
Gunner William David Kearvell©  
Regimental number: 114517  
161st Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 
  
born: 1894–died: 1 August 1917  
 
Gunner William David Kearvell1 was born in Funtington, Sussex,2 early 1894,3 the last child of 
Frederick and Emily Kearvell. He was baptized on 8 April 1894 in the parish church of Terrington St 
Clement, Norfolk, England.4 Frederick had married Emily Ede in the parish church in Bosham, 
Sussex, on 22 November 1879.5 They would have seven children before the birth of William—six 
sons and one daughter:6  
 
• Frederick (born on 3 May 1880 and baptized on 13 June 1880)7   
• Avis Emily (born late in 1881 and baptized on 9 October 1881)8   
• Herbert (born on 15 February 1884 and baptized on 11 May 1884)9  
• Ernest (born on 9 May 1885 and baptized on 13 June 1886)10    
• Charles (born on 9 April 1888 and baptized on 13 May 1888)11 
• Douglas Ede (born on 22 December 1890 and baptized on 8 February 1891)12  
• Henry James (born on 22 December 1890 and baptized on 8 February 1891)13 

 
Sadly, their only daughter, Avis, died at the age of 2½ and was buried in the parish church of 
Funtington parish, West Sussex.14  
 
In 1881, Frederick, Emily and their first son were living in West Ashling, in West Sussex, where 
Frederick was a bricklayer.15 He would remain in West Ashling and in this occupation until his 
death. West Ashling was a parish in the village of Funtington, about 5 miles northwest of Chichester. 
Ten years later, the family was still living in West Ashling, with six sons living at home.16 
 
By 1901, William had joined the family.17 Ten years later, six sons were working as bricklayers, like 
their father, or as farm labourers. William, at the age of 17, was a farm labourer.18 The eldest son, 
Frederick, had married and moved out of the family home.  
 
William probably enlisted late in 1915.19 He served as a gunner in the 161st Brigade of the Royal 
Field Artillery (RFA). The RFA provided artillery support to infantry units. In the last weeks of July 
1917, the brigade was in the area of Neiuport, Belgium. The last day of July was the opening day of 
the Third Battle of Ypres and it did not go as planned. During this assault, the RFA “gained ground in 
unimportant sectors but was fiercely counter-attacked in key sectors, and the overall British gains 
were operationally unimportant.”20 It was on this day that William was wounded and transported 
to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.21 He was admitted with gunshot wounds to his left side 
and died the following day.22  
 
William was buried on 1 August 1917 in Coxyde Military Cemetery (Plot III, Row A, Grave 18).23 
Coxyde (now known as Koksijde) is on the Belgian coast of the North Sea. French troops established 
the cemetery and, when Commonwealth forces relieved the French forces, the cemetery was found 
to be reasonably safe. It became the most important of the Commonwealth cemeteries on the 
Belgian coast. The cemetery contains 1,507 Commonwealth burials from the Great War.24 
 
William was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).25 



 
He is remembered on the Funtington war memorial—a cenotaph in the form of a Celtic cross, 
located at St Mary’s Church, Funtington.26 
 

 
 

 
 

Five of William’s brothers served in the Great War: four in the British Expeditionary Force and one 
in the Canadian Expeditionary Force.  
 
William’s eldest brother, Frederick, enlisted27 to serve with the King's Royal Rifle Corps 
(regimental number 40377) and the Royal Engineers (regimental number 519694).28 No details 
about his service were found, but he survived the war and, like his brother, was awarded the British 
War Medal and the Victory Medal.29 Before the war, on 26 December 1904, Frederick had married 
Edith Kinshott in the parish church of Aldingbourne, Sussex.30 He was a bricklayer and his wife a 
housemaid. Before the war, they had four children: Olive, Laura Kate, Archie Frederick and Victor 
Henry.31 In 1939, he was still a bricklayer and living in West Ashling. He died at the age of 66 and 
was buried on 10 December 1946 in Funtington.32 
 
William’s second brother, Herbert, also served; he was a gunner in the Royal Garrison Artillery  
(regimental number 761960) and was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.33 Five 
years after the war, at the age of 39, he married Harriet Ansell on 15 November 1923 at St Pancras 
Church in Chichester.34 At the time of his marriage, he was a builder. They appear to have had one 
child, a daughter, Mary, born in 1927.35 In 1939, Herbert was a retired master builder.36 He died on 
11 February 1952, at the age of 67, in Mill Pond View, West Ashling.37  
 
Ernest also served but was discharged early in the war. He was with the RFA (regimental number 
106305) when he was discharged on 25 February 1916 as a result of illness.38 He was awarded the 
Silver War Badge,39 which was given to soldiers who had retired or been honourably discharged 
because of age, injury or illness.40 Ernest, like his brother, was awarded posthumously the British 
War Medal and the Victory Medal. Since he enlisted early in the war, he was also awarded the 
1914–15 Star (for service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 
1915).41 
 
On 28 February 1920, Ernest married Alice Kak Stater in Southbourne, Sussex. The next year, 
Ernest was a general labourer for the Westbourne Rural Council and the couple (with Alice’s son 
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from before their marriage, George Frederick Stater) were living in Chidham, Sussex.42 They appear 
to have had two children of their own—Ernest E. (born in 1921)43 and Hazel B. (born in 1924).44 In 
1939, Hazel was living with her parents in Chichester.45 Ernest probably died in Chichester in 1969 
and the age of 82.  
 
The fourth son, Charles, emigrated to Canada in 191146 and married Alice Ede on 16 March 1914.47 
Two years later he was living at 499 Carlaw Avenue in Winnipeg, Manitoba, when he enlisted in the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force.48 At the time of the 1916 Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta 
Census, Charles was living at Camp Hughes—a Canadian military training camp near Carberry, 
Manitoba.49 His wife and his sister-in-law, Harriet Kearvell, were at the Kearvell home on Carlaw 
Avenue. Serving with the 107th Battalion, he went to England in September 1916 and to the Front 
in February 1917. He served nearly two years in France/Belgium. When he returned to Canada 
after the war, he lived for a while in Winnipeg before moving to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, to farm. 
Later he became a carpenter and moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, working for the Saskatoon 
School Board until his retirement in 1959. He died in Saskatoon on 3 October 1971.50 
 
Douglas also served in the Great War—possibly with the Labour Corps (regimental number 
587016), the Norfolk Regiment (32346) and the Machine Gun Corps (104365). In October 1917, he 
was injured, with shrapnel wounds to his head and left shoulder. It is not known how long he was 
hospitalized and how long he served. Like his brother Ernest, he was awarded the British War 
Medal, the Victory Medal and the 1914–15 Star.51 
 
Douglas was 46 years old when he married Kate Laura Cribb on 7 October 1937 in East Marden, 
Sussex.52 In 1939, he and “Kitty” were living at 7 Edith Cottages in Chichester, where Douglas was a 
market gardener labourer. Douglas’ mother, Emily, was living with them.53 Douglas died on 5 
February 1969 in Hambrook, about 6 miles west of Chichester.54  
 
Douglas’s twin brother, Henry, emigrated to Canada at some point prior to 1916 because, on 25 
May 1916, he married Harriet Pocock in Winnipeg.55 He does not appear to have served in the Great 
War and his whereabouts during that period are unknown. When the 1916 Census of the prairie 
provinces was taken on 1 June, his wife was with her sister-in-law, Alice, while her husband Charles 
was at Camp Hughes.56 Henry died on 14 June 1928 at the age of 3757 and was buried in Elmwood 
Cemetery in Winnipeg.58  
 
The relationship between the parents of these seven sons did not end well. According to two 1917 
newspaper articles,59 after the departure of Charles for Canada, the remaining six sons were 
working and living at home and helping with the upkeep of the household. However, when six sons 
enlisted to serve in the Great War, Emily’s husband, Frederick, who had always kept his wages for 
himself, refused to cover the household costs, not being willing to give Emily any money. She had to 
apply for an order under the Married Women’s Act, 1895. She reportedly left her husband in July 
1917 and, when she left, she told her husband that she only took what belonged to her. In response 
to the question of why she left, she replied “I got weary of asking you for money.”60 He reportedly 
taunted her and the children by showing them money and saying “Would not you not like to have 
some?” and then putting the money away.61 Frederick claimed that he did not earn a lot of money as 
a jobbing bricklayer, particularly in the winter, although one son indicated that he earned over £2 a 
week. He reportedly spent what money he had at the pub. Frederick was ordered to pay Emily 8s a 
week and the costs of the proceedings. He claimed he could not afford it.  
 
Frederick, died three years later, at the age of 67, and was buried in the parish of Kingston Buci, 
Sussex, on 25 May 1920.62 The following year, Emily was living at West Ashling in Funtington 



parish with two children, Herbert and Douglas, and Kate Laura Cribb, who would become Douglas’ 
wife.63 Emily lived another 22 years; she died at the age of 86 and was buried in Funtington parish 
on 19 March 1942.64  
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