Driver Christmas Williams®©
Regimental number: 194239
"D" Battery, 174th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery

born: 1886-died: 4 October 1918

One would have thought that the first name Christmas would be fairly rare: yet it appears that over
200 children (both boys and girls) born in Wales in the 1880s were given the name Christmas.!
Driver Christmas Williams was one of them. Over several generations, a number of less common
names were given to children in the Williams family—Christmas, Garfield, Glandon, Malachi, and
Christabel.

Christmas was born in 1886 in Merthyr Tydfil (called Merthyr throughout this biography),
Glamorganshire,2 about 40 kilometres north of Cardiff, Wales. His parents were David Williams and
the former Elizabeth Ellis Angove, who had married in 1876 in Merthyr.3 David was born in about
1857 in Freystrop, Pembrokeshire, Wales*and Elizabeth in 1853 in Redruth, Cornwall, England.5
They had 10 children, 2 of whom died before 1911.6 In addition to Christmas, the children probably
included:”

Ada (born on 14 June 1877)8

Honor Elizabeth (born on 21 March 1879)°

Janney (born in 1881 and probably died the same year)10
Richard John (born in 1883 and died the following year)!!
David John (born on 22 June 1888)12

Garfield (born in 1890)13

Glandon Malachi (born on 13 May 1893)14

Christabel (born on 3 December 1896)15

Their father David was a coal miner. In 1881, the family was living at 61 Taft Street in Merthyr.16 In
1891, they had moved to 2/3 Prospect Place,'” and, in 1901, they were at the same address, but
Elizabeth was now working for herself as a greengrocer.!8 Christmas was with his maternal
grandparents when the census was taken in 1901. His grandparents, Richard and Honor Angove,
lived in Phillack, Cornwall, about 15 kilometres from Redruth. Christmas was an apprentice
barber.19

In 1911, his parents and four of their children were living at Penzance House in Merthyr. David was
now a fireman at the colliery.20 Christmas was not with them because he was married to Beatrice
Amelia Cole (born on 27 March 188521);22 they were probably wed in 1905 in Cardiff.23 In 1911,
Christmas was a platelayer in a coal mine and the family was living at 27 Cottrel Street in Merthyr
with their first three children:2+

e Phyllis Madeline (born in 1906)25
e Glandon Christmas (born on 20 June 1908)32¢
e Christabel Beatrice (born on 5 February 1910)27

Christmas and Amelia had two more children before he enlisted to serve in the Great War:

e Alfred David (born in 1912)28
e Florence Elizabeth (born in 1914)329



In about July 191630 Christmas enlisted in Cardiff, joining the Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field
Artillery,3! and he was a driver with the 174th Brigade of the RFA when he died.32 At the end of
September 1918, his brigade was stationed in northern France.33 On 29 September, the brigade
engaged in harassing fire in support of a minor operation—that is what it had been doing for most
of the previous few days. Two days earlier, the batteries had fired in support of a 1st Canadian
Division attack.

It is not known how Christmas was injured, but he was taken to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station on 29 September with shrapnel wounds that penetrated his abdomen and left arm. He
survived for a few days but succumbed to his wounds on 4 October 1918.34

A casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near
transportation. Casualties who did not soon die or could not be adequately treated in the CCS were
stabilized before being transported to a field or military hospital.35

Christmas was buried in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 8, Row A, Grave 87) on 4 October
with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding .3¢ Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in
Etrun, near Arras, France. The first burials in the cemetery took place in March 1917.37 No. 1 CCCS
arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and was stationed near Duisans for two months.38

A notification letter was sent to his wife at 43 Wedmore Road, Grayston, Cardiff.3° She also received
the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.#° Christmas was awarded posthumously
the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for
service in an operational theatre).*!

Two of Christmas’ brothers enlisted to serve in the Great War. Garfield tried to enlist on 29 October
1915 (regimental number 78128).42 At the time, he was a hairdresser and living with his parents at
Penzance House. He planned to join the Royal Army Medical Corps but was discharged only a few
weeks later—he was considered unlikely to make an effective solider because his eyesight was
congenitally defective.

His younger brother Glandon also enlisted in 1915.43 He too was living at home but working as a
colliery clerk. He joined the Labour Corps (regimental number 44886) and was mobilized in
February 1917. He probably first went overseas in May 1917 and was demobilized in late 1919.
Like his brother Christmas, he was probably awarded the British War and Victory Medals. While he
was still serving, Glandon married Winifred J. James in Merthyr in 1918.44 In 1939, they were living
at 24 Mervyn Street in Merthyr, where Glandon was a colliery pay clerk.4> He died on 20 June 1960
in Merthyr.46

Two of Christmas’ siblings moved away from Wales. Ada probably married William George Grist in
Islington, London, in 1901.47 A few months later, they were living at 4 Annette Road in Islington
with an infant son, where William was a market clerk 8 Ten years later, they had moved to 30
Wedmore Gardens, Upper Holloway, in Islington North.4® By 1939, Ada was a widow and working
as a housekeeper at Rose Cottage, West Penwith, in Cornwall, the county of her birth.50

Honor married George Herbert Lewis in 1901.51 Just after their marriage, they were living at
124 Tewkesbury Street in Cardiff, where George was a railway signalman.52 Ten years later, they
and four children were living at 24 Cornewall Street in Hereford, Herefordshire, and George was a
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managing salesman.>3 In 1939, Honor was a widow, living at 72 Coleshill Road in Birmingham,
Warwickshire.5* She probably died in Coventry, in the West Midlands, in 1975.55

Two siblings remained in Wales. Christmas’ brother David was a hairdresser and living with his
parents in 1911. In 1939, he was living at 2 Station Square in Merthyr, probably with his wife Edith
Alice and two daughters.5¢ He died in Merthyr on 26 April 1954.57 Christabel married Sydney G.
Heath in 1920 in Merthyr and, in 1939, they were living at 23 Victoria Street in Merthyr. She died
there on 15 July 1976.58

Janney was given this first name at birth. She was probably born in March 1881 because, at the age
of 1 month, she appeared in the census (taken on 3 April 1881) with the family and her name was
recorded as Fanny Williams.>® When she was baptized on 8 May 1881, her name was recorded as
Jane. No further evidence was found of Jane. There were several deaths of a Jane Williams at a
young age in the Merthyr in the 1880s—one who died at the age of 1 in 1882. Perhaps this was the
third Williams daughter.

Christmas’ widow Beatrice remarried after the war; she wed William Seaborne in 1919.6° Just
before the Second World War, they were living at 43 Wedmore Road in Cardiff, where William was
a railway motor driver. Their son, Robert, born on 11 May 1924, was living with them and was a
sheet metal worker’s assistant.6! Beatrice died in Cardiff at the age of 70.62

Nothing is known about three of Christmas’ own children—Phyllis, Alfred and Florence. Son
Glandon married Eveline Day in 193063 and died in Norwich, Norfolk, in November 1996.64
Daughter Christabel married William F. Charles in 191065 and, in 1939, they were living at 45
Hereford Street in Cardiff with two children.s¢ She died in 1986.57
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