Sergeant Alfred George Telford®
Regimental number: 49015
"A" Battery, 155th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery

born: 1887-died: 3 October 1918

Private Alfred Telford was born in 1887 in Athy, County Kildare, Ireland.! He was one of probably
six children of Richard Daniel Telford (born in about 1849)2 and Alicia Armstrong. Richard (born in
about 1850).3 Their marriage was registered in Dublin South, Ireland, in 1880.4 Their children were
probably:

John Armstrong (born on 6 June 1884),5

Charlotte (born on 20 August 1885),6

Alfred George,

Edward Thomas (born on 29 January 1889),7

I[sabel Gertrude (born in 1890 but died the following year)8 and
Grace Evelyn (born in 1892).9

In 1901, the family was living at 1 Southfield, Ballyadams, in Queen's County, where Richard was a
farmer. He died four years later in Athy.10 Six years later, his wife Alicia was living with her mother,
Alicia Armstrong, at 10 Barrack Street in Athy. Her youngest child Grace was living with them.

By then Alfred had already enlisted in the army—in 1911, he was a gunner in the 132rd Battery of
the Royal Field Artillery and stationed in Hartley Wintney in Hampshire, England.!! He joined the
British Expeditionary Force at the very beginning of the war,!2 enlisting in Naas, Ireland. He first
served as a private with the Royal Dublin Fusiliers (regimental number 9690)!3 and, at some point,
transferred to the "A" Battery of the 155th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery as a gunner. He had been
promoted to sergeant when he died.

Alfred received shrapnel wounds to both his legs and his left hand and forearm and his left leg had
to be amputated. It happened very quickly—he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station on 3 October 1918, died and was buried the same day. He was buried in Duisans British
Military Cemetery (Plot 8, Row A, Grave 68) with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding.!#

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.15 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and
was stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.16 As a result of the serious and
urgent nature of the cases admitted to the No. 1 CCCS in October, the death rate was high—a total of
83 deaths during the month.1”

Alfred was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).18

Alfred’s mother was notified of his death by letter. At the time she was living at 9 Woodstock Street
in Athy and she continued to live in Athy until her death in 1939.19 However, all her children, except
one, left Ireland. Her youngest, Grace, married Reginald Richardson Hannon (known as Rex) in
Athy in 1915.20 She probably remained there, because Reginald was still there in 1942.21 According
to an online family tree, both Grace and Reginald died in 1962 in Athy.



Alfred’s brother John married Lily Eastwood in Dublin in 191622 but, by 1939, they were possibly
living at 10 West Park in Harrogate, Yorkshire (West Riding), where John was an agricultural

machinery engineer and an air raid precautions warden.23 He died on 2 July 1969 in Bedford,
Bedfordshire.24

Alfred’s sister Charlotte married Harold Roy Frost, a railway agent, on 16 August 1910 in
Powerstock, Dorset.25 The following year, they were living on South Walks Road in Dorchester.26
Sadly, Harold died on 14 December 1918. He was a private in the Machine Gun Corps and died at
the Rugeley Military Camp in Brerton, Staffordshire,2? leaving Charlotte with probably five
children—Roy Telford (born 1912),28 Eileen Mary Telford (born 1913),29 Maureen Grace (born
1915),30 John Armstrong Anthony Roy (born 1916)3! and Harold Desmond (born 1918).32 Two
years later Charlotte remarried, marrying John Henry Jennings on 10 September 1920 in
Broadstone, Dorset.33 They had at least one son—]ohn Edward Telford, born in 1921.34 John Sr.
died on 28 February 1933 and, in 1939, Charlotte was a widow, living alone at “Sylvandene” on
Avebury Avenue in Bournemouth.35 Three years later, she would lose two sons three months apart.
Paymaster Lieutenant Roy Desmond Frost died on 8 January 1942 on the Isle of Arran, in North
Ayrshire, Scotland,3¢ and Sub-Lieutenant John Edward Telford Jennings died on 5 April 1942, while
serving on H.M.S. Dorchester.3?” When Charlotte herself died in 1957 at the age of 72, she had lost a
brother, a husband and two sons to war.

In 1911, Edward was living near his sister Charlotte and working as a shepherd on Glebe Farm in
Powerstock.38 At the end of the following year he sailed on the Lusitania from Queenstown, Ireland,
to New York, arriving on 21 December 1912.3% In 1915, he declared his intention to become an
American citizen. On 19 August 1916, he married Ellen Anna Morin in Bennington, Vermont; as a
result, he claimed an exemption from the draft in World War I because he was the main support for
his wife.? It is not known whether he served. In 1930, he and Ellen were living on South Jefferson
Street in Bennington, where he was a foreman at the E. Z. Waist Company in Bennington,*! a
company making children’s knitted underwear.*? At the end of the war, he and Ellen separated and
on 12 July 1948 they divorced.*3 Edward died just a few months later, on 27 September 1948, and
was buried in Graceland Cemetery in Albany, New York.*
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