
Driver William Burley©  
Regimental number: 217244 
46th Battery, 39th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery  
 
born: 2 November 1878–died: 29 July 1917 
 
Driver William Burley was born on 2 November 18781 in Ticehurst, Sussex,2 the son of Daniel 
Burley and Rosa Hayes, who had married in Tonbridge, Kent, in 1855.3 William was probably the 
last of 13 children born to the couple.4 Only 11 of the children have been tentatively identified:  
 
• Elizabeth (born in 1858)5 
• Jane (born in 1860)6 
• Mary (born in 1861)7 
• Sarah Anne (born in 1862)8 
• Caroline (born in 1864)9 
• Esther (born in 1866)10 
• Joseph (born in 1868)11 
• Ellen (born in 1870)12 
• Thomas (born in 1872)13 
• Emily (born in 1875)14 
• William  

 
Four of the children died before 1868—Elizabeth (in 1861),15 Mary (in 1861),16 Sarah Anne (in 
1867)17 and Caroline (in 1864).18 In 1871, Daniel and Rosa were living in Capel, Kent, where Daniel 
was a agricultural labourer.19 He appears to have struggled to look after his family, as a local 
newspaper reported that Daniel pled guilty to neglecting to maintain his wife and three children, 
resulting in their becoming dependent on the Tonbridge Union in April 1871.20 Ten years later, 
William had joined the family and, with his parents and four siblings, was living at Sunningly 
Cottage in Frant, Sussex.21 Daniel was still an agricultural labourer. 
 
William’s mother died in 1886,22 when he was just 7 years old. It is not known where any of the 
family members were in 1891 but, in 1901, William was probably a machine minder in a brickwork 
plant and boarding in the home of Robert Smith, also a brick worker, in Cheam, Surrey.23 The 
following year, William married Martha Elizabeth Baker (born on 1 June 1848)24 in London.25 In the 
years leading up to the Great War, William and Martha had three children:26  
 
• Alice Ivy Alexandra (born on 14 October 1903) 
• William George (born on 1 March 1912}  
• Isabel Dorothy Irene (born on 20 April 1913) 

 
In 1911, William, his wife and their first child were living 4 Heathfield Cottages in Hampton, 
Middlesex, where William was now a carman.27 He enlisted to serve in the British Expeditionary 
Force four years later, a few months after war was declared. He signed up on 28 February 1915 in 
Kingston-on-Thames, London, claiming to be 33 years and 0 months old. He was, in fact, 37 years 
old. Perhaps he wanted to appear younger to ensure that he was accepted. He was 5’ 2” tall and 
weighed 113 lbs.28 
 
William enlisted with the Army Service Corps and served, at some point, as a driver (Regimental 
number: T/4/065365), with the Remounts Service29—the service responsible for providing horses 



and mules to all other army units.30 He left this service and was with the 46th Battery, 39th Brigade 
of the Royal Field Artillery when he died.31  
 
In July 1917, the 39th Brigade was stationed in northern France near the Belgian border and the 
North Sea. It was engaged in constant, heavy firing on the enemy. On 29 July, seven Other Ranks 
(non-officers) were wounded and William may have been one of them.32 He was admitted that day 
to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station33 with a wound, caused by a bomb, that perforated his 
right thorax.34 He was one of 477 soldiers admitted on 29 July.35  
 
He died the same day and was buried in Coxyde Military Cemetery (Plot II, Row A, Grave 8).36 The 
cemetery is near Coxyde (now known as Koksijde) on the Belgian coast of the North Sea. French 
troops established the cemetery; when Commonwealth forces relieved the French in June 1917, it 
became the most important Commonwealth cemetery on the Belgian coast.37 
 
A letter was sent to William’s wife at The Lodge, Horton Manor, Horton, Buckinghamshire, to notify 
her of his death.38 She requested the following inscription for his gravestone:  
 

ABIDE WITH ME39 
 
Daniel’s father had died just a year before his son, on 9 July 1916. The funeral took place on the 
Burial Ground, Lower Green in Pembury (on the outskirts of Tonbridge).40  
 
After the war, William’s wife Martha was living at No. 2 Brands Hill Cottages in Colnbrook, near 
Horton, Buckinghamshire, with her children William and Isabel (whose name is spelled in this and 
some other records as Isabel).41 Her daughter Ivy was a kitchen maid in the home of Walter Grant 
Peterson Morden, a member of the British parliament, nearby at Heatherden Hall in Iver Heath.42  
 
On 14 June 1930, Ivy married Arthur F Davis in what was described as a “charming wedding” at St 
Thomas Church in Colnbrook.43 In 1939, they were living at No. 4 Brands Hill Cottages—very close 
to Ivy’s mother.44 Ivy died in 2003, at the age of 10145—84 years after the death of her father in the 
Great War. 
 
Just before the Second World War, Martha and her son William Jr were still at Brand Hill Cottages, 
where William was a wireless engineer.46 William married Helen Fletcher in Eton the following 
year47 and was only 69 when he died in Slough, Berkshire, in 1981.48 
 
Isabel married Cecil A. Collins in 1941.49 Cecil died in 197150 and Isabel married Alfred J Monzer in 
1973.51 She died in Bracknell, Berkshire, in 1987.52 
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