Lance Corporal Herbert Walter Helm©
Regimental number: 5/107A
New Zealand Army Service Corps

born: November 1881-died: 29 July 1917

Lance Corporal Herbert Walter Helm was born in November 1883 in Bristol, Gloucestershire,! one
of five children born to Walter Stott Helm and his wife, the former Louisa Monk. They were married
on 11 March 1875 in the parish church in Altham, Lancashire.2 At the time of their marriage, Walter
was living in St Mary’s Newington Parish, London, and working for the civil service. However, he
grew up in Lancashire—he was born in Padiham, Lancashire, in about 1852.3 Louisa was also from
Lancashire, born in Burnley in about 1853.4

Walter returned to Lancashire and, in 1881, he and Louisa were living in Garstang with their three
eldest children—all the births were registered in Garstang:5 Louisa Maud (born in 1876),6 Henry
Monk (born on 29 August 1877)7 and Nora Stott (born on 17 December 1879).8

Walter was a “ride officer”—an official who patrolled the coasts looking for smugglers on behalf of
the Inland Revenue department.® His job may have required him to move around, because the
Helm’s next child, Herbert, was born in Bristol, Gloucestershire,10 and their last child, Walter
Samuel, was born on 19 April 188511 in Waterloo, Liverpool, in Merseyside.12 The family was in
Great Crosby, Liverpool, in 1891 and Walter was a 1st class officer with Inland Revenue.!3

In 1901, Walter was living at 2 Barlow Road in Keighley, West Yorkshire. He had moved there in
about 1897 and was still at that address until at least 1913.14 By 1911, Walter had become a 1st
class supervisor with the Customs & Excise department.!5 All their children had left home by then.

Herbert immigrated to New Zealand, arriving in 1906.16 It is not clear where Herbert was living
when he enlisted in the New Zealand Expeditionary Force, but it may have been Whanganui, about
200 kilometers north of Wellington on the North Island. He was a farmer, 5’ 734” tall with a dark
complexion, blue eyes and black hair.!” He joined No. 1 Company of the Army Service Corps (ASC).
The ASC provided food, equipment and ammunition to the troops, collecting goods from central
depots, transporting them to the front lines and distributing them to the various units. It also
helped evacuate the wounded.!8

Herbert left Australia for the war on 11 December 1914. His company was part of the Gallipoli
campaign at the beginning of the Great War and remained in Gallipoli and Egypt until March 1916,
when it joined the Western Front.

During the company’s time in the Middle East, Herbert was injured and sent to hospital in Ismailia,
Egypt, on 4 February 1916. He returned to his unit just over a month later. Just nine days later he
was injured again and sent to No. 2 Australian Casualty Clearing Station.1? He rejoined his unit just
the day before the company embarked for France.

In May 1916, Herbert was promoted to lance corporal and, on 5 March 1918, was attached to the
New Zealand Field Artillery as a driver. It is not clear where he was serving at the time but, on 24
July 1917, he was wounded by enemy aircraft and admitted to 91st Field Ambulance. From there he



was transferred to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with a bomb
wound to his face.20 No. 1 CCCS was stationed in Adinkerke, Belgium, just
across the Franco-Belgian border, when Herbert was one of 604 soldiers
admitted that day.2! He died of his wounds five days later and was
buried in Coxyde Military Cemetery (Plot II, Row A, Grave 7) with the
Canadian chaplain ]. Tulley officiating.

Herbert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service
overseas between 1914 and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an
operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war against
Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915). His death is
commemorated on the Auckland Museum online cenotaph.22

A letter was sent to his mother at "Holme Lea," Arnold Avenue, in
Blackpool.23 His father had already died—on 28 February 1916 in
Blackpool. His mother died in Wellington, Shropshire, on 1 June 1933.

Gravestone of Lance Corporal H. W.
Little was discovered about the life of Herbert’s eldest sister Louisa. In Helm

1901, she was the only child at home with her parents and an art Source: Auckland Museum
student, specializing in painting. Beyond that, nothing could be
confirmed.

Herbert’s older brother Henry also immigrated to New Zealand. He arrived in or before 1910
because he married Dorothy Grace Parker that year.24 He does not appear to have served in the
Great War, but he was enlisted in the army reserve in 1917, when living in Wanganui [sic] East,
about 200 kilometers north of Wellington on the North Island.25

At some point before 1936, Henry and Dorothy moved to Pangatotara, west of Nelson on the South
I[sland. He was farming there when Dorothy died on 4 May 1936.26 Henry died 20 years later, dying
on 1 September 1956.27 Both Henry and Dorothy are buried in Wakapuaka Cemetery in Nelson.
They left four sons—Leonard, Herbert, Robert and Bryan.28

Herbert’s second sister, Nora, graduated from the University of London in 1898 with a B.Sc.29 She
was an assistant mistress in high schools in Durham, Liverpool, Shrewsbury and Loughborough,
until she became a mathematical mistress in Wellington.30 After the war, she was still teaching in
Wellington and living at 45 Regent Street, with her niece, Dorothy, the daughter of Nora’s brother
Walter.

In 1939, Nora had retired, but was still living in Wellington, Shropshire. At some point in the
following years, Nora went out to New Zealand to join her brother Henry in Wakefield, near
Nelson.3! She returned to England in 194632 and died in Malvern, Worcestershire, on 26 April
1980.33

Herbert’'s younger brother, Walter, was a clergyman. He was educated at the Leeds Clergy School
and ordained as a deacon in Carlisle in 1909. Six years later he obtained an M.A. at the University of
Durham. Over the course of his career, he served mostly in parishes in Cumbria and Lancashire.34
He married Dorothy Darling on 9 April 1913 in the parish church in Keighley, Yorkshire,35 and they
had two daughters—Dorothy and Elizabeth.36
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