon on 7 July. The troops left by train the same day and, by 22
July, were on the Western Front. The battalion took part in key battles on the Western Front—the



Battle of Thiepval Ridge, the Battle of Messines, the Battle of Polygon Wood and the Battle of the
Scarpe.29 [t was just after the Battle of the Canal du Nord that James lost his life.

The battalion was stationed near Cagnicourt, about 20 kilometres northwest of Cambrai in
northern France. The troops had a quiet training day on 1 October and then moved near to
Saucicourt on the side of the Canal du Nord. By 2:30 a.m. on 2 October, they had settled into
sections of trenches. The battalion’s war diary records that “During the hostile shelling of battery
positions in [...] a/Sgt Jackson was severely wounded and eventually died before he got to the
CCS.”30

The journal maintained by the chaplain at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station tells a slightly
different story. It suggests the James was admitted on 2 October, but only died the next day of
gunshot wounds that penetrated his abdomen, right knee, and chest, and fractured his thigh.3t A
casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near
transportation. Casualties who did not die or could not be adequately treated in the CCS were
stabilized before being transported to a field or military hospital.32 They received many wounded
soldiers each day and it is likely the records were not always correct.

James was buried the next day in the Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 8, Row A, Grave 94)
with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding. Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in
Etrun, near Arras, France. The first burials in the cemetery took place in March 1917.33 No. 1 CCCS
arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and was stationed near Duisans for two months.34

A letter was sent to James’ family at 43 Hartington Road to notify it of his death.35 His father
received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.3¢

James was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).37

James’ youngest sibling was not yet 2 years old when her brother died. Little was found about his
siblings after the war, but a few of his brothers took after their father and were working at the
docks:

e In 1939, Sidney was living with his brother Charles and his wife in the family home at
43 Hartington Road. Both Sidney and his brother were stevedores.38

e Frederick probably married Sarah H. Downham in West Ham in 192839 and, a decade later,
they were living at 27 Varley Road in West Ham, where Frederick was a stevedore’s labourer.*0
At some point, Frederick may have had an association with the Lord Raglan public house at
9 High Street in Plaistow. After his death on 29 September 1965, his probate record described
him as “JACKSON Frederick Robert otherwise Frederick of Lord Raglan, 9 High Street,
London.”#! The pub was permanently close in 1997 and demolished two years later.*2

e Charles married Edith M. Brown in West Ham just months before the 1939 register was
completed.®3 In September 1939, he and Edith were living with Charles’ brother Sidney at
43 Hartington Road.#*

e In 1939, Frank was living at 51 Ripley Road, West Ham, where Frank was a cable drum
maker.*s It is not clear whether he was married. He died in 1978 in Epping Forest, Essex.46


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_hospital
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