
Private Alexander Brown©  
Regimental number: 26103 
"B" Company, 1st Battalion, Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders 
 
born: 14 January 1886–died: 23 April 1918 
 
Private Alexander Brown was the son of Alexander Brown and his wife Jessie, née Blues. Alexander 
was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on 18 January 18561 and Jessie just 13 days earlier, on 5 January 

1856 in Edinburgh.2 They married on 5 October 1877 in Edinburgh and had 14 children, nine of 

whom were still alive in 1911. Thirteen of the children have possibly been identified. The 

children who appeared in census records with their parents were:  

 

• Jessie (born in about 1878)3  
• Andrew (born in about 1880)4 
• James (born in about 1882)5 
• Jane (born in about 1884)6 
• Alexander 
• Henry (born in about 1888)7 
• Charlie (born in about 1889)8 
• Barbara (born in about 1893)9 
• Annie (born in about 1897)10 
• Lizzie (born in about 1899)11 

 
Three other children with the surname Brown, whose mother had the maiden name Blues, were 
born in Edinburgh and died at a very young age:  
 
• George (born in about 1890 and died in 1890)12 
• William (born in about 1891 and died in 1895)13 
• Thomas Hogg (born in about 1894 and died in 1895)14 

 
They were probably children of Alexander and Jessie, which would leave only one child not 
identified.  
 
In 1891, the family was living at 28 Carnegie Street in Edinburgh, where Alexander Sr. was an 
engine fitter.15 Ten years later, they had moved to 35 Carnegie Street and now Alexander Jr., aged 
15, was an envelope packer.16 In 1911, Alexander’s parents were still living on Carnegie Street, 
where his father was an engineer working for a printer.17  
 
In 1908, Alexander Jr. married Sarah Jane (born on 5 November 188318) and, in 1911, they were 
living on Heriot Mount in the St Giles parish of Edinburgh, where Alexander was a grain store man. 
In 1911, they had a daughter, Jessie Robertson Blues, born on 5 May 1909.19 Another child had died 
before 1911.20 Two other children followed—Alexander Bain, born on 6 August 191221 and Sarah 
Jane Charles Miller, born on 1 February 1914.22  

 
Alexander enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force in about October 191623 and joined the 
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. The 1st Battalion landed in Le Havre, France, in August 1914 
and remained on the Western Front for the length of the war.24 Alexander appears to have survived 
on the Front for a long time. It was only on 23 April 1918 that he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian 



Casualty Clearing Station25 with gunshot wounds and fractures to 
both his legs. He died the same day.26 The day Alexander was 
admitted, 188 soldiers were taken to No. 1 CCCS, bringing the 
total number of patients to 375. That day also saw the arrival of a 
new chaplain, Hon. Captain J. L. Bradley.27 
 
Alexander was buried in Pernes Military Cemetery on 24 April 
(Plot 1, Row D, Grave 32) with the Canadian chaplain G. C. 
d’Easum presiding. This cemetery had only recently been set up 
when the 1st and 4th CCCSs came to Pernes, driven back by the 
German advance.28 
 
The family was notified of his death on 4 May 191829 and the 
chaplain sent a letter to Alexander’s wife at 4 Borough Lock 
Square, Edinburgh.30 
 
No information was found to indicate whether any of Alexander’s 
four brothers served in the Great War; nor was it possible to 
identify what became of other family members.  
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