
Private Harry Hardwick©  
Regimental numbers: 2337, 6553, 203179 
1st/5th Battalion, Prince of Wales's Own (West Yorkshire) Regiment  
 
born: 21 May 1894-died: 28 July 1917 
 
Harry was born on 21 May 1894, the son of Henry Hardwick and his wife, the former Martha 
Elizabeth Stephenson. He was baptized on 25 December 1894 at St Peter’s Church in Leeds.1 His 
father, Henry (also known as Harry, but called Henry in this biography), a brickmaker, married his 
mother on 7 April 1890 at the parish church of St Clement in Sheepscar, Leeds.2 Harry was one of 
13 children born to the couple—four of whom died as infants or toddlers:  

• Ruth (born on 22 September 1890 and baptized on 29 March 1891 at St Peter’s Church)3 
• John James (born on 14 November 1892)4 
• Harry  
• Caroline (born on 25 June 1895 and baptized at St Peter’s Church on 25 December 1901, with 

two siblings, William and Beatrice)5 
• William (born on 21 October 1897)6 
• Ada (born on 26 September 1899 and baptized at St Clement’s Church in Sheepscar on 6 

December 1908.7 She sadly died at the age of 2 and was buried in Beckett Street Cemetery, in 
Leeds, on 27 October 1901.)8  

• Beatrice (born on 22 February 1901)9 
• Alice (born in August 1902 and died when she was just 6 hours old. She was also buried in 

Beckett Street Cemetery.)10 
• Rebecca (born on 21 November 1903 and baptized on 9 December 1903 at St Clement’s 

Church)11 
• Ernest (born on 1906 and baptized on 14 January 1906 at St Clement’s Church)12 
• Lily (born in 1907 and baptized in a private service on 16 October 1907. She died shortly 

afterward and was buried on 27 October 1907 in Beckett Street Cemetery. The burial record 
indicates that she died at the age of 10 days)13 

• Ada Hardwick (born on 23 October 190814 and baptized at St Clement’s Church on 6 December 
1908)15  

• Frederick (born in May 1912, but sadly died when he just 4 days old and was buried in Beckett 
Street Cemetery on 1 June 1912)16  

 
The family lived in central Leeds for many years. In 1891, Henry and Martha were living at 13 Haigh 
Street with their first child, Ruth.17 Ten years later, they were living at 19 Folly Lane, but there were 
now six children.18 Harry, aged 6, was not with the family—he was in the home of his grandmother, 
Sarah Stephenson, at 2 New Cleveland Street. Sarah was a widow and working as a box maker.19 By 
the end of the year, when three children were baptized at St Peter’s Church, Harry’s parents and 
siblings had moved to Grey Street.20 
 
By 1911, the family, with eight children, were living at 2 New Cleveland Row, probably the former 
home of Martha’ parents. Their daughter Ruth, who was living with them, had married William 
Beckett Denison on 7 March 1910. Ruth and William, with their son Harry, were three of the 12 
people living in the three-room house.21  
 



Harry was still living with his grandmother in 1911, but now at 26 New Cleveland Street—
apparently just down the street from his former home and that of his parents and siblings. He was a 
“teayle cutter”—perhaps this was a tile cutter. 22 
 
After the declaration of war in August 1914, three Hardwick men enlisted to support the war effort. 
Harry signed up for service in the Great War in about August 191423 and joined the 1st/5th 
Battalion of the Prince of Wales's Own (West Yorkshire) Regiment.24 His brother John (also known 
as Jack) enlisted in about October 1914.25 Their father Henry joined the 3rd Battalion of the 8th 
Regiment of the Leeds Rifles.26  
 
Harry went to France on 16 April 1915.27 It appears that he might have been wounded in July 
1916.28 
   
Just over two years later, his 
battalion was stationed near 
Nieuport. Starting early in the 
morning of 22 July 1917, the 
enemy began a barrage of gas 
shells that continued on and off 
all day. The battalion was unable 
to move without being 
observed. By the end of the day, 
141 other ranks (non-officers) had been gassed and six wounded. 
 
Harry was probably one of them. He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station29 on 
22 July 1917 and died of gas poisoning six days later.30 In July 1917, No. 1 CCCS was stationed at 
Adinkerke, about 4 km southwest of Coxyde in Belgium near the France–Belgium border. Harry was 
one of 290 admissions on 22 July.31 
 
Harry was buried in Oosthoek Military Cemetery. After the end of the war, his remains and those of 
24 other soldiers were removed from this cemetery and reinterred in Coxyde Military Cemetery 
(Plot II, Row L, Grave 12).32 The cemetery is near Coxyde (now known as Koksijde) on the Belgian 
coast of the North Sea. French troops established the cemetery. When Commonwealth forces 
relieved the French in June 1917, it became the most important Commonwealth cemetery on the 
Belgian coast.33 

A letter was probably sent by the chaplain to his next of kin.34 His mother had the following 
inscription included on his gravestone:  

IN LIFE 
LOVED AND RESPECTED 

IN DEATH 
DEEPLY LAMENTED35 

 
Harry had been living with his grandmother in 1901 and 1911. It is not known if there was a break 
with his birth family, but his grandmother Sarah was identified as his sole legatee in the army 
document outlining money owed to Harry upon his death. Sarah, born in about 1852, had married 
John Stephenson in 187036 and Harry’s mother, Martha, was their first child.37 John died in 188938 
and Sarah died in 1921.39  
 

Extract from Yorkshire Evening Post, 11 July 1916 
Source: British Newspaper Archives, Findmypast 

 



 
Harry was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).40 
 
After the war, Harry’s sister Ruth was living with her husband and four children at 18 New 
Cleveland Street. She was working as an ankle strap machinist at Taylor Boot Manufacturer in 
Leeds.41 Ruth may have died in 1953.42  
 
As mentioned above, Harry’s brother John also served in the Great War; he too joined the West 
Yorkshire Regiment43 and went to France on the same day as Harry.44 He was a lance corporal 
(regimental number 2663) when he died of wounds a year before his brother.45 
He died on 3 July 1916 and is buried in Puchevillers British Cemetery, near Amiens, France.46 
 
Harry’s sister Caroline married Alfred John Hare on 7 August 1916 at St Peter’s Church.47 In 1939, 
she and Alfred were living at 3 Gipton Square in Leeds, and Alfred was an engineer’s fitter.48 
Caroline probably died in 1962.49 
 
Sadly, Harry’s brother William, a boiler maker, died young. He had married Hilda Sotheran in 1920 
in Leeds50 and they named their first son Harry.51 But he died in March 1937, at the age of 39, and 
was buried in Beckett Street Cemetery.52  
 
After the war, four of Harry’s siblings (Beatrice, Rebecca, Ernest and Ada) were living with their 
parents in Leeds. Gradually his sisters left home, but continued to live in Leeds:  

• Beatrice married Herbert Wells in 192253 and in 1939, she and Herbert were living at 14 
William View. Beatrice was a tailoress.54  

• Rebecca married Clifford Bastow in 192955 and ten years later was living 12 Lincolnville. 
Rebecca was a rag sorter.56  

• Ada married Sidney Fearnside in 193157 and a son, Walter, born two years later. In 1939, they 
were living at 7 Garnet Parade. Ada was a shoe machinist.58 She died in 1959.59  

 
No information was found about his brother Ernest. 
  
Harry’s mother died in 1932 and was buried in Beckett Street Cemetery. No evidence was found for 
the death of her husband. 
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