
Private Robert Lakin©  
Regimental number: 203098 
1/5th Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
  
born: 1892–died: 3 August 1917 
 
Private Robert Lakin was born in 1892 in Basford, a suburb of Nottingham, Nottinghamshire.1 He 
was the first child of Robert and Edith (née Ellis) Lakin, who had married at the beginning of 1892 
in Basford.2 They would have a further eight children, all born in Nottingham:  
 
• Winifred Edith (born on 2 January 1894 and baptized as an adult on 8 September 1910).3  
• Percy (born in 1897)4 
• Horace (born on 14 July 1898)5  
• Leslie (born in about 1900 but sadly died within a year. He was buried on 6 December 1901)6 
• John (born in about 1902 but, like his brother, he died soon after birth and was buried on 21 

August 1903)7 
• Hilda (born on 28 August 1904)8 
• Leslie (born on 3 March 1907)9 
• Arthur (born in 1909)10 

 
In 1901, the family was living at 15 Speechley Street in Nottingham, where Robert Sr. was a 
journeyman pork butcher.11 Ten years later, Robert Jr. was also a journeyman butcher.12 The whole 
family was living at 23 Selhurst Street in Hyson Green, Nottingham.13 
 
Robert Jr. probably enlisted to serve in the Great War in May 1916.14 He first served with the 
Northumberland Fusiliers (regimental number 5158) and then joined the King's Own Yorkshire 
Light Infantry (KOYLI) (regimental numbers 6661, 203098).15 When he died, he was serving with 
the 1/5th Battalion, which had joined the Western Front in April 1915.16  
 
At the end of July and beginning of August 1917, the battalion was stationed in Nieuport, Belgium. 
On 2 August, it carried out a raid on enemy trenches near Lombardsyde, just outside Nieuport. The 
“[r]aiding party was successful in entering German trenches and inflicting loss on the enemy.”17 One 
officer and six other ranks (ORs)were killed; seven ORs were wounded and three reported missing. 
Robert was probably one of the wounded; he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station18 on 2 August with a gunshot wound to his leg. He died at 8:10 a.m. the following day and 
was buried later in the day in Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave A2).19 
 
Adinkerke Military Cemetery is 20 kilometres east of Dunkirk, just across the border into Belgium. 
From June to November 1917 the Commonwealth troops held the Front, from the Belgian coast 
down to St. Georges in France. There are 168 Commonwealth soldiers from the Great War buried in 
the cemetery.20  
 
The chaplain informed his mother, who was living at 50 Reigate Road in New Basford, of his 
death.21 A few years later, she requested this inscription on his gravestone:  
 

WHERE SLEEP 
THOSE BRAVE HEARTS 

WHO FOR OTHERS DIED22 
 



Robert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).23 He is also remembered on the 
war memorial at St Leodegarius Church in Basford24 and on the Scottish National War Memorial as 
a Scot serving in “brigades of guards and English regiments.”25 No evidence was found to 
substantiate Robert’s Scottish ancestry. 
 
Robert’s brother Percy also served in the Great War. He enlisted as a private on 11 May 1914 and 
served most of his time in the 7th Reserve Battalion of the Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire Regiment) (regimental number 265318).26 After a few months in England, he went 
to France and was serving there until October 1918. However, his service was marked by a number 
of illnesses and injuries.  
 
In August 1915, he was hospitalized in Étaples as a result of gunshot wounds to his right arm, 
rejoining his battalion in October. A year later, he was promoted to corporal. In May 1917, he was 
hospitalized again, this time with scabies. The following month he suffered gas poisoning and was 
treated at the 7th Canadian General Hospital in Étaples. In June 1918, he received gunshot wounds 
to his finger, leg and back and was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, where his 
brother had died 10 months earlier, before going to hospital. He was injured a last time on 2 
October 1918 and was invalided to England and admitted to the Red Cross Hospital in Christchurch 
with shrapnel wounds to his left forearm and both legs. He was granted ten days leave in November 
1918 and was at home in Basford when the Armistice was declared on 11 November 1918. He was 
demobilized in February 1919.  
 
Just after the war, Robert Sr., Edith and five children were still living at 50 Reigate Road and Robert 
was still working as a pork butcher. Percy was a printer; Horace was out of work; Hilda was an 
office clerk; Leslie was a brewer’s bottler and Arthur was still in school.27 In the coming decades, 
the family continued to live in Nottingham. 
 
Their eldest child, Winifred, married Frederick Taylor, a miner, on 18 October 1919 at St. 
Leodegarius Church in Basford.28 Two years later, they were living on the same street as her 
parents—at 36 Reigate Road.29 In 1939, they had moved further down the road and were living at 
44 Reigate Road.30 She died in Nottingham on 5 April 1971.31  
 
After he was demobilized, Percy was living with his parents. Of all the injuries he sustained during 
the war, it was the gas poisoning that left him with a disability. Perhaps this contributed to his early 
death. He died in hospital on 9 March 1936, aged 39.32 He was survived by his family and his 
fiancée, Mabel.33  
 
Horace married Dorothy Tandyn in 192534 and, in 1939, they were living at 18 Staples Street in 
Nottingham, where Horace was a boiler fireman, working above ground for a coal mine.35 He died 
in Nottingham on 7 January 1974.36  
 
Hilda married Joseph Cooling, a miner, on 3 September 1933 at St. Leodegarius Church.37 In 1939, 
they were living at 23 Cinderhill Road, Nottingham, where Joseph was an electric motor driver in a 
colliery.38 Joseph died in 1978;39 Hilda survived him for over ten years, dying on 10 July 1989.40 
 
Leslie married Grace Turner in 1929.41 Ten years later they were living at 221 Vernon Road, 
Nottingham, where Leslie was the manager of a cotton tape department.42 He died on 25 May 1972, 
aged 65.43 
 



The last child in the family, Arthur, a joiner, married Eliza Gribby at St Augustine’s Church in New 
Basford.44 He died very young, passing away at the age of 26 on 13 July 1935.45 After his death, Eliza 
put a memorial notice in the Nottingham Evening Post.46 
 
The same day that the memorial notice for Arthur was posted, the family posted a notice 
remembering three sons lost at a young age.47 
 

 
 
 
 

The parents of these boys were still alive in 1939, still living at 50 Reigate Road, and Robert Sr. was 
still a butcher.48 They both died in Nottingham—Robert in 194749 and Edith five years later, on 18 
January 1952.50 
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