Private Duncan Edward Currie, M.M.©
Regimental number: 811240
49th Battalion, Canadian Infantry

born: 1897-died: 1918

Private Duncan Edward (or Edmond) Currie was born on Prince Edward Island (PEI), Canada, on 3
December 1897, the eldest son of Hector Currie and Lucy Annette, née Matthews.! Their other
children were Benjamin Kenneth (known as Kenneth, b. 1900),2 and Allan McMillan (b. 1905).3
Hector also had four daughters from a previous marriage to Margaret ]. Champion, who died in
1894, these being Margaret (b. 1883),5 Ellie (b. 1885),6 Anna (known as Annie, b. 1887) and Sarah
(known as Sadie, b. 1890).7 The first two girls did not survive infancy, both dying in 1885; Margaret
at age two and Ellie at two months.8

Hector (b. 1858)9 was a tailor.10 He married Lucy Annette Matthews (b. 1868)!! in 1897.12 She was
the daughter of Edmund Matthews, an egg pedlar.13 In 1901 they were living in PEI with their first
two sons and Hector’s two daughters from his previous marriage.1* However, two years after the
birth of their third son, Lucy died in 1907, aged 39.15

It does not appear that Hector played much of a role in raising his sons (his daughters were 20 and
17 at the time of their stepmother’s death). Less than two years later, in March 1909, Hector left for
Western Canada by train, taking a position in Lucy’s brother Benjamin Matthews’ general store in
Daysland, Alberta. Then, six months later, he moved to Fort Collins, Colorado, to work for the firm of
Murphy, Ready Co., owned by two men from PEL16 By 1915 he had moved on to Seattle,
Washington, where he once again worked as a tailor,1” and where he died in 1920.18

Duncan and his brother Allan were living with their mother’s sister Emily and her husband William
MacGregor in Daysland, Alberta, in 1911,1° while Kenneth was in Edmonton with another of Lucy’s
sisters, Lillian, and her husband Reginald Armstrong.2? According to information in an obituary for
Duncan in the Edmonton Journal, Duncan went to high school in Kamloops, B.C. (perhaps because
another brother of his mother, Allan F. Matthews, was Inspector of Schools for Kamloops),
graduated with the highest marks in literature ever made in the history of that school, and passed
his entrance exams to McGill University. It is not known whether he attended or graduated from
McGill, but he attended the Normal School at Camrose,?2! which was an institution in Alberta
dedicated to educating teachers.22

In December 1915, just after his 18th birthday, Duncan enlisted in Edmonton and was assigned to
the 138th (Edmonton) Overseas Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF).23 His calling
was listed as schoolteacher. The battalion trained in Canada for a few months. On 28 January 1916
Private Currie was promoted to lance corporal, but he reverted to private on 25 May. He also
forfeited two days’ pay for being absent without leave in February 1916. On 21 August 1916 the
battalion embarked for England from Halifax, sailing on the SS Olympic and arriving in Liverpool on
30 August.

While in England training continued, including target practice, at which Private Currie proved to be
a crack shot, having the fourth highest score among three thousand men. In November 1916 he was
hospitalized for the removal of a thyroid cyst the size of a small cherry.



Once Private Currie had turned 19, he was sent to France to join the 49th Battalion (Edmonton
Regiment), Canadian Infantry, arriving on 14 December 1916. The battalion was located in
Neuville-St.-Vaast, just north of Arras in northern France, near Vimy.24 Over the next year the
battalion took part in the battles of Arras, Vimy Ridge, Hill 70 and Passchendaele.25 At
Passchendaele, on 30 October 1917, Private Currie was buried during an attack and suffered shell
shock. He was treated in hospital for multiple contusions, rejoining his unit on 22 November 1917.
The following month he was given two weeks leave in Paris, from 15 to 30 December.

Private Currie remained with the 49th Battalion during 1918 until 18 August, when he was
assigned to the Intelligence Branch of the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Headquarters (the 49th
Battalion was part of the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade).26 According to his obituary (ref. 21), he
was recommended for a commission in the R.A.F. and had been granted a furlough commencing 1
November, but he didn’t make it that far. On 27 October 1918, Private Currie was wounded by
shrapnel in the legs, resulting in a compound fracture. He succumbed to his wounds the following
day, 28 October 1918, at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (CCS).

Private Currie was buried that day in the Emerchicourt Churchyard (Grave 14), two miles south of
Auberchicourt. However, in 1950 his grave was transferred to the Daoui British Cemetery, Cuincy
(Grave G 27).27 There is no personal inscription on his gravestone.

A CCS was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near transportation.28
Casualties who did not return to their unit, die or could not be adequately treated in the CCS were
stabilized before being transported to a field or military hospital.

No. 1 Canadian CCS, originally designated as No. 2 Clearing Hospital, was organized at Liverpool,
Nova Scotia, and at Valcartier, Quebec, in August and September 1914. It was part of the first
contingent of the CEF sent to Europe, arriving in England in October 1914. CCSs were not
stationary: after being first established at Aire, France, in March 1915, No. 1 Canadian CCS moved
12 times to various locations in France, Belgium and finally, Germany. It ceased operations in
February 1919.29

The unit was shelled at least three times in 1916 and 1917. At the conclusion of the war, it was one
of the foremost medical units operating on the advance into Germany. An incomplete record of the
unit's operations underestimates a total of 42,489 admissions to the unit, of which 37, 546 were
transferred to other hospitals, to base, or returned to the field. At least 879 servicemen died at No. 1
Canadian CCS.30

Private Currie was awarded the Military Medal for acts of gallantry and devotion to duty under fire,
as well as the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the British War Medal (for
service overseas between 1914 and 1918). These were sent to his half-sister, Anna, since both his
parents were deceased by the time the medals were delivered.

Duncan’s brother Kenneth was raised by his Aunt Lillian in Edmonton, Alberta. He attended Victoria
High School and was a member of its dramatic society. In 1916 he played the title role in the
Shakespearean play “The Merchant of Venice,” which was also staged downtown at the Empire
Theatre.3! In 1918, his brother Duncan’s obituary states that Kenneth, formerly of Motor Sales
Limited, was working at the G.T.P. depot ticket office (ref. 21). This likely refers to the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway, which had been operating in Edmonton since 1909.32



In 1921 Kenneth set out for Seattle, Washington, to visit his half-sister Anna. His father had died the
year before. The immigration form indicates he planned to stay for four months, did not intend to
return to Edmonton, and did not intend to become a U.S. citizen.33

Kenneth stayed in Seattle for much more than four months and remained in the railway ticket agent
business. In 1925 he was appointed to the position of assistant city ticket agent for Canadian
National Railways.34 The following year he married Leah Hart,35 who had been working in Seattle as
an assistant in a dentist’s office.36

By 1930 Kenneth was working for a different railway, the Southern Pacific, as a cashier,37 and by
1932 he and Leah were living separately.38 In 1938 he married again, to Wanda Taylor,3% who was
working as a stenographer in Portland, Oregon, for a railway company (probably the Southern
Pacific with Kenneth); her mother came from Prince Edward Island and her father from Nova
Scotia.4® By 1940 they had moved to Portland, where Kenneth was working as a station passenger
agent.41

In 1948 Kenneth completed a Resident Alien’s Border Crossing Identification Card in Blane,
Washington, which indicates that he was still living in Portland and had never relinquished his
Canadian citizenship.42 Wanda died in 1950,%3 and by 1962 Kenneth was living in West Vancouver,
Canada, still working as a railway agent.#* He died there in 1970.45

Allan lived in Daysland, Alberta, with his Aunt Emily and her family until he turned 17, in 1922,
when he travelled across the U.S. border to join his brother Kenneth in Seattle, with the intention of
attending the University of Washington for four years.46 The following year he became a naturalized
U.S. citizen.4”

By 1929 Allan had moved from Seattle, Washington, to Washington, D.C, where he was a technician
working for Groover, Christie and Merritt,8 a partnership of doctors working on the use of X-rays
to treat thyroid issues.4® The reason for the move became apparent in the 1930 Census, which
records him as having a wife, Alma, a registered nurse from Virginia.5® No marriage record was
found for them, but the marriage record for their son, Duncan Edmond, in 1958 shows that her
maiden name was Funk.5! Duncan Edmond (b. 1937) was clearly named after his uncle killed in
WW I. Allan died in Virginia of sarcoma of the intestines, a year after his son was born, on 27 July
1938.52

Annie married Frank Woolner in Boston in 1909. They were both from Alberton, P.E.L,, but were
both working in Boston, he as an iron worker and she as a cashier.53 A year later, they had crossed
the country and were living in Seattle, Washington, where he was working as a draftsman
architect.54 In 1915, Annie’s father Hector moved in with them, having arrived from Colorado.5> By
1920 Frank was back working as an ironwork contractor, while Annie was the division head for a
mail order house.56

Frank and Annie presumably separated, because in 1928, Annie remarried in Vancouver, British
Columbia, to James Excell Etzler.5” He was a service station owner from Illinois and was 41 when
they married (his first).>8 They continued to live in Seattle with Annie working as a sales lady in the
dairy industry.5? Annie died in 1968 of a cerebrovascular accident.60

No official records have been found for Sadie after the 1901 Census, when she was 11 (ref. 7),
except for her death record in 1918 at the age of 28.61 However, according to a RootsWeb record
found in a Google search, Sadie married Clifford Matthews, a farmer and fisherman, and they



bought a farm in Hill’s River, just outside Alberton, in 1911. They had no children but cared for their
niece Elise Morehead for a number of years. Sadie died young, the victim of an influenza outbreak
(Spanish flu).62
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