Sapper Frederick George Hankins©
Regimental number: 495192
1st Siege Company, Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers

born: 1889-died: 22 October 1918

Frederick George Hankins (b. 1889)! was the third child of Frederick Hankins and Martha Johns,
who were married at Christ Church in Crookham, Hampshire, on 26 March 1883.2 Both were from
nearby Ewshott.3 4 The couple's first child, Alfred James (b. 1883)5 died just shy of his fourteenth
birthday; he was buried on 7 July 1897 in Crookham,¢ where he had been born.” Their second child
was daughter Edith Maud (b. 1885)8 and after Frederick George came Mabel Agnes (b. 1895),° Mary
(b. 1897),10 Norah May (b. 1902)!! and Albert Edward (b. 1905).12

The family was still living in Crookham in 1901.13 However, by 1911 Frederick, aged 22, was
working as a carter in Fleet, a town a short distance away, boarding with the Allen family of Middle
Street.14 His sister Edith, who had married Sinclair Hyde in 1907,15 was working as a domestic
servant in London,6 while her two young sons, James and Alfred, lived with her parents in
Crookham. All of Frederick's younger siblings were also living at home.1”

Unfortunately, Frederick's service record seems to be one of the many destroyed by bombing in
World War II. Nevertheless, based on the amount of the war gratuity paid to his family on his death,
it appears that Frederick enlisted virtually as soon as war was declared in August 1914.18 Though at
the time of his death he was a sapper with the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, there is
evidence that he may have been initially assigned to the Royal Engineers, then transferred to the
Hampshire Regiment before being transferred to the Royal Monmouthshire regiment, perhaps for
the second time.19

The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers is an unusual unit: tracing its continuous history back
to 1539, it is recognized as the oldest still-surviving regiment in the British Army; and, with the
Royal Anglesey Royal Engineers, it shares the distinction of twice having the word “royal” in its
formal title.20 The work of Royal Engineers during World War I included maintaining
transportation links (rail and road), water supplies (sinking wells, laying and repairing pipes),
communications, and fortifications (building and repairing dugouts, trenches, observation posts
and gun emplacements).21

Though it is not known exactly when Frederick joined the regiment's 1st Siege Company, the
company had been on the Continent since 1914.22 The company was at Vlamertinghe, near Ypres in
Belgium, in October 191523 and remained there until the following August, when it moved 126 km
south to Contay, France. From that point on, the company's base of operations moved frequently,
often every month or two, as individuals or groups of men were deployed to different but nearby
locations on a daily or nightly basis as necessary.

The company generally didn't suffer a lot of casualties, as it was not part of a frontline regiment.
Nevertheless, on 20 October 1918, it experienced its worst incident of the entire war when an
enemy mine with gas shells, described in the casualty report as a booby trap, blew up in one of the
billets at Pont-a-Sault. Three other ranks, or ORs (i.e. personnel who are not commissioned officers)
died, 10 ORs were wounded, and one officer and 32 ORs were gassed, leaving only six of the
detachment unscathed. Frederick was one of the three who died.



Frederick died at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (No. 1 CCCS) on 22 October 1918.24

A casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near
transportation. Casualties who did not soon die or could not be adequately treated in the clearing
station were stabilized before being transported to a field or military hospital.2

Frederick was buried the next day?26 in Plot VIII. B. 21 of the Duisan British Cemetery?7 at Etrun,
about 9 km west of Arras. The inscription chosen by his family for the cross that marks his grave
reads “Thou Shalt Keep Them O God.”28

The first burials in the cemetery took place in March 1917.29 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of
September 1918 and was stationed near Duisans for two months. As a result of the serious and
urgent nature of the cases admitted to No. 1 CCCS, the death rate was high in October—a total of 83
deaths occurred during the month.30

Frederick was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914
and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). That he did not receive
the 1914-1915 Star (for service in a theatre of war between 1 January and 31 December 1915)
suggests that despite his early enlistment, Frederick did not go overseas until sometime in 1916.31

Frederick's parents remained in Crookham for the rest of their lives. His mother Martha died in
1933 at the age of 74 and was buried in the graveyard of Christ Church on Gally Hill Road.32 At the
outbreak of World War I, Frederick Sr. was living in Crookham with his son Albert and his
daughter Norah.33 He died in 1943.34

Frederick's elder sister Edith had two more sons: Cyril Edward in 1911;35 and Francis Wilfred in
1918.36 According to the 1911 Census, Sinclair was working as a bus driver and boarding in
London37 while Edith worked as a domestic servant in the household of Sigurd Langstrom, also in
London,38 and their eldest two sons lived with their grandparents in Crookham, as noted.

The family must have fallen on hard times after the birth of Cyril because Edith and her three sons
were admitted to the Hackney Union Workhouse on 14 December 1912.39 Edith's marriage may
have broken down completely some time after her last son was born, because it seems that she was
living and working as a domestic in a Catholic school in London in 1939, representing herself as
single.40 At the same time, Sinclair was representing himself as married to Ethel Agnes Hyde.*! That
they never married is confirmed by the probate of Sinclair's will, which indicates that he left his
estate of £2250 to Ethel Agnes Hyde, spinster.42 Sinclair died on 6 August 1952 but his estate was
not settled until 11 July 1962.43 Edith died on 29 October 1972, leaving an estate of £35.44

Nothing is known about what happened to Frederick's sister Mabel after 1911, when she was
sixteen, working as a dairy maid and living at home with her parents in Crookham.45

Frederick's next sister, Mary, married Ernest Victor Richard Sweeney in the summer of 1927.46 The
marriage was registered in Hartney Wintney, Hampshire, which makes it likely that they were
married in the Hankins family parish church in Crookham. The couple had two sons: Ernest (b.
1928)%7 and Victor (b. 1934).48 Mary died in 19784 and her husband passed away in 1992.50

Norah Hankins married James Flowers late in 1929.51 Unfortunately, James died in 1936 in
London,52 leaving Norah a widow, it seems without children. As noted, Norah returned to the family
home in Crookham, where she was living with her father and brother in 1939. When her second
husband, Cyril Harold Fox-Harvey53 officially hyphenated his surname in 1934, he was the Rector of



the Christ Church in Crookham, married to Marjory Palmer.5¢ The couple were still there when
Marjory died in 194155 so undoubtedly Norah was a parishioner. Norah and Cyril, however, were
only married in 1951 in St. Austell, Cornwall.5¢ Cyril died on Christmas Eve 196457 and was buried
in St Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Cornwall,58 where Norah was buried when she died 30 years later
in 1994.59

Nothing is known with certainty about Frederick's only surviving brother, Albert, beyond that he
was living with his father and his sister Norah in Crookham in 1939.
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