Private Alfred Edward Keed®©
Regimental number: 4811
54th Battalion, Australian Infantry

born: 1884-died: 1916

Alfred Edward Keed was born in 1884 in Narrandera, New South Wales, Australia, the eldest child
of Frederick G. and Elizabeth Keed.! Their other children were Mary Ellen (b. 1885),2 Isabella Anne
(b. 1887),3 Elizabeth (b. 1889),4 Lucy E. (b. 1892),5 Emily Jane (b. 1894),6 Frederick George
(b.1902),” Ruth Victoria (b. 1907),8 and Emery John (b. 1908).°

Frederick, born in 1858,10 was the poundkeeper in Junee, New South Wales,!! a local government
official responsible for the feeding and care of stray livestock.12 He was the son of Emery Keed, an
engineer born in London, England,!3 who emigrated to Australia with his wife in 1855.14

Frederick married Elizabeth Twohey in 1883.15 Born in New Zealand in 1867, she was the daughter
of William Jeremiah and Sarah Ann Toohey.16 After four decades of marriage, in 1923 Frederick was
named as a co-respondent in the dissolution of another couple’s marriage.1” At some point after this
event, Frederick and Elizabeth appear to have lived separately.18 19 Elizabeth died in 1939, aged
72,20 and Frederick in 1946, aged 88.21

Alfred got married in 1912 to Clara Jane Johnstone,?2 the daughter
of William Johnstone, a farmer.23 They had two children, Brian
Kerwin in 1912,24 and Nancy Mignon in 1915.25

A couple of weeks after Nancy was born, on 4 August 1915, Alfred
enlisted in the 15th Reinforcements, 2nd Battalion, C Company.2é
His trade is listed as a carpenter, and he had apprenticed for five
years in Junee. The 15th Reinforcements left Sydney, Australia, on 8
March 1916 on HMAT A15 Star of England bound for Egypt.27
However, the Gallipoli campaign was over and the reinforcements
unneeded. Once in Egypt, Alfred was transferred to the 54th
Infantry Battalion on 21 April 1916. Two months later, on 19 June,
the battalion boarded HT Caledonian to join the British
Expeditionary Force in Europe. It disembarked 10 days later in
Marseilles.

The 54th Battalion was created half from Gallipoli veterans of the Alfred Edward Keed. Virtual
2nd Battalion and half from fresh Australian recruits.28 Most of the War Memorial, Australia
battalion members were from New South Wales. There were 31 (https://vwma.org.au/explore/

officers and 951 other ranks.2°

The 54th Battalion made its way to Hazelbruck on 2 July 1916.3° It spent a few days training,
including in preparation for gas attacks, and then occupied the front line trenches. On 19 July, less
than three weeks after arriving, it was thrown into the attack as part of the Battle of Fromelles. The
battalion briefly occupied the enemy’s front-line trenches but withdrew to its billets on the morning
of 20 July.
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Casualties were 3 officers and 70 other ranks killed, 11 officers and 277 other ranks wounded, and
4 officers and 169 other ranks missing. On 26 July, after the addition of 6 new officers, the strength
of the battalion was 16 officers and 317 other ranks, compared with the 31 officers and 951 other
ranks who disembarked just a month earlier. Only one third remained.

Private Keed was one of those wounded on 20 July. He was admitted first to the 8th Field
Ambulance with multiple gunshot wounds to the legs and then moved to No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station in Bailleul; he succumbed to his injuries on 21 July. He was buried in the Bailleul
Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, Reference II. F. 29.31 The inscription on his headstone reads:

THY WILL BE DONE

The cemetery lies in the east end of the town of Bailleul, in the Nord department of the Hauts-de-
France region; it contains the remains of 4344 soldiers from the two world wars.

Private Alfred Edward Keed received the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and
the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) for his service. He also
received the 1914-15 Star, for service in any theatre of the war in 1914-15.

Alfred’s widow, Clara, moved to Inglewood, 800 km to the North, in her native Queensland. There
she became a store keeper32 and raised their two children, who attended Warwick East State
School.33 She died in 1966, aged 82.34 Their son, Brian Kerwin, became a carpenter like his father3s
and enlisted in the army’s civilian military forces during World War I1.36 Their daughter, Nancy
Mignon, was a shop assistant in Inglewood in 193737 (so likely working for her mother) before she
married Philip Auburn Smith in 1941.38

Mary, Alfred’s eldest sister, was married before the war (in 1908) to William Russell Nicholls,3° who
was a railway official.40 They had three sons in their first three years of marriage.*1, 42 Mary died in
1956, aged 71.43

[sabella, Alfred’s second-oldest sister, married late in life (at age 41) to Frederick Charles
Woodhouse Powell.#4 He had a previous marriage.*> They lived in and around Sydney, where he
was a grocer4t and then a builder.#’ [sabella died in 1974.48

The next-oldest sister, Elizabeth, married Edward Francis Condon in 19204 and moved over 1200
km to Windsor, just north of Brisbane, Queensland.>° Edward was a labourer. He died in
Queensland in 1970.51 Before her death in 1979,52 Elizabeth had moved to Hobart, Tasmania, where
her will was proved.53

The next sister, Lucy, had a short life, passing away in 1895 at age 3.54

Emily Jane was the next-oldest sister; she died unmarried at the age of 25 in Camden, a suburb of
Sydney.55

Alfred’s brother Frederick married twice, first to Edith G. Chuchin in 1931,56 and then to Blanche
I[sabel Barnes in 1945, following his divorce from Edith in 1944.57 Frederick was a painter58 and
then a carpenter like his brother.>° A military record suggests he enlisted in the Army (2nd
Australian Imperial Force) during World War II, but no details are given.® He died in 1990, aged
87.61



Ruth, Alfred’s youngest sister, also married twice. The first marriage was to Albert James Turner, in
1928.62 Albert James was a salesman.3 This marriage was annulled in 1941 due to desertion.6% 65
Ruth married again in 1952, to Frank Melvin.¢¢ Frank enlisted in the army (2nd Australian Imperial
Force) during World War 1167 and continued to be listed as “soldier” in the electoral rolls.68 Frank
died in 1959, aged 55, while Ruth lived another 30 years, passing away in 1989.70

The youngest sibling, Emery, was a labourer.”! He lived with his brother Frederick for a few years
both before’2 and after”3 his marriage in 1942 to Bessie Beaumont Napier.74* Emery died in 1961,
aged 53.75© 2025 BIFHSGO
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