
Sapper Frederick Stanley Hayward ©  
Regimental number: 532426 
1st Siege Company, Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers 
  
born: 1882–died: 22 October 1918  
 
Frederick Stanley Hayward was born in 1882 in Hammersmith1 (now West London2) to George 
Henry Hayward, a carpenter,3 and his wife Harriet, née Atkins.4 Both George and Harriet were 
originally from the village of Wetheringsett in Suffolk.5  
 
Frederick was the fifth of six children born to the couple. Their eldest, Elizabeth Sophia, born in 
1869,6 died before she was a year old.7 Frederick's surviving siblings were Agnes (b. 1871),8 Charles 
John (b. 1875),9 William George (b. 1878),10 and Alfred Edward (b. 1883).11  
 
By the age of 19, though living at home, Frederick was working as a “compositor”12 or, in other 
words, a typesetter.13 His older brother William and his younger brother Alfred were his only 
siblings also still at home; William was working as a carpenter and Alfred in the printing trade.14 
Frederick's sister Agnes had married George Frederick Skinner in 189215 and his eldest brother 
Charles had joined the Royal Engineers in 1894.16 
 
Frederick lived in a boarding house at 9 Loughborough Park in Brixton, southwest London,17 in 
1911 after his parents moved back to Wetheringsett when his father retired.18 
 
Unfortunately, Frederick's service record seems to be one of the many destroyed by bombing in 
World War II. Nevertheless, based on the amount of the war gratuity paid out after his death, it 
appears that Frederick enlisted virtually as soon as war was declared in August 1914.19 When he 
married Louisa Kate Sweetinham at Eastbourne Christ Church in Sussex on 20 March 1915 his 
occupation was described as “soldier.”20 The couple's daughter, Dorothy Winifred, was born on 20 
January 1916, also in Eastbourne.21 
 
The regiment that Frederick joined, the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, is an unusual one: 
tracing its continuous history back to 1539, it is recognized as the oldest still-surviving regiment in 
the British Army; and, with the Royal Anglesey Royal Engineers, it shares the distinction of twice 
having the word “royal” in its formal title.22 The work of Royal Engineers during World War I 
included maintaining transportation links (rail and road), water supplies (sinking wells, laying and 
repairing pipes), communications, and fortifications (building and repairing dugouts, trenches, 
observation posts and gun emplacements).23 
 
The 1st Siege Company that Frederick eventually joined had been on the Continent since 1914.24 
The company was at Vlamertinghe, near Ypres in Belgium, in October 191525 and remained there 
until the following August, when it moved 126 km south to Contay, France. From that point on, the 
company's base of operations moved frequently, often every month or two, as individuals or groups 
of men were deployed to different but nearby locations on a daily or nightly basis as necessary.  
 
As it was not part of a frontline regiment the company generally didn't suffer a lot of casualties. 
Nevertheless, on 20 October 1918 it experienced its worst incident of the entire war when an 
enemy mine with gas shells, described in the casualty report as a booby trap, blew up in one of the 
billets at Pont-a-Sault. Three other ranks or ORs (i.e. personnel who are not commissioned officers) 



died, 10 ORs were wounded, and one officer and 32 ORs were gassed, leaving only six of the 
detachment unscathed. Frederick was one of the three who died.  
 
Frederick died at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station (No. 1 CCCS) on 22 October 1918.26  
A casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near 
transportation. Casualties who did not soon die or could not be adequately treated in the clearing 
station were stabilized before being transported to a field or military hospital.27 
 
Frederick was buried the next day28 in Plot VIII. B. 20 of the Duisan British Cemetery29 at Étrun, 
about 9 km west of Arras. The inscription chosen for the cross that marks his grave reads “Dearly 
Loved Husband of Louisa Hayward at Rest.”30  
 
The first burials in the cemetery took place in March 1917.31 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of 
September 1918 and was stationed near Duisans for two months. As a result of the serious and 
urgent nature of the cases admitted to No. 1 CCCS, the death rate was high in October—a total of 83 
deaths occurred during the month.32 
 
Frederick was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 
and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). That he did not receive  
the 1914–1915 Star (for service in a theatre of war between 1 January and 31 December 1915) 
suggests that despite his early enlistment, Frederick did not go overseas until sometime in 1916.33 
 
Frederick's mother Harriet passed away late in 1916,34 not having to suffer the grief of losing her 
son. His father George died on 12 November 1927.35 
 
Agnes, Frederick's sister who had married George Skinner in 1892, had three daughters.36 She died 
in 1933;37 her husband died in 1947.38 
 
Frederick wasn't the only soldier in the family. His brother Charles joined the Royal Engineers at 
the age of eighteen in 1894.39 Initially he was described as a “fair” carpenter. After training, he 
progressed to being a “skilled” carpenter and ultimately to a “very superior” carpenter. After 
serving in the South Africa Campaign (Second Boer War), 1899–1902,40 Charles determined to 
make his career as a soldier, re-engaging in 1902 and again in 1904. By 1912 Charles had been 
promoted through numerous ranks and was a company sergeant major stationed in Cairo, where he 
was promoted again, this time to quartermaster sergeant. In 1915, Charles was commissioned a 
second lieutenant and retired as a captain.41 Charles married Mary (Mollie) Fisher when he was 
stationed in Chatham, Kent, in 1907.42 The couple had two sons and a daughter.43 Charles passed 
away on 15 November 1953 in Newark-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire, with his wife surviving him,44 
though her exact death date is not known. 
 
Nothing could be found with any degree of certainty regarding Frederick's brother William after 
1901, when he was still living with his parents. 
 
Alfred, the youngest of the Hayward children, married Elizabeth Robinson, known as Lizzie, in 
April 1905;45 the couple had a daughter born in 1906 and a son born in 1911.46 Alfred served in 
World War I like his brothers Charles and Frederick .47 Initially assigned to the 10th London 
Regiment in August 1916, he was transferred to the 33rd (Works) Battalion of the Middlesex 
Regiment early in 1917. Early in the war each infantry division created a “Pioneer” battalion that, 
though capable of fighting, was normally engaged on labouring work. In February 1917 a 
designated Labour Corps was formed (of which the 33rd (Works) Battalion was part) "to provide 



working parties for military purposes as and when required and for civil work if they could be 
spared. They were for home service only."48 Alfred was discharged on 4 July 1919. Lizzie Hayward 
passed away in the fall of 1936;49 Alfred lived on until 1958.50 
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