Colour Serjeant George William Kerry©
Regimental number: 22034
32nd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers

born: 1877-died: 1916

Colour Serjeant Kerry lived a short but colourful life. He had a variety of exotic occupations, lived on
three different continents, served in two different armies, and apparently lived with two different
women.

Colour Serjeant Kerry’s name was registered at his 1877 birth in Newmarket, Cambridgeshire, as
William George Duckmanton Kerry, but he sometimes used the forenames George William in later
life, a preference followed here. He was the son of William Kerry and Harriet, née Duckmanton.2
George was the third of their four sons,3 the others being registered as Clement Gordon
Duckmanton (born on 23 November 1869),* Herbert Kerry Duckmanton (born on 3 May 1872),5 6
and Frederick Reginald Kerry (born on 20 August 1879).7 8 There is no record of whether or when
the parents were married.

George’s father William Kerry had been baptized as William Gostling in St. Faith’s, Norfolk, in 1826,
his mother, Sarah Lownd Gostling, being unmarried at the time.® She married Henry Kerry, a tailor,
the following year.10

In 1881 William, Harriet and their sons were living in Newmarket and William was described as a
traveller with racehorses and a huntsman.!! George was still listed as a William. By 1891 the family
had moved to London and was living in Hammersmith, with William working as a coachman
groom;12 the third son was known by then as George William Kerry.

On 28 April 1899 George married Emma Annie Hammerton.!3 She was born in 1875, the daughter
of Frank and Emma Hammerton.!* Prior to her marriage she was working as a dressmaker.15

After their wedding, George enlisted in the Coldstream Guards and fought in the South African
Campaign. He received the South Africa Medal with clasps for Cape Colony, Orange Free State, and
Transvaal.16 He also served in the South African Constabulary,!” which was formed in October
1900.18

By early 1901 he was back in London, working as a billiard marker.19 Later that year, on 20
November 1901, they had a daughter, Eva Marjorie.2® When Eva was baptized, in February 1902,
George was listed as a professional billiard player.2!

Four years later, in 1906, George immigrated to the United States and applied for naturalization in
1907.22 It is not known whether his family accompanied him or how long he stayed in the United
States. However, he apparently saw some service in the US Army while he was there.23

By 1911 George was back in England, living in Leytonstone in East London, with his daughter Eva
and a woman, Louisa, listed as his wife,24 though no marriage record was found. He was now a
professional roller skater at the local skating rink. Emma Annie was not found in the 1911 Census
but was still listed as George’s wife in his enlistment papers in 1915.25



In 1912 George was now the “popular acting manager” of the Rink Picture Palace in Leytonstone
Road,?¢ and in March 1913 he became the manager of the newly opened Gainsborough Picture
Palace.?” At some point before his enlistment (and presumably after the war began) he was also
manager of the Alcazar Picture Theatre in Hounslow, putting on entertainment for Belgian refugees
and British wounded.28

In March 1915 George enlisted in the Royal Fusiliers in Hounslow, with regimental number 14039.
He was promoted to acting corporal on 26 May 1915 and discharged on 26 October 1915.29 At some
point he re-enlisted (record not found) with regimental number 22034 and was assigned to the
32nd Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers.30

The 32nd (East Ham) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) was raised in London on
the 18th of October 1915 by the Mayor and Borough of East Ham. After initial training close to
home they joined the 124th Brigade, 41st Division at Aldershot in November 1915.31

According to the report in the local newspaper, the 32nd Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers was still
stationed in Aldershot in March 1916, and “Co. Sergt. Major George Kerry” was on final leave in
Hounslow before going to the Front.32 His reported rank was likely an error, as he was a Co. Sjt.
(Colour Serjeant) rather than a Co. Sjt. Major (Company Serjeant Major).33

The battalion left Aldershot on 4 May 1916 and sailed from Southampton to Le Havre on 5 May.34
The following day they took the train to Hazebrouck and spent the next several months in this area.
It was a relatively quiet period of the war with no major actions, but there were occasional artillery
bombardments.

In July, the battalion was in Ploegsteert, and on 21 July the war diary reported everything normal.
Casualties for the week were 4 Other Ranks (non-officers) killed.35 One of these was likely Colour
Serjeant Kerry, who died on 21 July 1916 at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station in Bailleul.36

A casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near
transportation. Casualties who did not soon die or could not be adequately treated in the CCS were
stabilized before being transported to a field or military hospital.3”

Colour Serjeant Kerry was buried in the Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, Reference II.
F. 14.38 There is no personal inscription on his headstone. The cemetery lies in the east end of the
town of Bailleul, in the Nord department of the Hauts-de-France region, and contains the remains of
4,344 soldiers from the two world wars.

Colour Sergeant Kerry was awarded posthumously the Victory Medal (for service in an operational
theatre) and the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918).39

George’s daughter Eva married Ronald Leslie Golds in Hounslow on 7 June 1925. They were both
bank clerks at the time.#0 By 1939, Ronald had become a bank manager.*

George’s widow Emma Annie was living with George’s brother Frederick and his wife in 1939, in
the hotel that Frederick owned in Guildford, Surrey.42 In 1964 she was living with her daughter Eva
and husband Ronald in Hendon.43 Emma died later that year, aged 89,4¢ and Eva died two years
afterward.*>
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George’s oldest brother, Clement Gordon, did not fight in WW I; he would have been 45 when it
began. However, he was a military man, having enlisted in the 2nd Regiment of Life Guards in
January 1888 when he was 18 years old.#¢6 He was promoted several times, eventually becoming
Corporal of Horse in 1898, and in 1901 he was given a special discharge to join the South African
Constabulary, likely joining brother George. In 1911 Clement was working for a wine merchant at
the George & Devonshire pub in Chiswick, London.4” There is no record of a marriage, and he died
in 1937 at age 67.48

George’s other older brother, Herbert, has no record of military service. He was married on 16
December 1894 to Rosa Richiardi4? and they had three children: Rosa (born in 18955° but died a
year laters!), Margaret (born in 1900)52 and Irene (born in 1909).53 Herbert worked as a coachman
(1901),54 a private chauffeur (1911),55 and a taxi driver (1939).56 He died in 1952 at age 79.57

George’s younger brother, Frederick, was employed as a barman in 1901,58 likely at the Seven
Kings Hotel in [Iford, where he was also a professional billiard player. A match between the two
brothers was advertised in January 1901.5°

In 1906 Frederick married Ada Susan Rayner, née Howes,® and a year later he immigrated to South
Africa, after 13 years working at the Seven Kings Hotel.6! His wife clearly accompanied him, as their
first child, Helen, was born there.62 They returned to England in 1909,63 and in 1911 Frederick was
a hotel keeper in Mildenhall, Suffolk.64 Their second child, Clement, had recently been born. A third
child, Edna Mary, followed in 1913.65

On 16 May 1917 Frederick enlisted in the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and served in France from 4
October 1917 to 18 January 1919.66 He (along with the rest of the RFC) transferred into the newly
formed Royal Air Force (RAF) on 1 April 1918 and was promoted to corporal on 15 August 1918.
Shortly after the Armistice Frederick came down with influenza (likely the Spanish flu). He was
transferred to the RAF Reserve on 15 February 1919 and discharged on 30 April 1920. He received
the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the British War Medal (for service
overseas between 1914 and 1918).

After the war, Frederick returned to the hotel business and in 1939 was the owner of the Stoke
Hotel in Guildford.¢” He died in 1945 at age 65.68

George’s father William was still living in Hammersmith in 1901, with Harriet and sons Clement
and Frederick.6® He was now working as a lodging housekeeper. By 1911 he and Harriet had moved
to Mildenhall, Suffolk,?? close to their son Fred’s hotel. William died there in 1912, age 86.71 The
date and location of Harriet’s death are not known.
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