Gunner Frank Brown©
Regimental number: 686704
Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery, Territorial Force

born: 17 August 1887-died: 29 July 1917

TOO DEARLY LOVED
TO BE FORGOTTEN
LOVING WIFE ALICE!

Gunner Frank Brown married Alice Mary Hindle on 23 August 1913 at the Salem Methodist Chapel
(United Methodists), Regent Street, in Haslingden.2 Alice was a cotton weaver and the daughter of
Thomas Hindle, blacksmith, and his wife, Alice Ann.3 Frank was a grocer’s assistant and the son of
George Brown, a retired loom overlooker, and his wife, Elizabeth (née Hammond).* Frank’s parents
had married in 1878.5

Sadly, Frank and Alice were married for three years before he enlisted to serve in the Great War,
but had no children.¢ He died just over a year later,” just as he was about to celebrate his thirtieth
birthday.

Frank grew up in Cloughfold, on the outskirts of Haslingden, Lancashire. At the beginning of their
marriage, his parents lived in Alma Cottages in Cowpe, Lench, Newhall Hey, Hall Carr8—a township
in Bury Parish, four miles from Haslingden, Lancashire.? In 1891, Frank, his parents and four
siblings were still in Alma Cottages.1? Ten years later, the family was living a couple of miles away at
5 Plantation Street in Cloughfold, where they would remain for over 60 years. By then, five of the
Brown children, including Frank, were cotton weavers.! Frank had a total of eight siblings, seven of
whom were still living in 1911:12

Mary Alice (born on 25 August 1878)13

Elizabeth A. (born on 20 July 1880)14

George Frederick (born on 15 June 1882)15

Jane Ellen (born on 18 June 1885)16

John (born on 6 September 1890)17

Susannah (born on 28 May 1894)18

Walter (born in 1897, but sadly died at the age of 2)19
James Ashworth (born on 14 December 1899)20

Frank enlisted to join the army in about May 1916.21 He became a gunner in the Royal Horse
Artillery and Royal Field Artillery as part of the Territorial Force.22

Just over a year later, he was injured and admitted on 29 July 1917 to the No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station23 with injuries to his groin and abdomen; he died the same day.2* No. 1 CCCS was
stationed in Adinkerke, Belgium, just across the Franco-Belgian border, when Frank was one of 477
soldiers admitted that day.25 He was buried the following day in Coxyde Military Cemetery (Plot I,
Row A, Grave 9). A letter was sent to his wife, Alice, to notify her of his death.26

Frank was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).2?



At a memorial service for Frank, held at the United Methodist Church in Haslingden, Rev A. . Keeley
spoke eloquently about the lost soldier.

In the days of his childhood our brother was connected with St John’s, Cloughfold,
where he was baptized in confirmed. He was a regular and conscientious
communicant, and was also a member of the choir. Four years ago, however, he
married Miss Alice Mary Hindle, and became attached to our people here at Salem.
He enjoyed the services of this place, and was seldom absent from the minister’s
class...

For seven or eight years he was the servant of the Cloughfold Co-operative Society.
Greatly beloved by the manager and staff, he possessed the singular facility for
putting a customer in a good mood, and spared no pains to oblige and give
satisfaction. Buoyant, competent, trustworthy, he found pleasure in the performance
of his duties. His good-nature produced an atmosphere in which brotherhood
became real and fellowship possible. It is said of him that he never saw anything that
required to be done without doing it. Those who know him in his business
relationships bear him high testimony, and declare that it will be difficult indeed to
fill his place. Hearing of the difficulties which have arisen as a result of the depleted
staff in the department in which he served, he cheerily replies: “Wait till we come
home. We'll soon put things right.” But our waiting for that happy day is over; we
know now that he will not come back.28

The minister also spoke affectionately of Frank’s relationship with his wife Alice and his hopeful
return home.

She and he had nothing but joy in their union ... His letters reveal a joyous
anticipation of time when the last trench shall have been stormed, the last bullet
shot, and the boys shall greet once more, on their own hearths, their loved ones and
friends. He wrote this one who never knew fear. He was eager for the fight, believing
that the sooner our enemies could get at the enemy, the sooner there would be an
end of this awful desolation. His unchanging optimism admitted of no doubt that he
would share in the song of victory, and the joy of coming home. But those
expectations are now beyond all hope of realization. His body lies buried with the
mortal remains of other gallant comrades in a Military Cemetery somewhere, we
believe, in Belgium.29

After the war, Alice was living with her parents at 4 Elm Street, Haslingden, where she was working
as a cotton weaver.30 On 23 July 1921, she married Harry Eastwood, also a cotton weaver, at the
Salem Methodist Chapel in Haslingden.3! They appear to have had two girls—Ethel, born in 1922,32
and Vera Margaret, born in 1930.33 In 1939, the family was living eight miles away at 11 Tennyson
Avenue in Padiham, Lancashire, and Alice’s mother was living with them. Alice served in the
Women's Auxiliary in World War I1.34

In addition to his wife, Frank was mourned by his mother, father, four sisters and three brothers.
After the war, four of Frank’s siblings were still living with their parents at 5 Plantation Street. His
father had retired from James Henry Ashworth & Co, cotton manufacturers. However, three siblings
continued to work for the company—Mary Alice and Jane Ellen were cotton weavers and John an
office caretaker. Their brother James was an office clerk for the corporation electricity tramway.35 It
is likely that family members had worked for James Henry Ashworth & Co for a long time—perhaps



it is the reason that the last Brown child carried the middle name Ashworth. The company was
probably established in Rawtenstall in the 1890s and appears to have been one of the biggest
cotton spinners and manufacturers, with 36,000 spindles and 940 looms.36

Frank’s parents lived for another ten years after his death—his father died on 8 February 192837
and his mother the following year, on 12 February.38 They were both buried in Rawtenstall
Cemetery.3?

Frank’s brother John also served in the Great War,40 but no information was found about his
service. Mary Alice, John and Jane Ellen did not marry and were living together at 5 Plantation
Street in 1939;4! they remained there until their deaths—Mary Alice on 3 April 1953,42 Jane Ellen
on 25 April 196243 and John on 5 June 1965.44

Frank’s sister Elizabeth married Frank Chadderton in 1904.45 Frank was a pressman in a slipper
factory, and the family lived in Cloughfold4¢ and Rawtenstall47 all their lives. Elizabeth died in
Haslingden in 1974.48

George married Mary Elizabeth Allpress in 190949 and, in 1911, they were living at 2 Albert
Terrace in Cloughfold, where George was a loom jobber. He served as an air raid protection warden
in World War II.50

Susannah married Harold Tattersall in 19205 and the following year the couple was living at

1 Height Side Cottages, Waterfoot, in Rawtenstall, where both were working as cotton weavers at
J. H. Ashworth & Co. They had a son, Frank, born on 27 May 1924—perhaps named after his late
uncle.5Z Susannah died in Haslingden in 1964.53

The last Brown child, James, married Doris Brindle in 1926.54 In 1939, they were living at 268
Newchurch Road, Rawtenstall, where James was a junior consumer clerk for the local government
electricity department.>> He served as an air raid protection warden in World War II and died in
Rawtensall on 10 March 1955.56
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