
Private Frederick Blackwell© 
Regimental number: 19279 
10th (Service) Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment 
  
born: 20 April 1887–died: 31 August 1916  
 
“Too loved to ever be forgotten,” is engraved on Private Frederick Blackwell’s headstone.1 He was 
at the Western Front for less than 60 days when he was killed in action, one of 704,803 soldiers 
from the British Isles who died in or because of the First World War.2 

 
Frederick (known as Fred) was born on 20 April 
1887 in Yeadon,3 a town in the Wharfedale district 
of West Yorkshire, about 13 km northwest of 
Leeds.4 He was the son of William (1847–1927)5 
and Faith Elizabeth (née Warcup) Blackwell 
(1848–1927)6 who were both born in the area: 
William in Kirkbymoorside and Faith in Pickering.  
They married on 27 November 1869 at the 
Anglican Chapel of Lockton, in the Parish of 
Middleton, Yorkshire. William was a farm labourer. 
Faith did not list an occupation at the time of the 
marriage.7  
 
The couple had 11 children:8 Elizabeth Ann (1871–
1958)9 was the eldest, followed by Hannah Jane 
(1872–1872),10 Hannah Jane (1873–1914),11 Emily 
Warcup (1875–1961),12 John William Warcup 
(1876–1879),13 William (1880–1933),14 George 
(1882–1968),15 Francis (1884–1979),16 Alfred 
(1885–1916),17 then Frederick and lastly Louise 
(1889–1890).18 
 
William and Faith began their married life in 
Kirkbymoorside. In 1871 they were living with 
baby Elizabeth at Howe’s End and William was 
working as a labourer.19 A decade later, William 
and Faith, with their four living children—
Elizabeth, Hannah, Emily and infant William—were 
residing in Kirkby Mills. William was a lime burner, 
a very dangerous occupation.20  

 
When Fred was born, the family had moved to Queen Street in Yeadon,21 a small town that had 
developed with the wool industry. By 1887, Yeadon had five mills manufacturing wool products.22 
  
It was in these mills that Fred’s family found employment. In 1891, Elizabeth worked as a weaver, 
and Hannah and Emily were spinners. Four-year-old Fred remained at home, while brothers 
William, George, Francis and Alfred attended school. Fred’s father was a labourer; his mother a 
green grocer.23 During the next decade, Fred probably attended school. By 1901, the 14-year-old 
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was working as a wool spinner. All his siblings were employed in the woolen mills, except William, 
who was a bricklayer. His father was now a market gardener and his mother did domestic chores.24 
 
At some point after 1901, Fred’s father moved to Lockton, near Pickering, to farm.25 His brother 
William listed “farmer” as their father’s occupation when he married Emma Kitchen on 11 August 
1906. William was now employed as a woollen cloth fuller and Emma was a woollen weaver.26 Both 
of them were still working at these occupations in 1911, living at 13 Queen Street, Yeadon, with 
their three-year-old son Ernest.27 By then, Fred’s brother George had emigrated to Australia, most 
likely in 1910.28 Fred and the rest of his family remained in Yeadon at 6 Hudson Terrace. All, except 
his mother, worked in the woolen mills. Elizabeth, Hannah and Emily were weavers. Fred and 
Francis were spinners and Alfred was a beamer.29  
 
When Francis wed Hilda Norton on 19 August 1911, the family had moved to 8 Football [Street], 
Yeadon. Francis was still employed as a spinner; Hilda worked as a condenser filler at a woolen 
mill.30  
 
The family must have been affected by the labour unrest that occurred particularly during the years 
1911–1914. The cost of living had increased. Wages for the various occupations had remained 
stagnant while employers were demanding greater productivity. On 23 May 1913, the mill owners 
locked out over 2,000 workers and refused to negotiate with the Yeadon, Guiseley and District 
Factory Workers’ Union.  
 
Fred and Alfred (and probably the other siblings) were members of the union.31 They may have 
marched in the “Hunger Parades” to nearby communities during June and July to publicize the 
situation and collect money to assist starving workers’ families. On 24 July 1913, the owners 
reopened the mills and made a few concessions, such as pay increases for some workers and a work 
week shortened to 55½ hours.32 
 
Life did not return to normal for the Blackwell family. On 6 February 1914, Fred was with his sister 
Hannah when she died from a perforated ulcer at the Royal Infirmary, Bradford, about 11 km from 
Yeadon.33 This must have been a sorrowful time for the family.  
 
When war was declared on 4 August 1914, 27-year-old Fred did not enlist, perhaps because he did 
not meet the height requirement of 160 cm and had no military experience.34 Instead he continued 
to reside with his mother and siblings at 8 Football, Yeadon, and to work as the head spinner at a 
woolen mill. On 20 November 1915, he married Daisy Clark (1890–1972),35a munitions worker. His 
brother Alfred was a witness at the ceremony.36 
 
Fred and Daisy were living at 5 Alma Road, Yeadon, when he enlisted on 8 December 1915. He 
stood approximately 158 cm tall, weighed 53 kg and was assigned to the Army Reserve until 29 
February 1916, when he was posted to the 10th (Service) Battalion, The Duke of Wellington’s (West 
Riding) Regiment.37 Two of his brothers would also enlist: Alfred in the Prince of Wales’s Own 
(West Yorkshire) Regiment38 and Francis in the Machine Gun Corps.39 George applied to the 
Australian Imperial Force on 3 September 1916 but was rejected because of his poor eyesight.40  
 
The Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment was an infantry regiment of the British Army 
formed in 1881 with the amalgamation of the 33rd (The Duke of Wellington’s) Regiment of Foot 
and the 76th Regiment of Foot. During the First World War, the regiment raised 19 Territorial and 
Service battalions.41 
 



The 10th (Service) Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment, also known as the 10th 
West Riding Regiment, was raised at Halifax in September 1914 and became part of the 69th 
Brigade, 23rd Division. It landed in France on 27 August 1915 to join the British Expeditionary 
Force (BEF).42 
 
The battalion, as part of the 69th Infantry Brigade, spent the next five months in the Erquinghem-
Lys area, northern France, assigned to various trenches along the Bois-Grenier line. From mid-
February to June1916, the battalion moved to trenches near Steenbecque, then Hesdigneul-lès-
Béthune, Ourton, and Hersin-Coupigny. On 25 June, it travelled from Hersin to Longueau, Somme 
department, Hauts-de-France, in northern France and then on to Molliens-au-Bois, about 12 km 
from Albert, France.  
 
On 1 July, at 7:30 a.m., the Battle of Albert (1–13 July 1916) commenced. It was the first of 12 
battles during the period from 1 July to 18 November 1916 that became known as the Battle of the 
Somme.43 On 4 July, the 10th (Service) Battalion was in trenches near Baizieux when it was ordered 
to capture and consolidate other positions near Albert. This was the first time that the battalion had 
been employed in an attack. Lieutenant Colonel Hayne, commanding the 10th Battalion, wrote that 
it was a great pleasure for him to say “that all the ranks worked magnificently . . . and that many 
deeds of valour were performed by both officers and men.”44  
 
By the evening of5 July, 4 officers and 13 soldiers of other ranks (ORs) were dead, 2 officers and 66 
ORs wounded.45 Other engagements with the enemy followed: 7 July at Lozenge Wood, 9 July at 
Shelter Alley; on 10 July, the battalion participated in the attack at Contalmaison and captured 
many guns and prisoners.46 Relieved on 12 July, the battalion retired to Molliens-au-Bois to rebuild. 
 
It was probably at Molliens-au-Bois that Private Frederick Blackwell joined the battalion. After 
embarking for France on 4 July 1916, he was probably one of the 154 ORs (judged to be of “fair 
standard”)47 that arrived on 17 July to reinforce the battalion. He received some training there and 
at Millencourt before the battalion went into the front-line trenches at Bécourt Wood. During this 
time Fred experienced day-to-day shelling, sniper fire, endless noise and horrid stench, followed by 
rest periods behind the lines.  
 
From Bécourt Wood, the battalion moved to front-line trenches near Contalmaison. On the night of 
28/29 July, Fred probably saw action for the first time in what became known as the Battle of 
Pozières. The battalion attacked the enemy in Munster Alley [trench],48 consolidated the BEF’s 
position but “sustained somewhat severe casualties”: 2 officers and 31 ORs killed, 4 officers and 
124 ORs wounded, 1 officer and 30 ORs missing and 13 ORs shell shocked.49 
 
At the beginning of August, the battalion, assigned to trenches near Albert, had further 
engagements with the enemy. However, in mid-August, the 10th (Service) Battalion moved out of 
the Somme area. By 17 August, it had travelled 112 km to Steenwerck, northern France, near the 
Belgian border. From 18 to 23 August, it took over the defence of trenches in front of Ploegsteert 
Wood, Belgium, and found “it very quiet compared to Albert.”50During that time, Fred probably 
assisted with the construction of a new trench (called the 10 West Riding Trench), which brought 
the BEF forces to about 320 m from the enemy trenches. During the operation, 3 ORs were killed 
and 4 ORs wounded.51  
 
From 25 to 31 August, the battalion was assigned the left section of this new front-line trench. The 
69th Brigade ordered an attack on the enemy line for 1:30 a.m. on 31 August.52 Before the venture, 
the BEF’s artillery fired gas bombs on the enemy trenches. Some fell short, releasing gas over a 



portion of the new trench. Lieutenant Colonel Hayne recorded that three ORs were injured, “one 
had already died” and “this happened in spite of the most rigorous precautions. All ranks in the 
front line had their helmets adjusted before 1:30 a.m.”53 
 
On 30 August 1916, Private Frederick Blackwell was critically injured,54 most likely during this 
attack. He was taken to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (CCCS) at Bailleul, France, about 
15 km from Ploegsteert Wood. A casualty clearing station was a medical unit behind the front lines, 
usually located near transportation. Casualties who could not be adequately treated were stabilized 
before being transported to a military hospital.55  
 
Fred died at 3 a.m. on Thursday, 31 August,56 one of four men to die that day at No. 1 CCCS.57 His 
death was recorded by the No. 1 CCCS chaplain.58 His wife Daisy and his parents were informed 
about his death, which was reported in the Leeds Mercury on 8 September 1916.59 
 
Private Frederick Blackwell was buried at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord 
(Grave/Memorial Reference II. F. 188).60 Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian border. It was 
occupied on 14 October 1914 and became an important railhead, air depot and hospital centre. 
Several casualty clearing stations, including No. 1 CCCS, were quartered there.  
 
The earliest Commonwealth burials at Bailleul took place in April 1915. An extension was built and 
burials continued until April 1918; they occurred again in September and after the Armistice, when 
soldiers’ remains were brought in from the neighbouring battlefields.  
 
Fred was posthumously awarded the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 
British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918).61 By 2 February 1917, Daisy had 
received all his savings of £2 21s 14d and on 30 September 1919, a war gratuity of £3.62 Daisy 
applied for a pension on 26 October 1916 and was granted 10s a week, to start on 19 March 1917.63 
As next of kin, she received a memorial plaque and a parchment scroll. Unfortunately, the scroll was 
lost by a picture framing company. Daisy asked for a replacement but was told that this was against 
regulations.64 
 
Of the three Blackwell brothers who went to war, only one, Francis, returned home. Fred’s brother 
Alfred was declared missing in action on 2 November 1916 and was officially declared dead in June 
1917. His sacrifice is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.65  
  
In the next decade, the surviving Blackwell family members continued to live near each other in 
Yeadon. In 1921, all of Fred’s siblings were employed by D. Waterworth & Sons, Compton Mills, 
Yeadon. His mother and sisters Elizabeth and Emily were living in the house at 8 Football, and  
both Elizabeth and Emily were working as woollen weavers.66 William, wife Emma and son Ernest 
were living nearby at 12 Lower Queen Street. William was a cloth miller and Emma, a weaver. 
Francis, wife Hilda and their two children were living nearby on South View Terrace; Francis was a 
woollen spinner.67 Fred’s father William, however, was still farming in Lockton Pickering.68 In 
1922, George married widow Elizabeth Schell in Waverley, New South Wales, Australia.69 On 15 
April 1925, he arrived back in England to visit his family at 8 Football, Yeadon. At some point he 
returned to Australia.70  
 
Fred’s wife Daisy never remarried. Shortly after his death, she moved to her parent’s house at 6 
Barnet Street, Armley, Leeds. In 1921, she was still living there with her parents, Brien and Ellen 
Clark and her sister Ellen. Daisy was, employed as a burler worker by Wilson & Sons Worsted 
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Manufacturer.71 (Burlers dressed cloth by removing slubs, knots and loose threads.) In 1939, she 
was still employed as a burler, living alone at 6 Barnet Street, Armley, Leeds.72 
 
Private Frederick Blackwell’s sacrifice was not forgotten. He and brothers Alfred and Francis were 
commemorated on the Yeadon War Memorial erected in 1921. Constructed of oak and located in 
the Town Hall, it listed the names of the 1,137 local residents who died and the names of 1,903 who 
had served and survived.73 Fred and Alfred’s names were also listed on the Factory Workers 
Institute’s Roll of Honour plaque.74 More recently, Fred has been remembered on The Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiment (West Riding) – Regimental Association’s website.75  
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