Bombardier Frederick Henry Carder ©
Regimental number: L27125
“Y” 36th Trench Mortar Battery, Royal Field Artillery

born: 20 April 1882-died: 19 August 1916

Bombardier Frederick Henry Carder was one of 704,803 soldiers from the British Isles who died in
or because of the First World War.!

Frederick was born on 20 April 1882 at St. John’s Villas, Rommany Road, Norwood, Surrey,
England.2 He was the son of James Carder (1857-1929)3 and Mary Ann (née Ellis) Carder (1854-
1919).41n 1881, James and Mary Ann (known as Annie) were both living in the civil parish of
Lewisham, London. James was a dairyman and Annie was a domestic servant at Peak Hill Villa.5
They married in the second quarter of 1881.6

James and Annie raised their six children’ in Norwood and Streatham, Surrey. Frederick Henry was
the eldest, followed by Florence Beatrice (1884-1950),8 Evelyn May (1885-1965),° Ida Elsie
(1888-1940),1° Norman Stanley (1889-1890),!! and finally Alice (1891-1963).12

Four-year-old Frederick was enrolled at the Salters Hill School in 1886 when the family was living
at 39 Sainsbury Road, Norwood. In 1890, he and sisters Florence and Evelyn were registered at the
Eardley Road School and the family was living at 6 Market Place, Streatham.13 His father was in the
confectionary business.!* In 1901, the family was living at 104 Eardley Road, Streatham. Frederick,
Florence and Evelyn were working as confectionary apprentices in their father’s shop. Ida and Alice
attended school.15

During the next decade, the Carder family’s composition evolved. Florence married Laurence
Warmington Skipper in June 1906. On their marriage certificate, she gave her father’s occupation as
bootmaker.1¢ On 1 March 1912, Florence, her husband and their two children emigrated to Sydney,
Australia.l?

In 1909, Frederick married Mary Daisy Cooper (1885-1958).18 The couple were living at 29
Ashbury Road, London, Wandsworth, when their first child, Leslie Stanley, was born on 26 July
1909. Frederick was working as a tram conductor.1? He was still in this occupation in 1911,
employed by the London County Council and residing at 59 Westcoke Road, Streatham, SW.20

His mother, father and sisters Ida and Alice were nearby at 67 Westcoke Road in 1911. His father’s
occupation had expanded: he was now a confectioner, a tobacconist and a boot repairer. His mother
did domestic chores, while Ida and Alice most likely assisted their father.2! Evelyn May (known as
May) was a parlourmaid for the Smith family of Gleneagle House, Streatham, SW.22 She married
John Ben Bailey on 25 October 1911.23

Frederick and Mary’s second child, Grace Ethel, was born on 14 October 1913.24¢ The family was still
residing at 59 Westcoke Road when war was declared on 4 August 1914. Although he had a wife
and two small children to support, 33-year-old Frederick enlisted in the 154th (Howitzer) Brigade,
Royal Field Artillery (RFA), at the Lambeth recruiting office, most likely in June 1915.25

At the beginning of the First World War, each British Army division had its own Royal Artillery unit
consisting of three field brigades and one howitzer brigade. The 154th (Howitzer) Brigade, along



with the 153rd, the 172nd and 173rd brigades, RFA, were raised in the London area in late May and
early June 1915. The former two brigades were funded by the British Empire League, the recruits
coming chiefly from Croydon, Norbury and Sydenham. The latter two were formed by the mayors of
East and West Ham (now part of the modern London Borough of Newham). The brigades moved to
Lewes, Sussex, and then to Bordon Camp, Hampshire, for training. On 31 August 1915, the brigades
were assigned to the 36th (Ulster) Division, formed in Ireland in August 1914 without an artillery
component. The 36th (Ulster) Division moved to France in early October 1915 but its artillery units
(the 153rd, the 154th [Howitzer], the 172nd and the 173rd brigades) remained in England to
undergo more training.2é

Frederick was an RFA bombardier, a rank equivalent to that of a corporal in the infantry.2” In
November 1915, the 36th Divisional Artillery received orders to mobilize. The 154th (Howitzer)
Brigade (along with Bombardier Frederick Carder?8) travelled to Southampton on 26 November to
board the SS (Steam Ship) N.W. Miller. The ship developed engine problems and returned to
Southampton. Repairs were made, the ship set out once more and again developed engine problems
necessitating a return to port. The brigade transferred to the SS Nirvana and after a rough crossing
arrived in Le Havre, France, at 7 a.m. on 1 December. From there, it travelled 170 km to Pont Remy,
about 11 km southeast of Abbeville, to join the other brigades of the Divisional Artillery, 36th
(Ulster) Division, British Expeditionary Force (BEF). From 23 December 1915 until 25 February
1916, the brigades were assigned to more firing practice training at Cayeux-sur-Mer, located on the
coast, south of the mouth of the river Somme.2°

From March to July 1916, the 36th (Ulster) Division with its artillery component was stationed at
various locations in the Somme department, Hauts-de-France, northern France. At the beginning of
March, the artillery brigades rejoined the division near the Ancre River and took over defence of the
line. The brigades placed their guns in pits, hidden as well as possible among trees or houses, or in
the open, covered with camouflage. At dusk, they fired their guns upon a certain zone in accordance
with a previously arranged plan.30 An entry in the 154th (Howitzer) Brigade’s war diaries described
this as being “in action under normal trench warfare.” On 26 April, located near Mailly-Mallet, the
brigade fired 476 rounds in support of a raid by the 29th Division.3!

During this time, Frederick experienced day-to-day shelling, sniper fire, endless noise, horrid
stench, and skirmishes, followed by rest periods behind the lines. In May, the 154th (Howitzer)
Brigade was stationed near Mesnil-Martinsart when the BEF reorganized its artillery units,
eliminating the howitzer brigade and dispersing the howitzers among the brigades. The 154th
(Howitzer) Brigade became the 154th Brigade.32 On 24 May, the “Y” 36th Trench Mortar Battery
was attached to the 154th Brigade. Most likely, Frederick transferred to the battery around this
date.33

Trench mortars (TMs) were muzzle-loading, short-barrelled weapons capable of throwing a heavy
shell approximately 457 metres. To compensate for their short range, TMs were positioned close to
the enemy trenches. The battery’s effectiveness, coupled with its short range and almost total
immobility, tended to make it the target of counter-bombardment.3* Members of a battery needed
to be fearless, “resolute and hard-bitten.”35

During June, the 36th (Ulster) Division prepared for the Somme offensive. Skirmishes with the
enemy resulted in 750 casualties for the division that month.3¢ Commencing on 24 June, the RFA,
including the 154th Brigade, began an intensive bombardment of the enemy trenches near Albert,
France, for seven days, creating a “tortured blasted area.”3” On 1 July, at 7:28 a.m., the 179th
Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers, detonated the Lochnagar mine under the German army’s



trenches just south of La Boisselle. It was a massive explosion, creating a huge crater. However,
enemy intelligence had discovered the plan and the damage to the enemy’s forces was minimized.38

The RFA bombarded the enemy trenches intensively for 65 minutes before zero hour (7:30 a.m.).
After the attack commenced, it fired upon each enemy line in succession, pausing at scheduled
times to allow BEF infantry units to advance. As its barrage moved forward, some of the guns had to
be “walked” through the communication lines in order to fire on the next scheduled position. The
TM batteries fired with the artillery but were located closer to the enemy trenches.3? The Battle of
Albert, 1-13 July 1916, (a.k.a. the Battle of La Boisselle), was the first of 12 battles covering the
period 1 July 1916 to 18 November 1916 that became known as the Battle of the Somme.4?

The 154th Brigade bombarded the area around Thiepval Wood to support the 36th (Ulster)
Division’s infantry battalions’ attacks on the enemy trenches. The battalions were decimated by
enemy machine gun fire. Relieved on 2 July, the division relocated to Saint-Omer on 13 July to
reorganize and rebuild.#! The artillery continued the fight under the command of the 49th Division.
On 4 July, the “Y” 36th TM Battery (most likely including Frederick) was located at Aveloy/Thiepval
Wood. On 8 July, it received the order to move to Harponville for a rest period.42

On 21 July, the 154th Brigade, as part of the 36th (Ulster) Division, arrived in the area near
Wulverghem, Belgium, to defend a section of the BEF line on the Wulverghem-Messines Road.
Because of the wet soil, the BEF trenches were above ground, built with sandbags filled with clay,
and provided little protection against the back burst of shells. The enemy occupied the higher
ground of the Messines-Wytschaete ridge. With artillery shells in short supply for both sides, the
enemy increased its use of TM bombardments. At precisely 3:30 p.m. each day the enemy fired its
minewaffers (a.k.a. minnies), long aerial torpedoes, from its advantageous position on the ridge,
down onto the 36th (Ulster) Division’s position. The BEF’s TM batteries responded with their
“flying pigs” and “plumb puddings.” Then the enemy would retaliate by targeting the TM batteries’
positions.*3

On 16 August, the 154th Brigade relocated to Dranouter, Belgium, about 6 km from Wulverghem.
There Frederick was critically wounded by a minewaffer on 19 August.4* He was taken to No. 1
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (CCCS) at Bailleul, France. A casualty clearing station was a
medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near transportation. Casualties who could not be
adequately treated were stabilized before being transported to a military hospital.45

Frederick was one of 92 injured men admitted on Saturday, 19 August, and one of two who died
that day.*¢ For some reason, Frederick’s death was recorded twice by the No. 1 CCCS chaplain.*’

Bombardier Frederick Henry Carder was buried at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord
(Grave/Memorial Reference II. F. 168).48 Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian border. It was
occupied on 14 October 1914 and became an important railhead, air depot and hospital centre.
Several casualty clearing stations, including No. 1 CCCS, were quartered there. The earliest
Commonwealth burials at Bailleul were made in April 1915. An extension was built and burials
continued until April 1918; they occurred again in September and after the Armistice, when
soldiers’ remains were brought in from the neighbouring battlefields.

Frederick’s wife, Mary, informed of his death on 18 September 1916, applied for a pension on 6
October 1916. She was granted one including herself, seven-year-old Leslie, and three-year-old
Grace to start on 26 March 1917.49 On 28 December 1916, she received Frederick’s savings, £13 8s,
and on 19 September 1919, a war gratuity of £5 10s.50
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Bombardier Frederick Henry Carder was posthumously awarded the 1914-15 Star (for service in a
theatre of war against the central powers between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre), and the British War Medal (for service
overseas between 1914 and 1918).51 As next of kin, Mary received a memorial scroll and memorial
plaque.

The Carder family’s world continued without Frederick. His mother died in 1919. In 1921 his father
was living with Ida and Alice at 30 Cromer Road, Mitcham, Surrey, employed as a bootmaker. Ida
was a manageress at W. R. Cullen, Wholesale Grocer, and Alice was a blouse hand for Peter
Robinson, Blouse Specialist.52 May, her husband John Ben Bailey and their three children were
living about 6 km away at 2 Nora Cottages, Gander Green Lane, Chealm, Surrey. John was employed
as a general labourer.>3 Florence, her husband Laurence W. Skipper and their children were living
on Campbell Street, Clevelly, Randwick, New South Wales, Australia.5¢ In 1923, Frederick’s sister
Alice married Harold Thomas Woods.>>

Mary continued to reside at 59 Westcote Road, Streatham, with Leslie and Grace, occupying three
rooms. Somehow she raised their two children. In the 1921 Census, she is listed as a homemaker.
The children attended school full-time.5¢ In 1936, Leslie married Edith White.57 In 1939, he was
working as a plumber, living with Edith and their children at 17 Thornton Avenue, Croydon,
Surrey.>8 That year, Mary and Grace were still residing at 59 Westcote Road. Mary did domestic
chores, while Grace worked as a coil winder.>? In 1948, Grace married James Hennessey.60

War continued to take its toll on the Carder family. Frederick’s sister Ida, who was working as a
housekeeper in Penge, Kent, was killed on 15 September 1940 during an enemy air raid.s! His
nephew, Corporal Henry James Skipper, died on 11 September 1947 from wounds received while
serving with the 2/3 Pioneer Battalion, Australian Infantry.62

Bombardier Frederick Henry Carder’s sacrifice was not forgotten. He and the 49,076 men from the
Royal Artillery who died in the First World War were commemorated by the Royal Artillery
Memorial erected at Hyde Park Corner, London, England in 1925.63 More recently, he has been
remembered on the London WW1 Memorial 1914-1918 website.64
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