
Private David Rowland Jones©  
Regimental number: 3105369 
54th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force    
  
born: 31 December 1880–died: 1 October 1918 
   
Private David Rowland Jones was dead when he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station on 1 October 1918.1 It is not known exactly when David was injured—his battalion had 
suffered many casualties over the preceding days in late September/early October.  
 
David enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force on 15 October 1917 in Toronto and left Halifax 
on 3 February 1918, arriving in Liverpool 13 days later.2 He went to the Canadian military camp in 
East Sandling, Kent. From there he transferred to the camp in Witley, Sussex, and finally went 
overseas to France with the 54th Battalion on 18 August 1918. His time on the Front was very 
short—he was fatally wounded just over six weeks later.  
 
In late September 1918, the 54th Battalion was stationed in Neuville-Vitasse, southeast of Arras in 
northern France. On 25 September, the battalion moved to the staging area near Bullecourt, in 
preparation for an attack the following day. The troops arrived at 11:15 p.m. and the following day, 
after a wet and slippery march, they arrived at the assembly area. The battalion was spread out 
over the old battlefield and the troops sheltered in dugouts, funkholes3 and trenches. The attack 
began the following day and the objective for the battalion was to take Bourlon Wood. It formed up 
at 5:30 a.m., under intense bombardment by the artillery, but by 10:58 a.m. it had achieved its 
objective.  
 
On the 28th, the battalion was relieved and enjoyed a day’s rest. The reprieve did not last long; on 
the 29th, the battalion received orders that the Canadian Division would continue the attack and it 
moved to the assembly area. However, it was not required to advance to the attack that night. The 
next day the battalion again took up position in the trenches and attacked many enemy positions on 
the Cambrai–Douai railway embankment. It suffered a lot of causalities—22 Other Ranks (non-
officers) killed and 183 wounded—before settling on the railway cutting for the night.  
 
On the morning of 1 October, David’s battalion, with the 102nd Canadian Battalion, pushed forward 
to establish a line but had to withdraw. That was the day that David was admitted to No. 1 CCCS; he 
had died of gunshot wounds to his left buttock and back.  
 

While taking part with his battalion in operations near Bourlon Wood, he was severely 
wounded in the left buttock by an enemy machine gun bullet. His wound was dressed 
and he was taken to the Field Ambulance and evacuated to No. 1 Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Station where he died.4 

 
A casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near 
transportation. Casualties who did not die or could not be adequately treated in the CCS were 
stabilized before being transported to a field or military hospital.5 
 
David was buried on 2 October in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 8, Row A, Grave 40) with 
the Canadian chaplain A. D. Reid presiding. Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Étrun, 
near Arras, France. The first burials in the cemetery took place in March 1917.6 No. 1 CCCS arrived 
at the beginning of September 1918 and was stationed near Duisans for two months.7 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_hospital


 
David was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). 
 
David was born in England of Welsh heritage,8 immigrated to the United States and then served 
with the Canadian Expeditionary Force in the Great War. About 40,000 Americans (the majority 
born in America) joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force before the United States joined the war 
on 6 April 1917.9 Some of these soldiers were possibly motivated to join up in Canada because they 
believed in the justness of the fight, for the adventure of going to war, or in order to have regular 
paychecks.  
 
What motivated David to sign up with the CEF? He enlisted in October 1917—six months after 
America joined the war effort. Did he enlist with the CEF because the pay was better for Canadian 
soldiers,10 because of his ties to England, or for other reasons? 
 
David was born in Liverpool, Lancashire, on 31 December 1880; when he enlisted he was a clerk, 5’ 
3½” tall and had a fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.11 He was the son of William and Ann 
(née Rowlands) Jones.12 His parents had 13 children before 1911, only five of whom were still alive 
at that time:13 
 
 William Henry (born in 1876)14    
 John David (born in 1878)15 
 David Rowland  
 Mary Ann (born on 31 July 1886)16   
 Alfred (born on 1 May 1891)17 

 
It was not possible to identify with certainty the other eight children.  
 
In 1881, David (just 3 months old) and his family were living at 42 Monk Street in Liverpool, where 
his father was a plasterer. Ten years later, the Jones family was living at 1 Hyde Street in Liverpool. 
Emily Winsor (born in about 1876 in Liverpool) was a dressmaker living in, and working out of, 
their home. 18 
 
David left England in the spring of 1905, at the age of 25, and arrived in New York on 3 April.19 Nine 
years later, on 3 October 1914, he became a naturalized American citizen.20 In 1915, he was a retail 
salesman, working in a store and lodging in the home of Annie and Warren Barnes at 35 Park Place 
in Pawtucket, Rhode Island.21 He was at the same address when he enlisted three years later. Annie 
Barnes was obviously a significant part of David’s life, because she received portions of his pay, was 
named as the beneficiary in his will and received his posthumous medals.22  
 
Annie’s husband Warren was born in Rhode Island in about 1858.23 Annie (nee Barrow), who was 
considerably younger, was born in about 1870 in England.24 Annie immigrated to the United States 
with her family in 1873. She was just 3 years old when they arrived in New York on 1 September 
1873. They were going to join a cousin—probably Annie Miller,25 with whom they were boarding in 
the spring of 1900.26  
 
Annie and Warren married in 1907 in Rhode Island.27 In 1910, they were living at 35 Park Place 
with over 25 lodgers, but David was not with them. However, in 1915, he was one of some 15 other 
people living in the house. He and another person were boarders—that is, they received a room and 
meals—the remaining were simply roomers.  



 
In spite of the close relationship with Annie Barnes, David’s sister Mary Ann was identified as his 
next of kin in his military records. She had married Charles Flewitt in 191128 and they were living at 
1 Plan Street in Liverpool during the war.29 They remained there until just before the Second Word 
War30 but, by 1939, she was a widow living at 57 Erskine Street in Liverpool, with her son William 
and her brother Alfred.31 Mary Ann probably died in 1940.32 Her son David Charles and his wife 
Christine had also been living with her in 1938/39.33 David died just over two years later, in 
December 1942, when he was serving as an assistant steward on the SS Ceramic, part of the 
merchant navy.34  
 
David’s parents remained in Liverpool when he left for Canada. In 1911, they and two of their 
children, John and Mary Ann, were living at 17 Plan Street, just down the road from the home that 
their daughter Mary Ann would move into during the war.35 
 
David’s eldest brother William Henry married Emily Winsor, who has been living with the family. 
They married on 3 August 1902 at St Jude’s Church in Liverpool.36 In 1911, William, a plumber, and 
Emily were living at 31 Millvale Street in Fairfield with their daughter Emily Louise.37  
 
Little is known about the rest of David’s family. Perhaps his relationship with his birth family was 
not close—hence, he left his possessions to Annie Barnes. Annie and Warren were still maintaining 
a boarding house at 35 Park Place until at least 1925,38 when Warren died. Warren Barnes and 
Annie’s father William Barrow are remembered on the same gravestone in Moshassuck Cemetery in 
Central Falls, Rhode Island.39 Annie died on 20 February 1943 and was buried in Pawtucket.40  
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