
Lance Corporal George Daniels©  
Regimental number: 201254 
1st/4th Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry  
 
born: 1883- died: 28 July 1917 
 
Lance Corporal George Daniels was born on 23 January 1883,1 one of at least eight children born to 
Peter Daniels and his wife Mary Williamson, who married in Warrington, Lancashire, in 1874.2 
George was baptized on 18 February 1883 at St. Elphins' church in Warrington. The other children 
identified were:  
 
• John (born on 17 December 1874)3 
• Mary Ellen (born in 1876)4  
• Joseph (born on 3 October 1879)5 
• Alice (born on 11 September 1881)6  
• Martha Ann (born on 15 May 1885)7 
• Florence (born on 22 February 1887)8 
• Emma Jane (born on 21 March 1888)9 

 
George’s father Peter was a wire rope maker and, in 1891, the family was living at No. 8 Marriotts 
Buildings in Alverthorpe and Thornes, near Wakefield in Yorkshire.10 His son John was also a wire 
rope maker and Mary Ellen a mill hand. Ten years later they were at the same address, but Peter 
was now a furnaceman and George had begun work as an iron foundry labourer.   
 
George’s father died on 28 November 1903 and is buried in Wakefield Cemetery.11 It is not certain 
what happened to George’s mother, but no further information was found to indicate her 
whereabouts after 1901.  
 
George married Margaret Spencer on 18 May 1907 in St Paul’s church, the parish church of 
Alverthorpe. They would have three children before George enlisted to serve in the Great War:  
 
• Robert (born on 29 July 1908 and baptized on 6 September 1908 at St Paul’s)12  
• John (born on 25 May 191013 and baptized at St Paul’s 

on 3 July 191014)   
• Edna (born on 25 July 1913)15  

 
Sadly, Robert died at the age of three. On 13 June 1912, the 
young child was playing outside near his home, when he ran 
into the road and was hit by a van belonging to the local 
grocer. He was taken to Clayton Hospital but died the 
following day with a fractured skull. The jury at the inquest 
ruled that the death was accidental.16  
 
George probably enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force 
in about January 191517 and served with the 1st/4th 
Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. On 18 July 
1917, the battalion replaced a Royal Scots Regiment 
battalion holding the defences of Nieuport, on the Belgian 
coast of the North Sea.18 Over the next few days, there was 
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intermittent to heavy shelling of the town, with shells of all calibres, including gas shells, coming 
from the northeast. On 21 July, the shelling continued all day and then picked up again at 11 p.m. 
and midnight and continued at 2 a.m. the next day. By the end of the night, seven other ranks (non-
officers) has been killed and nine wounded. A further nine officers had been wounded by the gas 
shells and 413 other ranks.  The effect of these gas attacks was clearly described in the battalion’s 
war diary:  
 

This new type of gas shell which was used by the enemy contains a gas smelling 
slightly of garlic or mustard. These gases were the chief cause of the large number of 
casualties sustained by the Battalion on the night 21/22 July. The immediate effects 
were slight irritation of the nose and throat. Sneezing was a common feature 
followed by vomiting. The eyes became acutely inflamed and painful. Coughing 
resembling symptoms of bronchitis was noticeable for at least a week after the men 
had been in contact with the gas.19 

 
George was probably one of the injured soldiers. He was one of 290 soldiers admitted to No. 1 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (CCCS) on 22 July 1917.20 He survived for about a week, but died 
of gas poisoning on 28 July at 12:30 p.m.21 and was buried in Adinkerke Churchyard Extension 
(Grave 851).22 Adinkerke Churchyard Extension is a military cemetery in Adinkerke, about 15 
kilometres southwest of Nieupoort, Belgium. It contains 67 Commonwealth burials from the Great 
War. No. 1 CCCS arrived in Adinkerke in June 1917.23  
 
In July 1917, the No. 1 CCCS was stationed at Adinkerke, near the France-Belgium border. Harry 
was one of 248 admissions on 28 July.24 
 
George was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).25 
 
In 1918, Margaret remarried, wedding Henry Fell on 30 March 1918 in the same church where she 
and George had married nearly 13 years earlier.26 The Daniel and Fell families knew each other. In 
1911, Henry was a visitor in the home of George’s brother John and his wife Florence27—Henry was 
Florence’s nephew.28 George’s sister Mary Ellen had married a Fell in 1895.29 
 
In 1921, Margaret and Henry were living with Margaret’s two children at 17 Huntsman's Fold, 
Flanshaw, near Wakefield, where Henry was a hewer in a coal mine.30 In 1939, the couple were 
living on their own in Wakefield.31 It is not known when Margaret died.  
 
George’s two surviving children lived in and around Wakefield their whole lives. John, a moulder, 
married Mabel Hall in Wakefield in 1934.32 Five years later he and Mabel were living at 17 Holly 
Street in Wakefield. He died there in 1972.33 Edna married John Hartley, a miner, in 1937 in 
Wakefield34 and two years later they were living at 50 Brandy Carr Road, Kirkhamgate, near 
Wakefield.35 She died in 1969 and was buried at St Paul’s, the parish church in Alverthorpe,36 where 
her parents married and her young brother died the year before she was born.  
 
The lives of George’s wife and children revolved around the mines and St Paul’s church in 
Alverthorpe. So did the lives of his brothers and sisters. 
 
• George’s eldest brother John married Florence Fell on 7 November 1896 at St Paul’s.37 In 1939, 

he and Florence were living at 7 Huntsman Fold, Wakefield, where John was an unemployed 
iron foundry worker.38 He died in December 1944 and was buried at St Paul’s.39 



• Mary Ellen and her husband Sam Fell were living in Pontefract, Yorkshire, in 1911.40 Sam died 
in 1913 was buried at St Paul’s.41 Mary Ellen possibly died four years later—just months before 
the death of her brother.42 

• Joseph married Florence Ellis in 1902.43 In 1939, he was a colliery surface worker.44 He died in 
1958 and was buried at St Paul’s.45 

• On 4 August 1900, Alice married Joe Broadhead.46 In 1939, she and Joe were living at 59. 
Horbury Road in Wakefield and Joe was a milk delivery salesman.47 She died in 1959 and was 
buried at St Paul’s.48 

• Martha Ann probably did not marry and died at the age of 91 in 1976.49 
• Florence married James Palmer, a miner, on 13 February 1909 at St Paul’s. it is not known 

when Florence died.   
• Emma Jane married Albert Jaques, a coal miner, on 26 March 1910 at St Paul’s.50  She died in 

1940 and was buried at St Paul’s.51 
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