
Private John Henry Boam©  
Regimental number: 535441 
21st Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales’s Own) 
  
born: 1899–died: 23 April 1918 
 
Private John Henry Boam was just 19 when he died in the First World War. Fortunately for his 
family, his older brother survived the war, although he had been injured. Sadly, all of the surviving 
children suffered a form of disability. 
 
John had been born in 1899 to Vincent Saxton Boam and Mary Porter. Vincent was born about 1867 
in Tupton, Derbyshire, England, to John and Mary Boam.2 Mary was born about 1870 in Newbold, 
Derbyshire, to George Porter and Lydia Elizabeth Haywood.3  
 
Both Vincent and George worked in the coal mines in Chesterfield, Derbyshire. Sadly, George passed 
away before 1881, leaving Lydia and Mary, so Lydia remained in the area, becoming an office 
cleaner at the mine.4 
 
Vincent and Mary were married in Chesterfield on 26 August 18955 and had five children, all born 
in Chesterfield: 
 
• Walter, whose birth was registered in the third quarter of 1895.6 He too saw military service in 

the war, enlisting with the Royal Garrison Artillery. He was discharged on 12 February 1919, 
identified as having a disability.7 In October 1919 he married Beatrice Bond,8 but he died in 
1933 in Chesterfield.9 

• Edward, who was born 14 May 1989 and baptized on 9 August 1898; he died before the end of 
the year.10 

• John Henry, whose birth was registered in the third quarter of 1899.11 
• Vincent Saxton, named after his father; both his birth and death were registered in the second 

quarter of 1902.12 
• Elsie, the only daughter, who was born 5 September 1910. In 1939, Elsie was residing at 

Whittington Hall, in the National Institution for Persons Requiring Care and Control in 
Chesterfield. She was unable to work as she was considered an incapacitated patient.13 Elsie’s 
death was registered during the first quarter of 1989 in Chesterfield.14 

 
In 1901 the family was living at 71 Millions Head Yard, Sallergate, Chesterfield and Lydia, Mary’s 
mother, was living next door, working as a charwoman. Vincent was a coal miner and Mary was 
home with young Walter and John.15 
 
In 1911 the family was living at Scofield Yards, Chesterfield. Vincent was still a coal miner, and son 
Walter, aged 16, appears to have also been working in the coal mine. The census noted that Walter 
was an imbecile. It is not certain what the term “imbecile” meant in those days, and it was likely not 
applied with any consistency and/or knowledge by householders responding to the census. 
Whatever it meant in Walter’s case, it did not prevent him from later serving with the Royal 
Garrison Artillery during the war.16  
 
Regrettably, only about 30% of UK service records still exist, due to a fire resulting from a 1940 air 
raid on the Army Records Office in Walworth, London,17 and it appears that John’s records were not 
saved. As a result, certain specifics of John’s military experience were not obtainable. 



 
We do know that John enlisted at Chesterfield and was placed with the 21st Battalion of the Prince 
of Wales’s Own (West Yorkshire) Regiment.18 The 21st (Service) Battalion (Wool Textile Pioneers) 
worked in conjunction with the engineers along the Front. They were men experienced with picks 
and shovels (i.e. miners like John, road men, etc.) and some who had skilled trades (smiths, 
carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, masons, tinsmiths, engine drivers and fitters.)19 
 
Because John received a war gratuity of £3,20 he had enlisted less than one year prior to his death. 
The war gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those WWI 
servicemen who had served in the home service for a period of at least six months, or for any length 
of time if the man had served overseas.21  
 
On 22 April 1918 John was admitted to the No. 1Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot 
wounds to his right hip and abdomen.22 A casualty clearing station (CCS) is a military medical 
facility behind the front lines that is used to treat wounded soldiers. A CCS would usually be located 
just beyond the range of enemy artillery and often near transportation facilities (e.g., a railway). 
The CCS receives battlefield casualties from regimental aid posts located in the combat zone. 

Casualties that could not be adequately treated in the 
CCS were stabilized there before being transported to a 
field hospital or military hospital.23 
 
Sadly, the following day John passed away and was 
buried at Pernes British Cemetery, in Plot 1, Row D, 
Grave 19.24, 25 Pernes British Cemetery was not opened 
until April 1918, when the 1st and 4th Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Stations pulled back to Pernes, driven 
back by the German advance in Flanders. There are 
1,098 First World War burials in Pernes.26 

 
John was posthumously awarded both the British War 
Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) 
and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational 
theatre).27 
 
Vincent and Mary passed away a couple of years from 
each other. Vincent’s death was recorded in the first 
quarter of 1939 in Chesterfield,28 and Mary’s was 
recorded in the second quarter of 1941 in Ilkeston, 
Derbyshire.29 
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