
Sergeant Albert Frank Martin©  
Regimental number: 8763 
1st Battalion, Prince of Wales’s (North Staffordshire) Regiment 
  
born: 20 December 1887–died: 17 June 1916  
 
Sergeant Albert Frank Martin was a professional soldier, a husband, a father and one of 704,803 
men from the British Isles who died in or because of the First World War.1 Born on 20 December 
1887 in Canterbury, Kent,2 he was the seventh child of William John Martin (1854–1907)3 and Mary 
née Ford (1854–1937),4 who were married on 19 May 1875 in the parish church of St. Paul, 
Canterbury.5 William recorded his occupation as a plumber, while Mary did not list an occupation. 
However, in 1871 she was working as a domestic servant.6 
 
Most likely for economic reasons, the family relocated a number of times. In the first five years of 
their marriage, William and Mary lived in Broadstairs, Kent, a coastal town on the Isle of Thanet, 
where their first three children were born: Robert William (1875–1951),7 Alice Louise (1877–
1946)8, and Frederick John (1879–?).9 By 1881, the couple had moved to 14 Rosemary Lane, St. 
Mildred’s parish, Canterbury; William was working as a plumber and painter.10 Their fourth child, 
Ada (1881–1950),11 was born there. Around 1883 the family moved to Ash, Kent, about 17 km from 
Canterbury, where Walter Henry (1883–?)12 and Ernest (1885–1965)13 were born. Five years later, 
the family had returned to Canterbury, the birthplace of their last four children: Albert Frank, Edith 
Mary (1890–1950),14 Harold Stanley (1892–?)15 and Louis George (1894–1960).16  
 
In early 1891, Albert was 3 years old. The William J. Martin family was living at 58 Castle Street, 
Canterbury; some family members would remain at this address for the next 40 years. Albert’s 
father continued to work as a plumber and painter. The older children contributed to the family’s 
income. Robert, the eldest, was working in a jam factory,17 and 13-year-old Alice was a domestic 
servant for the Abraham family in Canterbury.18  
 
In the next decade the family home’s composition continued to change. Robert, Frederick, Walter 
and Ernest enlisted in the Royal Navy in 1891, 1896, 1897 and 1900, respectively.19 Alice married 
William Henry Eastman in 1896.20 Ada started working as a domestic servant for the Onslow family 
in Broomfield, Kent.21 By 31 March 1901, only four children remained at home. Albert, now 13 
years old, was working as an errand boy, while Edith, Harold and Louis attended school.22 In 1906, 
Robert married Edith Jane Leman.23 The following year, Albert enlisted in the army.24 It must have 
been very difficult for Albert, his mother and siblings when his father William John died from 
apoplexy caused by lead poisoning on 4 December 1907 at the age of 54.25  
 
Albert’s mother continued to reside at 58 Castle Street, and in 1911 she was working as an office 
cleaner. The only child still at home, 16-year-old Louis, was employed as a butcher. An elderly aunt, 
Louisa Martin, was living with them.26 Edith was a housemaid for the Hanley Spicer family of 
Brooklands House, Chobham, Surrey,27and Harold was a cyclist repairer for Cycle & Motor 
Engineering in Dover, Kent.28  
 
Albert adjusted well to the military life. On 2 April 1911, he was a lance corporal in the 1st 
Battalion, Prince of Wales’s (North Staffordshire) Regiment stationed at Shorncliffe Camp, Cheriton, 
Kent,29 about 21 km from Canterbury. The Prince of Wales’s (North Staffordshire) Regiment was a 
line infantry regiment formed under the Childers Reform of 1 July 1881 by merging the 64th (2nd 



Staffordshire) Regiment of Foot and the 98th (Prince of Wales’s) Regiment of Foot into two 
battalions.30  
 
In the second quarter of 1911, Albert married Lilian Bertha Hopkins (1888–1941),31 the daughter 
of William and Sarah Hopkins of Postling, Hythe, Kent.32 In 1911 she was working as a housemaid at 
Dorchester House, Shorncliffe Road, Folkestone, Kent.33 Albert and Lilian’s son, Albert Frank, was 
born on 12 August 1911. At his baptism on 1 October, the couple gave their address as 58 Castle 
Street, Canterbury.34 
  
When war was declared on 4 August 1914, Albert was most likely still with the same battalion, part 
of the 17th Brigade of the 6th Division stationed at Buttevant, County Cork, Ireland. On 17 August, it 
moved to Cambridge, England, and on 31 August to Warren Hill, Newmarket, Suffolk. However, 
Albert was not with the battalion when it boarded the SS Westmeath and the SS Lake Michigan at 
Southampton, docking at Saint-Nazaire, France, on 11 and 12 September, respectively, to join the 
British Expeditionary Force (BEF).35 Albert entered his first “Theatre of War” (the Balkans) on 2 
July 1915.36 
 
Probably around 29 August 1914, Albert, an experienced non-commissioned officer (at some point 
he was promoted to sergeant and then colour sergeant),37 was assigned to the 7th (Service) 
Battalion, Prince of Wales’s (North Staffordshire) Regiment, one of the new battalions raised by his 
regiment for the First World War. The regiment raised 16 Reserve, Territorial and New Army 
battalions; it lost 5,430 men during the course of the war.38  
 
The 7th (Service) Battalion was raised at Lichfield on 29 August 1914. It spent the winter in billets 
in Basingstoke, Hampshire, then moved to Blackdown Camp, Aldershot, in February 1915 for final 
training.39 At 5:30 a.m. on 26 June 1915, the battalion left the port of Avonmouth, near Bristol, on 
the SS Invernia, arriving at Lemnos Island on 12 July. The full battalion did not disembark. However, 
150 soldiers of other ranks (ORs) and three officers were left there as a first reinforcement.40  
 
At 10 p.m. on 13 July, the battalion landed at “V” Beach, Cape Helles, at the foot of the Gallipoli 
peninsula, encountering enemy fire that wounded two men slightly. On 23 July, the battalion, 
holding the trenches on the extreme left of the line, endured heavy bombardment and drove back 
an enemy attack. Sir Ian Hamilton, Commander in Chief of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, 
congratulated the 7th Battalion on its “first brush with the enemy.”41 Two officers and 40 ORs were 
either killed or wounded. After a brief rest period on Lemnos, the battalion was back in Gallipoli on 
3 August.  
 
From 6 to 10 August, the battalion took part in the unsuccessful campaign to seize control of the 
Sari Bair ridge (Battle of Sari Bair/Battle of the Nek).42 The regimental war diary described it as a 
very confused situation, which made it “quite impossible to arrive at a definite idea as to what had 
happened.” In retrospect, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Alchin Andrus, Commander of the 7th 
Battalion, who was wounded on 9 August, suggested that a lack of hill fighting experience and good 
maps contributed to the campaign’s failure. By 10 August, two officers were dead, seven were 
injured and 286 ORs were either killed or wounded.43 
 
Most likely, it was during this time that Albert was injured. He might have been treated in Lemnos 
before being moved to a hospital ship and transferred back to England, where he was admitted on 3 
September 1915 to the Queen Alexandra’s Military Hospital at Millbank, SW London, with a back 
injury. On 8 October, he was transferred to the University College Hospital, Gower Street, London.44 
He did not return to the 7th Battalion, which was evacuated from Gallipoli on 9 and 10 January 



1916. Instead, when he was judged healthy enough he was transferred back to the 1st Battalion, 
Prince of Wales’s (North Staffordshire) Regiment.  
 
Albert probably rejoined the 1st Battalion in November or December 1915. By then, the 1st 
Battalion was part of the 24th Division, 72nd Infantry Brigade,45 stationed at Hellebroucq, where it 
would spend December 1915 in training exercises. From January to June 1916, the battalion was 
stationed in trenches in the Ypres Salient area around Hooge, Zillebeke Lake, Wulverghem and 
Dranouter. During that time, between 19 December 1915 and 30 June 1916 (before the Battles of 
the Somme), the BEF was not engaged in any major combat. Nevertheless, 5,845 officers and 
119,296 ORs were either killed or wounded.46 Albert experienced shelling, sniper fire, endless 
noise, and small skirmishes followed by rest periods behind the lines. During those rest periods he 
and the other men were assigned to work parties. In April 1916, the battalion was assigned to 
trenches near Wulverghem. The enemy’s trenches were only 45 m from the BEF trenches D3, D4, 
and D5 occupied by the battalion.  
 
On 26 April, the battalion received notice that a gas attack was possible. As days passed, it seemed a 
false alarm; then on 30 April at 12:55 a.m. the enemy released poisonous gas, which reached the 
battalion’s trenches in 11 seconds, giving the men little time to don their gas helmets. The casualties 
were considerable. The enemy followed with an attack, but the surviving soldiers rallied and were 
able to launch a counterattack to regain the lost ground. On 20 April, Major General J.E. Capper, 
24th Division, congratulated the men with these words: “Glad you held your own. Well done.”47 On 
28 May, General Sir H. Plumer, Second Army, visited the battalion to give military awards to a 
number of the men. 
 
During May and early June, the battalion continued to occupy the trenches near Dranouter. On 17 
June 1916 at 12:20 a.m., the enemy launched two waves of poisonous gas attacks at short intervals 
with deadly effect: 243 ORs and four officers were either killed or wounded. Sergeant Albert Frank 
Martin was taken to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (CCCS) at Bailleul, France, which was 
6 km from Dranouter. He was one of 591 casualties admitted on Saturday, 17 June and one of the 16 
soldiers who died that day.48 Albert succumbed to the effects of gas poisoning.49 
 
Lilian was informed of his death on 23 June. She applied for a widow’s pension, which was 
approved, and in addition was awarded 16s per week for her son, Albert Frank, to start on 25 
December 1916 and end on 12 August 1927.50 She received Albert’s savings of £1 11s on 13 
September 1916 and a war gratuity of £13 10s on 22 September 1919.51  
 
Sergeant Albert Frank Martin was buried at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord 
(Grave/Memorial Reference II. B. 187).52 Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian border. It was 
occupied on 14 October 1914 and became an important railhead, air depot and hospital centre. 
Several casualty clearing stations, including No. 1 CCCS, were quartered there. The earliest 
Commonwealth burials at Bailleul were made in April 1915. An extension was built and burials 
continued until April 1918; they occurred again in September and after the Armistice, when 
soldiers’ remains were brought in from the neighbouring battlefields.  
 
Albert was posthumously awarded the 1914–15 Star (for serving in a theatre of war between 5 
August 1914 and 31 December 1915), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre), and 
the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918).53 As next of kin, Lilian also 
received a memorial plaque and a parchment scroll.  
 



Although Albert’s siblings must have grieved his death, the social conventions of the day demanded 
that the bereaved accept their losses quietly and stoically. Five of Albert’s brothers were still on 
active service. Harold Stanley had enlisted in the army on 4 August 1914 and transferred to the 
Royal Air Force in 1916.54 The family’s world continued without Albert. Ernest, a petty officer in the 
Royal Navy, married Alice Annie Mayo on 11 November 1916.55 After the war, Edith May married 
Arthur Hawkes in 1919,56 Louis George wed Edith Gertrude Simmonds in 192257 and Ada married 
Harry Steward Taylor in 1927. At the time, she was living at 58 Castle Street.58   
 
Information about the fate of Albert’s son, Albert Frank, was not readily available. He was 8 years 
old when on 30 August 1919, his mother Lilian married Regimental Sergeant Major Percy Lukes 
(1880–1963)59 in St. Mary and St. Radigund Church, Postling, Kent.60 Their daughter, Alma Lilian, 
was born October 1920.61 Most likely, young Albert lived with the couple.  
 
Sergeant Albert Frank Martin’s sacrifice was not forgotten. His name was inscribed on the Men of 
Canterbury Memorial, which was unveiled on 10 October 1921 in remembrance of the men from 
Canterbury who lost their lives in the Great War.62 On 30 September 1922, the North Staffordshire 
Regimental War Memorial on Tamworth Road, Whittington Barracks, Whittington, was unveiled 
dedicated to the memory of “our fallen comrades.”63 
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