
Corporal William Hessner©  
Regimental number: 706435 
"B" Battery, 331st Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 
  
born: 1898–died: 11 August 1917 
 
William's parents, Albert William Hessner and Emma Haythorn, were married at St. Philip Church 
in Manchester on 22 December 1894.1 William's father was also known as William; most later 
documents invert his names as William Albert Hessner. (Since this was his preferred name as an 
adult, William Sr. will be used to differentiate father from son.) 
 
Emma gave birth to the couple's first child, a son named Albert, in October 1896;2 unfortunately, the 
baby did not survive.3 Their second son, William, was born in the spring of 1898;4 he was baptised 
on 10 July 1898 at St. Thomas Church in Hyde, Cheshire.5 Emma and William Sr. then had two 
daughters: Edith, born in 19006 and Lilian, born in 1906.7 Both girls were baptised in the same 
parish church as their brother.8 9 Sometime after Lilian's birth, the family moved from Hyde to 246 
Birch Lane, Dukinfield, Lancashire.10 Despite being in another county, the distance between the two 
towns is less than 5 miles according to Google Maps and both are now part of Tameside, itself part 
of Greater Manchester.11 
 
In October 1915,12 when he was just 17, William enlisted with the 2nd East Lancashire Brigade of 
the Royal Field Artillery (which later became the 331st Brigade).13 Part of the 66th East Lancashire 
Division,14 the brigade was a 'second line' unit formed in February 1915 after the War Office 
ordered all Territorial Force units to create a reserve unit.15 (The 
Territorial Force was a part-time volunteer component of the 
British Army created in 1908 to augment British land Forces.)16 The 
brigade was stationed at Forest Row Camp in the Ashdown Forest, 
East Sussex, until February 1916, when the division was 
transferred to the Southern Army Home Defence Force and moved 
to the area around Colchester, Essex.17 The division was ordered to 
France on 11 February 1917; by 25 March all units had arrived and 
were placed under XI Corps of the British Expeditionary Force.18  
 
When William was admitted to No.1 Canadian Casualty Clearing 
station on 8 August 1917 with gunshot wounds to his head and 
knee,19 the division was operating on the Flanders Coast.20 William 
succumbed to his wounds at 3 a.m. on 11 August 191721 and two 
days later22 was buried in plot C9 of the Adinkerke Military 
Cemetery.23  
 
William was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for 
service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal 
(for service in an operational theatre).24 
 

Unfortunately, William's mother, Emma, did not survive her son by 
very long: she passed away at the age of 46 in October 1919.25 
William Sr. married Charlotte Lonsdale, a neighbour on Birch 
Lane,26 in the fall of 1920.27 William died on 8 February 1937, still 
living on Birch Lane.28 Charlotte lived until January 1963.29 
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William's two sisters both married: Edith married George Fletcher in August 1923;30 Lilian 
married Harold W. Mayers in the summer of 1930.31 In July 1928, Edith gave birth to twins, 
Doreen32 and Donald.33 Lilian and Harold had two daughters, Rita, born in 193234 and Gwen, born in 
1935.35 
 

Edith lived her whole life in Dukinfield, where she passed away on 18 January 1983,36 her husband 
having died in April 1975.37 Lilian and her husband relocated to Wales, where Harold died in 196638 
and Edith in 1992.39 
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