Private George Errington®©
Regimental number: 50043
2nd Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers

born: 1899-died: 23 April 1918

Private George Errington was just 19 when he died, after fighting in World War I for just over one
year.

George was the second of three children born to Joseph Errington and Isabella Bates. Joseph was
the only child of Jane Errington, born in 1859 in Durham, England.! Isabella had been born about
1866, also in Durham, to George and Ann Bates.? Joseph and Isabella had been married in about
1897 in Durham,3 when Joseph was a commercial clerk.

Their eldest child, Alys, was born in Benfieldside, Durham, on 16 August 1897.4 On 5 December
1926 Alys wed Patrick John March in Ponteland, Northumberland.5 In 1939 Alys and Patrick were
living in Castle Ward, Northumberland, where Patrick was a colliery undermanager.¢

George was born about 1899 in Benfieldside, Durham.?

The third child, Cecil, was born about 1903 in Benfieldside.8 On 9 December 1927 Cecil emigrated
to New Zealand, departing from Southampton aboard the Tainui.® He died in Auckland, New
Zealand, on 22 September 1952.10

In 1901 the family was living at 4 St. Cuthberts Avenue, Benfieldside, where Joseph was a
commercial clerk and Isabella was raising Alys and George.!!

In 1911 the family was still living at 4 St. Cuthberts Avenue, Benfieldside. Joseph was a commercial
clerk and the three surviving children were in school.12

Regrettably, only about 30 per cent of UK service records still exist, due to a fire resulting from a
1940 air raid on the Army Records Office in Walworth, London,!3 and it appears that George’s
records were not saved. As a result, few specifics of George’s military experience were obtainable.

We know that George enlisted with the Lancashire Fusiliers at Consett, Durham, (a town next to
Benfieldside) being assigned to the 2nd Battalion.14 The regiment raised 30 battalions, losing
13,640 men during the course of the war.15 George was entitled to a war gratuity of £4,1¢ suggesting
that he enlisted in March 1917. The war gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to
be made to those WWI servicemen who had served in the home service for a period of at least six
months, or for any length of time if the man had served overseas.!”

On 23 April 1918 George was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station suffering from
penetrating gunshot wounds to his abdomen.18 A casualty clearing station (CCS) is a military
medical facility behind the front lines that is used to treat wounded soldiers. A CCS would usually
be located just beyond the range of enemy artillery and often near transportation facilities (e.g., a
railway). The CCS receives battlefield casualties from regimental aid posts located in the combat
zone. Casualties that could not be adequately treated in the CCS were stabilized there before being
transported to a field hospital or military hospital.1?


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wound

Sadly, on the same day as his admission, Frank died and was buried the following day, April 24, in
the Pernes British Cemetery, in Plot 1, Row D, Grave 33. His mother requested the following
inscription be added to his grave marker:20. 21

THEY MISS HIM MOST
WHO LOVED HIM BEST

Pernes British Cemetery was not opened until April
1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian CCSs pulled back
to Pernes, driven back by the German advance in
Flanders. There are 1,098 First World War burials in
Pernes.22

George was posthumously awarded both the British
War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an
operational theatre).23

In 1939 Joseph and Isabella were still living at the same
home they had since at least 1901 in Benfieldside.
Joseph was then 80 and a retired clerk.2¢ However, it
appears that Joseph and Isabella moved to be closer to
their daughter Alys in Castle Ward, Northumberland, as
they both died there in 1944 within a couple of months
of each other. Joseph’s death at the age of 85 was
registered in the second quarter of 1944,25 while
Isabella’s at the age of 78 was registered in the third
quarter.26

Gravestone of Private George Errington
Source: Find a Grave
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